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 Love is inseparable from Christian lives. It is an 
act of love that Jesus was willing to give up His privilege 
and be born of a man. He willingly left His kingdom in 
heaven and be born in a filthy manger. He also willingly 
gave up His power and became a man with limitations. It 
is because of love, He bore to be beaten, whipped, and 
spitted upon. He took the punishment that was supposed 
to be ours. We are then able to receive salvation by His 
grace alone through love. God is love, and it is His nature.

 As Christians, the recipients of God’s love, we 
should realize, the One who loves us sacrificially will 
never forsake us and will provide for us until the end. 
His love is unchanging and never failing. Because He first 
loved us, we too should love Him sacrificially just as He 
did. This means that we are not only saying we love Him, 
but our actions should reflect the same thing. Our life 
is not ours anymore, but it is His. If our life is His, then 
we should be committed in serving Him and obeying His 
commandments. 

 Even though the word love is used most of the 
times in our life, but the love that was in the Bible is dif-
ferent and is not an easy one. It is not the love that we 
see in movies or find in the stores as a heart shape. The 
one word for love in the English language is limited to 
distinguish the different kinds of love. In the original lan-
guages, the Bible mentions at least four different types of 
love. And in Greek, there is eros (romantic love between 
a husband and a wife), or "cinta" in Indonesian. There is 
storge, the familial love, or "sayang" in Indonesian. There 
are philia, the brotherly love and then agape, the divine 
love, and these two are translated as "kasih" in Indone-
sian. When we know the distinction and the characteris-
tic of each different one, it gives us a clear understanding 
of what kind of love that God has for us and we have for 
others.
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Happy 28Happy 28thth8888 Birthday IEC! Birthday IEC!

 The Greek word for the love that Jesus had done 
for us is agape love. It is the ultimate love and a great 
matter in Christian lives. Therefore, in this 28th anniver-
sary edition, we want to discuss and characterize the 
agape love in details. We know how easily for agape love 
to be mistaken with other kinds of love in the modern 
languages. We hope by characterizing agape love in many 
of our articles, we can eliminate the confusion to philia, 
storge, and eros. We also want to understand why it is 
easier to have philia, storge, and eros compared to agape 
in any relationship. Besides this, we also have the results 
to the “love is commitment or emotion” quiz. We got an 
interesting result from the church members understand-
ing about love. 
 
 In closing, we hope that this AGAPE edition will 
bring a deeper understanding about God's love and help 
us to grow in every aspect of our life as we grow older 
with time. Love is the greatest gift God gives us. It is also 
tangile compared to faith and hope. We should practice 
it daily even though it comes unnatural and hard for us 
to do. May we always remember God’s love every day in 
our walk with Him and in every relationship we have with 
others, especially with our brothers and sisters here at 
IEC.

Regards,

Agape Team
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Menjelang HUT ke-28 GII Azusa, kita sangat bersyukur kepada Tuhan yang memulaikan 
GII Azusa dan memelihara sampai sekarang. Selain kita bersyukur karena anugerah 

Tuhan selama dua puluh delapan tahun ini, kita harus ingat dua hal yang sangat penting. 
Selama dua puluh delapan Tahun, perubahan dunia ini sangat besar, dan selama dua puluh 

Tahun yang sama, kasih Tuhan tidak berubah.

Lalu fi rman-nya kepada manusia itu, “Karena engkau mendengarkan perkataan isterimu dan 
memakan dari buah pohon, yang telah kuperintahkan kepadamu, ‘Jangan makan dari padanya,’ 
maka terkutuklah tanah karena engkau; Dengan bersusah payah engaku akan mencari rezekimu 

dari tanah seumur hidupmu.”
Kejadian 3: 17

Oleh Pendeta Kristianto Hosea
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________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Akhir Kata
Janganlah kita bersandar kepada dunia yang terus berubah akibat dosa. Hendaklah kita 
bersandar senantiasa kepada Tuhan yang tidak pernah berubah, dan yang tetap mengasihi 
kita. Dan kita membawa lebih banyak orang datang kepadanya sebagai pengucapan syukur 

kita selama dua puluh delapan Tahun dipimpinnya dan dipakainya.

“Yesus Kristus tetap sama, baik kemarin maupun hari ini dan sampai selamanya.” (Ibrani 13:8)
Kasih Tuhan terhadap kita tidak pernah berubah. Kasih Tuhan terhadap kita kemarin, 

sekarang, dan selamanya tetap sama.

“Inilah kasih itu. Bukan kita yang telah mengasihi Allah, tetapi Allah yang telah mengasihi kita. 
Dan yang telah mengutus anaknya sebagai pendamaian bagi dosa-dosa kita.” (1 Yohanes 4: 10)

Karena kasih Tuhan kita diberikan anugerah keselamatan di dalam Kristus Yesus.

“Tuhan akan menjaga keluar masukmu. Dari sekarang sampai selama-lamanya.” 
(Mazmur 121: 8)

Karena kasih Tuhan kita dilindungi dan dijagai sampai selama-lamanya.

“Dan ajarlah mereka melakukan segala sesuatu yang telah kuperintahkan kepadamu. Dan 
ketahuilah, aku menyertai kamu senantiasa sampai kepada akhir zaman.” (Matius 28: 20)

Karena kasih Tuhan kita disertainya senantiasa.

Selama dua puluh delapan tahun perubahan dunia ini sangat besar. Perubahan cuaca sangat 
besar (sangat panas dan sangat dingin serta tidak menurut musimnya lagi). Bencana alam 
tambah banyak dan tambah besar. Politik dunia tambah kacau, tambah tidak patuh kepada 

hukum lagi. Crisis ekonomi dunia makin buruk, dan hidup tambah sulit.
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By Reverend Kristianto Hosea

Towards the 28th Anniversary of IEC Azusa, we are extremely grateful to the Lord who 
gave a start to IEC Azusa and had cared for and nourished our church. As we give 

thanks to God for the past twenty-eight years, we must also remember two things: in the 
past twenty-eight years the world changed drastically. And yet in that twenty-eight years, 

God’s love never changed.

And to Adam he said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the 
tree of which I commanded you, 'You shall not eat of it,' cursed is the ground because of you; in 

pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
Genesis 3: 177

English Translation:

continue to page 25   Anniversary 2011   7



Christ’s Love for His Church:
An Exposition of Ephesians 5:25-27

(By Rev. Wilson Suwanto)

Ephesians 5:25-2725 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up 
for her,26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water 

with the word,27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.

       here are many images that the biblical authors use when writing about 

the church. The church is called the house of God, the family of God, the body 

of Christ, etc. There is, however, one metaphor that is very special where it 

suggests intimacy and transparency: the bride of Christ. This is why we use 

the feminine personal pronoun for the church, she or her. The Greek word for 

the church ekklesia is also feminine in gender. What a privilege for us to be a 

part of the church. The church is glorious, special, and holy. The church in the 

world is looking forward to the wedding feast of the Lamb (Rev. 19:7-10). And 

that wedding will occur when Jesus Christ comes again. His return to earth is 

the coming of the Groom to pick up His bride, the church (Matthew 25:1-13).

T
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The fi rst element of Christ’s love for 

the church is sacrifi ce. The ultimate 

expression of Christ’s love for us is 

His death on the cross. The Greek 

word for “to give up” is paradidomi

which means “to hand over,” “to 

deliver,” “to betray,” “to commit,” 

or “to entrust.” The meaning varies 

from negative to positive. Both Pilate 

and Judas Iscariot gave Jesus up for 

selfi sh gain, but that is not the whole 

story. It was Jesus who gave himself 

up for us. Judas, Pilate, and the Jewish 

religious leaders could betray Jesus 

because Jesus was willing to sacrifi ce 

himself to save sinners like us. He 

had the choice to save himself, but He 

chose to die in the hands of sinners.

The mark of a genuine sacrifi ce is 

willingness. Jesus willingly laid 

down His life for us. How does a 

husband love his wife? By willingly 

sacrifi cing himself for her welfare. 

Jesus demonstrated His ultimate 

love for the church when He 

willingly died for her. A man might 

claim that he sacrifi ces himself 

for her, but if he does not do that 

willingly, his sacrifi ce is not genuine. 

Another mark of genuine sacrifi ce 

is joy. Jesus did not only sacrifi ce 

His life willing, He also did it 

joyfully. When a man loves his 

wife, he will joyfully do everything 

to take care of her. Jesus rejoiced 

when God the Father prepared a 

body for Him to be the sacrifi ce 

for our sins (Ps. 40:6; Heb. 10:5). 

The fi nal mark of a genuine sacrifi ce 

is totality. A genuine sacrifi ce cannot 

be done partially, it must always 

be done totally. Jesus did not keep 

anything to himself; He sacrifi ced 

everything to save us. He sacrifi ced 

His whole life for us. Jesus gave up 

His life with love. 1 Corinthians 13:3 

says, “If I give away all I have, and if I 

deliver up my body to be burned, but 

have not love, I gain nothing.” The 

sacrifi ce of Jesus is precious to us 

because He did it with love. And that 
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is why as a response, we are urged to 

love the Lord with all our heart, soul, 

and mind. Christ’s total love must be 

responded by a Christian’s total love.

How did Jesus show His love for the 

church?

1. He sanctifi ed her (v. 26)

To sanctify (Gr. Hagiazo) means 

to set apart or consecrate. Christ 

loved the church with an exclusive 

love like a husband loves his wife. 

A man can only love one woman 

as his wife. By its very nature, a 

marriage relationship is an exclusive 

relationship. That exclusive love 

should not be shared with any 

other women. It is only for his wife. 

Likewise, Christ loved the church 

exclusively in order to consecrate her 

to God. The proper response of the 

church is to submit to Christ just like 

a wife submits to her loving husband. 

2. He cleansed her (v. 26)

To cleanse is to purify. When we 

purify water, we fi lter out dirt, germs, 

or other harmful materials. The 

result is purifi ed water. When Christ 

cleansed His church, He removed 

the guilt and pollution of sin in her 

soul. Christ did this by using His 

word. God’s word is the tool for 

believers’ sanctifi cation (John 17:17). 

Christ said to His disciples (and us), 

“Already you are clean because of the 

word that I have spoken to you” (John 

15:3). When we listen, believe, and 

obey God’s word, Christ is cleansing 

us with His word which is at work 

through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

3. He presented her in purity

    (v. 27)

While the church is essentially the 

bride of Christ, it has not been clear. 

A bride needs to dress in a way 

that manifests her whole beauty. 

Lord Jesus is busy sanctifying and 

cleansing us so that He might present 

us brilliant in the Wedding Feast of 

the Lamb. We are now in the betrothal 

stage in our relationship with Christ. 
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Betrothal stage is where the groom 

and bride are legally husband and 

wife (like Joseph and Mary), but 

they do not live together yet. This 

is the preparation for the wedding 

feast. The groom prepares himself 

for the wedding by paying the dowry 

to the bride’s father. Meanwhile, 

the bride adorns herself with the 

adornment that will manifest her 

utmost beauty. After that, the groom 

will come and pick up the bride, and 

take her to the prepared wedding 

feast. It will last about seven days. 

Likewise, Christ has paid the dowry, 

which is His blood. He purchased us 

and we belong to Him. In fact, He is 

adorning us with His word so that our 

spiritual beauty will shine brilliantly 

when the Groom is coming back. As 

the bride of Christ, the church is truly 

blessed. We need to thank God for 

such a privilege. We also need to thank 

Him for the hope of the future where 

Christ will come to take us to be with 

Him forever. And our wedding feast 

in heaven will not only last for seven 

days, but forever. We will celebrate 

God’s amazing grace endlessly. 

Life in the world is a preparation 

for that glorious Day. We are being 

sanctifi ed, cleansed, and adorned 

with every spiritual resource that God 

has provided. Through His word, His 

Spirit, and our fellowship with Him in 

prayer, Christ is adorning us for that 

Day. Our life as a church is a rehearsal 

for the Wedding of the Lamb. Let us 

rehearse carefully and attentively. 

Always thank God, meditate His 

word, confess our sins, and sing 

praises to Him. This is how we are 

preparing ourselves to spend eternity 

with Christ, our beloved Groom. 

And when He comes back, we will be 

without spot or wrinkle or any such 

thing, that she might be holy and 

without blemish (Eph. 5:27). Amen.
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      i dalam alkitab gereja juga disebut sebagai pengantin Tuhan. 

Ini menunjukan kalau gereja itu mempunyai hubungan yang intim 

dan terbuka terhadap Tuhan. Di dalam Matius 25:1-13 disebut juga 

tentang kedatangan Yesus yang kedua kali akan seperti mempelai 

laki-laki yang menjemput pengantinnya. Cinta Tuhan kepada gereja 

mempunyai unsur berkorban jadi kayu salib melambangkan cinta 

Tuhan yang sempurna. Tentu saja cinta Tuhan tidak ada paksaan karena 

Tuhan Yesus rela mengorbarkan nyawaNya untuk kita orang berdosa.

Indonesian Translation:

Oleh Pdt. Wilson Suwanto

D

Cinta Tuhan
kepada gereja-Nya

(exposisi Efesus 5:25-27)
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Pengorbanan sejati juga mempunyai 

unsur kesenangan. Tuhan Yesus 

mengorbarkan nyawaNya bukan 

hanya tanpa paksaan tetapi juga 

dengan senang hati. Ini sebabnya 

sewaktu suami mencintai 

istri dia harus dengan senang 

hati memperhatikan istrinya. 

Pengorbanan sejati juga mempunyai 

unsur kepenuhan atau keseluruhan. 

Di dalam 1 Korintus 13:3 Tuhan 

mengambarkan pengorbanan 

seluruh diri Nya “Dan sekalipun 

aku membagi-bagikan segala 

sesuatu yang ada padaku, bahkan 

menyerahkan tubuhku untuk 

dibakar, tetapi jika aku tidak 

mempunyai kasih, sedikitpun 

tidak ada faedahnya bagiku.”

Bagaimana Tuhan Yesus 

memperlihatkan cintaNya kepada 

gereja?

1. Menyucikan Mereka.

Menyucikan berarti memisahkan. 

Tuhan mencintai gereja dengan 

cinta yang eksclusif seperti satu 

suami hanya mempunyai satu istri.

2. Membersihkan Mereka

Sewaktu Tuhan membersihkan gereja 

dia akan mengehilangkan semua 

beban dan kecemaran dosa di dalam 

jiwanya. Tuhan membersihkan ini 

dengan fi rman. Yohanes 15:3 “Kamu 

memang sudah bersih karena fi rman 

yang telah kukatakan kepadamu.”

3. Menjaga Kekudusan

Kita sebagai jemaat Tuhan sedang 

berada di dalam suatu siatuasi dimana 

kita secara resmi adalah istri Tuhan 

tetapi kita belum tinggal bersama-

sama dengan Dia. Ini adalah suatu 

persiapan untuk pesta pernikahan 

dimana mempelai laki-laki 

memberikan persembahan kepada 

ayah perempuan dan mempelai 

perempuan berdandan secantik 

mungkin. Karena Tuhan Yesus 

sudah menebus dengan darahNya 

maka kita harus mempercantik 

iman kita di dalam Tuhan.
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Kasih sejati 

di dalam 

pernikahan

Cinta romantis atau eros merupakan daya 

yang paling kuat yang menarik dua orang indi-

vidu untuk berani melangkah ke jenjang per-

nikahan. Akan tetapi daya ini tidak kuat untuk 

merekatkan keduanya ketika mereka berada 

di dalam pernikahan karena eros akan mudah 

hilang ketika konfl ik mulai terjadi.

Bagaimana konfl ik bisa mulai muncul? 
Bagaimana tidak? Kita semua merupakan ma-
nusia yang berdosa yang lahir di dalam keluar-
ga yang berdosa. Dengan sesama kita di dalam 
gereja pun akan selalu ada konfl ik dan mereka 
cuma kita jumpai satu atau dua hari seminggu. 
Apalagi dengan pasangan kita yang selalu kita 
temui dan bicara setiap hari tentang banyak 
hal: mulai dari hal keuangan, cuci piring, masak, 
kehidupan sosial, sampai membesarkan anak. 
Jadi apakah mungkin kita masih bisa berkata 
istriku/suamiku cakep atau baik atau pintar 
ketika adanya konfl ik? Tentu saja eros ini kan 
mudah hilang. Jadi kerekatan di dalam hubun-

gan pernikahan cuma bisa terpelihara ketika 
ada kasih agape atau komitmen di dalamnya.
Apakah kasih agape itu? Seperti apakah kasih 
agape itu? Ada banyak ayat yang menjelaskan 
ciri-ciri pasangan yang mempunyai kasih agape. 
Untuk memudahkan kita mengerti tentang 
ciri-ciri itu kita dapat melihat dari sisi suami 
dan dari sisi istri. Mungkin melalui ini kita juga 
dapat merefl eksi hubungan kita dengan pasan-
gan kita. Apakah cinta atau kasih kita sekarang 
sesuai dengan Alkitab? 

Suami:

1. Kasih yg rela berkorban 
Hal yang terpenting yang harus dilakukan 
suami di dalam pernikahan adalah mengasihi 
istrinya. "Hai suami-suami, kasihilah isterimu 
dan janganlah berlaku kasar terhadap dia." 
(Kol 3:19). Tetapi hal ini tidak cukup karena di 
dalam Efesus 5 kata “kasih” yang dipakai un-
tuk suami ke istri sama dengan “kasih” Allah 
kepada umat-Nya. Kasih ini adalah kasih yang 

Jika ada seseorang bertanya kenapa kamu mau me-

nikahi pasanganmu apakah yang akan anda jawab? 

Apakan karena cinta atau mungkin karena cocok? 

Cinta atau cocok merupakan alasan paling umum un-

tuk orang menikah tetapi cinta yang mereka maksud 

adalah cinta romantis dan bukan kasih agape. 
By: Hendry
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terus memberi walupun tidak menerima im-
balan. Kasih ini hanya mencari apa yang baik 
bagi yang dikasihinya, tanpa mempedulikan 
pengorbanan yang harus dilakukan oleh dirin-
ya sendiri. Sebagaimana kesatuan pernikahan 
dalam kitab Kejadian merupakan gambaran 
dari kasih Allah, hubungan suami istri dalam 
Efesus 5 merupakan gambaran Kristus dan 
gereja-Nya. 

2. Pemeliharaan dan perlindun-
gan
Alkitab tidak mengistimewakan suami lebih 
dari istri. Peran suami berpusat pada tanggung 
jawab dan menyediakan kebutuhan istrinya 
seperti yang disebutkan dalam Efesus 5:28-29. 
Suami dikatakan harus memberikan kepada 
istrinya perhatian yang sama seperti kepada 
tubuhnya sendiri. Hal ini termasuk menye-
diakan tempat tinggal, makanan dan juga keba-
hagiaan pada sang istri.

3. Penghargaan dan penghor-
matan
"...hai suami-suami, hiduplah bijaksana dengan 
isterimu, sebagai kaum yang lebih lemah! Hor-
matilah mereka sebagai teman pewaris dari 
kasih karunia, yaitu kehidupan, supaya doamu 
jangan terhalang." (1 Pet. 3:7). Para suami seha-
rusnya tidak merendahkan, mengejek dan ber-
bicara kasar terhadap istri di hadapan orang 
banyak. Baik secara pribadi maupun di hada-
pan umum, seorang suami harus menunjukkan 
hormat dan penghargaan kepada istrinya. 

Istri:

1. Penolong dan teman
Kej. 2:18-23 menunjukkan kehendak Tuhan 
atas seorang istri, yaitu sebagai penolong dan 
teman. Istri akan menjadi teman, penghibur 
dan pelengkap bagi suaminya. Kerinduan istri 
haruslah untuk membangun dan mengungkap-
kan kepercayaan diri atas kemampuan suamin-
ya, mendorong dan menunjukkan penghargaan 
pada suaminya, percaya pada kebijaksanaan 
dan menunjukkan penghormatan pada sua-
minya, berdiri di samping sang suami dalam ke-
adaan apapun. Sang istri akan menolong suami 
merasa aman dengan mengasihinya.

2. Kerendahan hati
Kerendahan hati adalah istilah Alkitab yang 
digunakan dalam semua hubungan. Saling me-
rendahkan diri satu dengan yang lain adalah 
suatu sifat dalam kekristenan yang dihasilkan 
dari kepenuhan Roh Kudus. Merendahkan diri 
adalah dengan sukarela mengangkat orang lain 
di atas diri sendiri untuk melayaninya. Suami 
istri hendaknya saling merendahkan diri, sal-
ing mengangkat, dan saling melayani. Paulus 
memulai suatu diskusi tentang tanggung jawab 
pernikahan setelah dia menyatakan prinsip-
prinsip umum tentang merendahkan diri. "Dan 
rendahkanlah dirimu seorang kepada yang lain 
di dalam takut akan Kristus." (Efesus 5:21).
Di dalam hubungan pernikahan, kerendahan 
hati membuat dua pribadi bisa berfungsi seb-
agai satu tubuh, saling melengkapi dan bukan-
nya saling bersaing. Efesus 5:21-23 menunjuk
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kan bagaimana Yesus telah menjadi model bagi 
tanggung jawab seorang suami atau istri. Yesus 
telah merendahkan diri dan taat kepada Bapa 
dan melepaskan segala hak yang Dia punya 
(Filipus 2:6). Begitu juga, hendaknya sang istri 
taat dan merendahkan diri kepada suaminya. 
"Hai isteri-isteri, tunduklah kepada suamimu, 
sebagaimana seharusnya di dalam Tuhan." (Ko-
lose 3:18).

Kerendahan hati yang sejati menurut Alkitab 
adalah merupakan kesukaan sang wanita yang 
kreatif. Yang dimaksudkan kreatif disini adalah 
yang berusaha menemukan bagaimana caran-
ya dia bisa menunjukkan kepada suaminya 
bahwa dia menghormati, mengagumi dan ber-
gantung padanya. Ini berarti bahwa sang istri 
akan mementingkan kebutuhan suami daripa-
da kebutuhannya dirinya sendiri. Ketaatan dan 
kerendahan hati sang istri pada suaminya bisa 
terlihat dengan baik ketika dia mendorong 
peran kepemimpinan sang suami dan tidak 
pernah berusaha untuk menghancurkan, me-
lemahkan atau mengurangkannya.

3. Perhatian terhadap kecantikan 
dari dalam
Di dalam 1 Pet. 3:1-4, Petrus mendorong istri 
untuk mengembangkan kecantikan dari dalam 
yang mencerminkan kewanitaan, kelembutan, 
perhatian dan kasih (agape). Petrus tidak men-
gatakan pada para wanita bagaimana harus 
berpakaian. Dia hanya memberikan suatu prin-
sip: wanita yang cantik adalah seorang wanita 
yang memunyai kecantikan hati yang berupa 

sikap yang murni dan hormat dan merupakan 
pancaran dari roh yang lembut dan tenang.

Ciri-ciri suami dan istri diatas harus bisa men-
jadi tujuan kita di dalam hubungan pernikahan. 
Tetapi tentu saja hal ini tidak mudah bahkan 
sulit untuk dicapai oleh kita karena memerlu-
kan waktu dan usaha yang tidak ada hentinya. 
Kita sebagai manusia berdosa akan selalu ingin 
mendapatkan imbalan dan perhatian jadi keti-
ka kita tidak mendapatkannya kita akan berasa 
kesal, putus asa dan bahkan marah. Inilah titik 
mula konfl ik di dalam hubungan pernikahan. 
Akan tetapi ada langkah-langkah yang dapat 
kita lakukan untuk mengurangi konfl ik dan 
mengembangkan kasih agape di dalam perni-
kahan.

Langkah-langkah untuk menciptakan dan 
mengembangkan kasih agape di dalam perni-
kahan:

• Berdoa bersama dan mengundang Tu-
han untuk masuk ke dalam pernikahan
Pernikahan merupakan institusi yang didirikan 
Tuhan jadi alangkah bagusnya jika setiap pa-
sangan bisa berdoa bersama. Dengan berdoa 
bersama setiap hari kita mengundang Tuhan 
masuk ke dalam pernikahan setiap hari, setiap 
saat. Mereka dapat berdoa dan membicarakan 
beban yang ada di dalam hati mereka dan apa 
yang terjadi di dalam kehidupan mereka setiap 
hari. Ketika dua orang individu yang egois ber-
lutut didepan Tuhan dan percaya bahwa Dia 
mempunyai rencana dan tujuan di dalam hidup 
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mereka, ini akan membuat mereka menjadi 
damai. Coba anda bayangkan betapa damainya 
kita jika Tuhan hadir di dalam pernikahan dan 
Dia akan bersama-sama berjalan dan mem-
bantu kita melewati setiap konfl ik yang hadir 
di dalam hubungan pernikahan.

• Konfrontasi masalah jangan meny-
erang orangnya 
Kita suka menghampiri konfl ik seperti seorang 
pengacara: “Aku tidak akan mengaku kalau ini 
semua adalah salahku. Karena bukan hanya 
aku saja yang bersalah tapi kamu juga ber-
salah.” Pola menyelesaikan konfl ik seperti ini 
tidah membangun hubungan harmonis malah-
an menghancurkannya. Sewaktu kita mau ber-
bicara tentang konfl ik baiklah kita berbicara 
jangan di depan orang banyak tetapi bicaralah 
dengan hati-hati. Ketika kita mengkonfrontasi 
masalah janganlah kita menyerang pasangan 
kita. Kita harus bisa mengungkapkan kekesalan 
kita terhadap perbuatannya dengan baik dan 
jangan menyerang orangnya. Sebaliknya jika 
kita dikonfrontasi, kita juga harus bisa mena-
han diri untuk tidak bertahan atau malah balik 
menyerang pasangan kita. Setelah kita selesai 
mengkonfrontasi maka kita juga harus bisa 
memaafkan. Maaf disini berarti kita melepas-
kan hak kita untuk menghukum pasangan kita. 
Ruth Bell Graham, istri Billy Graham, pernah 
berkata “pernikahan yang baik merupakan 
gabungan 2 orang pemaaf.”

• Mengetahui amarah dan bisa mengon-
tolnya

Ada banyak pasangan yang merasa kaget ketika 
marah. Kenapa dibilang kaget? Karena mereka 
tidak tahu bagaimana beraksi dan menghadapi 
amarah yang sesuai dengan Alkitab. Ada yang 
memendam kemarahan seperti bom yang siap 
meledak. Ada juga yang langsung beraksi dan 
teriak-teriak. Marah sendiri sebenarnya tidak 
salah tetapi tindakan yang tidak dapat dikon-
tol ketika marahlah yang dapat membuat kita 
salah.

Marah merupakan perasaan yang terjadi kare-
na disebabkan sesuatu. Tidak mungkin ses-
eorang bisa marah tanpa ada apa-apa. Kita bisa 
marah kebanyakan karena kita dikecewakan 
atau dilukai oleh pasangan kita atau kebutu-
han dan perhatian kita tidak dicukupi. Marah 
tidak salah tetapi memendam kemarahan sam-
pai menjadi benci adalah suatu kesalahan be-
sar. Bagaimana kasih dapat tumbuh di dalam 
hubungan yang penuh dengan kebencian un-
tuk pasangannya?

Mungkin dengan ini kita dapat berefl eksi dan 
memikirkan kapan terakhir kali kita meminta 
maaf dan memaafkan pasangan kita? Coba 
dibayangkan kapan kita terakhir kali berkata 
“Maaf sayang karena aku telah melukai per-
asaanmu.” Seperti di Efesus 4:26-27, kalau kita 
mempraktekan saling memaafkan maka kon-
fl ik bisa dikurangi dan setiap pasangan dapat 
bertumbuh di dalam kasih agape. Kalau tidak 
maka konfl ik dan marah bisa menjadi senjata 
yang sangat membahayakan di hubungan per-
nikahan.
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A handful of Sunday School chil-
dren giggled.  A few stifl ed a chuckle, but 
one brazen kid pointed out, "You’re old!  
How can you be a child of God?"

It wasn't pleasant being pointed out that 
I was "old" (at least from the kids' per-
spective), but the point was, that no mat-
ter how many years of life I gained, I will 
forever remain a child of God. And be-

cause of that, I shall receive His discipline 
all the days of my life.

Discipline, or training, can come in four 
forms: instruction, admonitions, correc-
tion/reproof/rebuke, or punishment. But 
perhaps the most important part is that 
the discipline of God stems from His 
grace and love. Hebrews 12:5-6 reads, 
“My son, do not regard lightly the disci-
pline of the Lord, nor be weary when re-
proved by Him.  For the Lord disciplines 
the one He loves, and chastises every 
son whom He receives.”  (ESV)  This 
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verse reminds me to keep things in per-
spective when the discipline feels as un-
comfortable as a set of teeth in braces. 

The crooked tooth that is being straight-
ened out defi nitely feels the pain of the 
treatment, yet without the correction 
(despite the discomfort), the tooth can 
only grow more and more awry.  The 
braces, like any form of discipline, aren’t 
meant to harm or punish cruelly, but to 
produce a healthier set teeth.  

Just what then, do the teeth contribute 
to this process?  Nothing, except to obey 
the tug of the brackets, wires, and rub-
ber bands.  Likewise, as a child of God, 
I must obey the will, commands and in-
structions of God.  It leads us to be "self 
controlled, upright living, and godliness" 
(Titus 2:12).  And this obedience should 
not come out of fear of punishment or 
want for reward, but rather, out of love 
and gratitude.  John 14:23 reads, “Jesus 
answered him, ‘If anyone loves me, he will 
keep my word, and my Father will love 
him, and we will come to him and make 
our home with him. Whoever does not 
love me does not keep my words. And 
the word that you hear is not mine but 
the Father’s who sent me.’”  The Lord 
disciplines us out of love; we should then 
respond by obeying Him in love.

Teeth can never be able to feel the sen-
timents of gratitude or love, but luckily, 
we’re more than teeth, and we can re-
spond to God’s discipline with both.

(Notes from 1/15/2011, Saturday Fellow-
ship)
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Arti Sebenarnya dari KASIH KRISTEN
Eksposisi 1 Korintus 13:1-7
Oleh Pdt. Wilson Suwanto

1 Korintus 13 adalah bagian Alkitab yang sangat terkenal berbicara tentang kasih. Banyak 
orang mengutip bagian ini untuk pernikahan. Yang luar biasa mengenai 1 Korintus 13 adalah 
ketika berbicara tentang kasih, tidak ada unsur sentimental, sensual, atau seksual. Berbeda 
sekali dengan pembicaraan tentang “cinta” pada zaman sekarang. 

 Zaman sekarang, istilah “cinta” selalu ada unsur 
yang duniawi, kedagingan, dan sentimental. Cinta 
hanya dianggap “perasaan,” dan bahkan objeknya 
pun tidak jelas. Ada yang berkata: “Saya suka 
bersepeda” (I love to bike). Atau, “Saya sudah 
makanan itu” (I love the food). Istilah “love” su-
dah kehilangan arti yang sebenarnya karena dosa. 
Manusia berdosa menggunakan istilah “love” 
tetapi melupakan Tuhan yang adalah kasih. Lepas 
dari Tuhan, kita tidak akan mengerti konsep “ka-
sih” yang sebenarnya.
     Dalam 1 Korintus 13, Rasul Paulus menghen-
daki agar setiap orang Kristen hidup dalam kasih 
Allah. Kasih adalah jalan yang lebih indah dari-
pada segala sesuatu, termasuk daripada karunia-
karunia. 1 Korintus 12 dan 14 berbicara tentang 
karunia. Paulus sengaja menyisipkan 1 Korintus 
13 di tengah-tengah supaya jemaat Korintus 
menyadari bahwa kasih adalah yang terpenting, 
bukan karunia-karunia itu. Dalam ayat 1-3, Pau-
lus mengajarkan apa yang terjadi kalau tidak ada 
kasih. Dan, dalam ayat 4-7, Paulus menjelaskan 
apa itu kasih. 

1.  Sekalipun aku dapat berkata-kata den-
gan semua bahasa manusia dan bahasa 
malaikat, tetapi jika aku tidak mempunyai 
kasih, aku sama dengan gong yang berku-
mandang dan canang yang gemerincing.

     Orang Korintus ingin mengejar karunia ber-
bahasa roh atau bahasa supranatural seperti para 

malaikat. Paulus berkata, sekalipun ia bisa ber-
bahasa demikian, namun tanpa kasih, tidak ada 
artinya. Jadi yang terpenting bukanlah karunia 
roh seperti itu, tetapi kasih. Tanpa kasih, segala 
sesuatu tidak berarti.

Orang yang hanya memamerkan kebolehannya 
atau karunianya, tidak ada kasih. Kasih itu me-
layani sesama, termasuk yang paling hina. Ke-
tika seseorang memamerkan kebolehannya se-
mata-mata untuk mendapatkan pujian, ia sedang 
menyatakan bahwa ia tidak mengasihi Tuhan 
atau sesama, hanya mengasihi dirinya sendiri. 
     Ketika orang membanggakan diri dengan 
suara nyaring, suara itu sama seperti gong atau 
canang. Suara itu monoton, dan kalau bunyi itu 
terus-menerus ada, telinga kita tidak akan tahan 
mendengarnya. Tanpa kasih, suara yang mem-
banggakan diri adalah kosong dan tidak berarti. 

2.  Sekalipun aku mempunyai karunia un-
tuk bernubuat dan aku mengetahui se-
gala rahasia dan memiliki seluruh penge-
tahuan; dan sekalipun aku memiliki iman 
yang sempurna untuk memindahkan gu-
nung, tetapi jika aku tidak mempunyai ka-
sih, aku sama sekali tidak berguna.

     Sekalipun kita bisa bernubuat, mempunyai 
pengetahuan rohani, dan mempunyai iman yang 
kuat, tanpa kasih, semua itu tidak ada artinya. 
Ketiga karunia yang disebutkan ini dapat men

....................................................................................................................................................
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jadi berkat bagi gereja Tuhan. Nubuat mengin-
gatkan orang akan fi rman Tuhan. Pengetahuan 
mengajar orang lebih mengerti fi rman. Iman 
memberikan contoh kepada orang untuk bertah-
an dalam kesulitan. Namuan semua itu bisa di-
lakukan tanpa kasih kepada Tuhan dan sesama. 
     Kita bisa melayani sesama karena kewajiban 
atau karena terpaksa, bukan karena kasih. Kita 
bisa menjadi teladan karena ingin membang-
gakan diri, bukan karena mengasihi sesama. Kita 
bisa mengejar pengetahuan rohani dan menga-
jarkannya pada orang lain, bukan karena kasih 
kepada Tuhan dan sesama, tetapi karena kebang-
gaan kepada diri sendiri. Semua ini sia-sia. 

3.  Dan sekalipun aku membagi-bagikan 
segala sesuatu yang ada padaku, bahkan 
menyerahkan tubuhku untuk dibakar, 
tetapi jika aku tidak mempunyai kasih, se-
dikitpun tidak ada faedahnya bagiku.

     Bagaimana mungkin ada orang memberi-
kan segala sesuatu kepada orang miskin dalam 
jangka waktu panjang, namun tidak ada kasih? 
Bahkan pemuda yang kaya pun tidak sanggup 
melakukannya. Paulus berkata bahwa kalaupun 
dia sanggup, namun tidak ada kasih, tidak ada 
gunanya bagi Paulus. Kalau seseorang memberi 
untuk dipuji oleh orang lain, ia bukan mengasihi 
orang yang ia beri, tetapi mengasihi diri sendiri. 
Ini bukanlah “kasih” yang dimaksudkan oleh 
Tuhan. 
     Banyak orang berpikir bahwa memberi untuk 
dipuji itu membawa “faedah” bagi si pemberi. 
Ia mendapatkan pujian, tepuk tangan, sanjun-
gan, dsb. Semua itu tidak ada gunanya. Semua 
itu akan berlalu. Kalau demikian, orang tersebut 
akan merasa “kekosongan” setelah ia berbuat 
banyak bagi orang miskin. Maka ia menjadi ke-
cewa dan jengkel, bahkan mengalami kepahitan 
karena ia tidak mendapatkan kepuasan sejati 
yang ia impikan. Apakah orang ini masih bisa 
memberi setelah itu? Tentu saja tidak. Kalaupun 
ya, ia akan menuntut lebih banyak pujian atau 
pengakuan daripada sebelumnya. Lama kela-

maan, orang akan mengetahui bahwa ini bukan 
soal belas kasihan kepada sesama yang miskin; 
ini adalah persoalan ego si pemberi. Kesalahan-
nya? Tidak ada kasih.
     Atau, ada seseorang yang memberikan bukan 
hanya harta, tetapi seluruh dirinya bagi orang 
lain. Bayangkan seorang ibu yang menderita luka 
bakar demi menyelamatkan anaknya dari api, 
atau seorang ayah yang menderita sakit karena 
bekerja siang malam untuk keluarga. Sekalipun 
demikian, tanpa kasih, semua perbuatan itu tidak 
ada gunanya bagi si pemberi. Dengan kata lain, 
Paulus berkata: kalau tidak ada kasih, tidak usah 
berbuat karena tidak ada gunanya, dan kalau ada 
kasih, berbuatlah dengan segenap hati.
     Secara negatif kita bisa katakan, kasih bukan-
lah sekedar pengorbanan atau pelayanan bagi 
orang lain. Kasih bukanlah perbuatan lahiriah, 
melainkan sikap hati. Dan, sikap hati ini akan 
tercermin di dalam perbuatan. Maka menuju tiga 
ayat berikutnya, Paulus menjelaskan apa itu si-
kap hati “kasih.”

Ayat 4 - 7:  Kasih itu sabar; kasih itu murah hati; 
ia tidak cemburu. Ia tidak memegahkan diri dan 
tidak sombong.  Ia tidak melakukan yang tidak 
sopan dan tidak mencari keuntungan diri sendiri. 
Ia tidak pemarah dan tidak menyimpan kesalahan 
orang lain.  Ia tidak bersukacita karena ketidakadi-
lan, tetapi karena kebenaran.  Ia menutupi segala 
sesuatu, percaya segala sesuatu, mengharapkan 
segala sesuatu, sabar menanggung segala ses-
uatu.

1.  Kasih itu sabar; kasih itu murah hati.

     Sabar berarti sabar memikul kesakitan dan 
luka yang ditimbulkan pihak lain terhadap kita. 
Lawannya adalah pembalasan. Sabar berarti ti-
dak membalas dan tidak lekas menjadi marah. 
Sabar berarti meresponi kelemahan sifat orang 
lain dengan penguasaan diri. Sama seperti Tuhan 
sabar terhadap kita, kita harus sabar terhadap 
orang lain. Tuhan itu sempurna, namun Ia ma-
sih sabar terhadap kita. Apalagi kita yang tidak 
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sempurna, kita harus juga sabar dan mengerti 
kelemahan orang lain. Sabar berhubungan erat 
dan kemurahan hati (Galatia 5:22).

2.  Kasih tidak cemburu.

     Cemburu berarti iri hati. Kain iri terhadap 
Habel dan membunuhnya. Anak-anak Yakub iri 
terhadap Yusuf, dan mereka menjualnya men-
jadi budak. Imam besar dan teman-temannya iri 
terhadap rasul-rasul dan memenjarakan mereka. 
Orang Yahudi iri terhadap Paulus dan Barnabas, 
lalu mengusir mereka. Kalau kita penuh kasih, 
kita tidak akan iri hati terhadap orang lain. Iri 
hati hanya ingin mengambil dari orang lain. Ka-
sih itu memberi kepada orang lain.

3.  Kasih tidak memegahkan diri dan tidak 
sombong.

Berbeda dengan orang yang memegahkan diri 
karena bisa bicara bahasa malaikat, seorang yang 
penuh kasih tidak akan melakukan ini. Kebang-
gaan demikian menandakan orang tersebut tidak 
mempunyai kasih. Bahkan ini disebut dosa yang 
dibenci oleh Tuhan (Amsal 6:16-17). Tanpa ka-
sih, pengetahuan yang tinggi hanya menghan-
curkan sesama dan diri sendiri. Kesombongan 
adalah egoisme yang ditonjolkan, tetapi kasih 
adalah kerendahan hati yang sejati. Orang yang 
sombong, tidak ada kasih. Orang yang penuh ka-
sih, tidak mungkin sombong.

4.  Kasih  tidak melakukan yang tidak so-
pan dan tidak mencari keuntungan diri 
sendiri. Ia tidak pemarah dan tidak meny-
impan kesalahan orang lain.

     Orang yang penuh kasih akan berusaha ber-
sikap sopan terhadap orang lain, baik yang kaya 
atau miskin, tinggi atau rendah posisinya, musuh 
atau teman. Orang yang penuh kasih juga akan 
berpakaian sopan karena ia tidak ingin menjadi 
batu sandungan bagi orang lain. Kasih memikir-
kan orang lain, bukan mencari keuntungan send-

iri.
Kasih juga tidak pemarah karena kasih itu sabar. 
Kesabarannya juga berarti ia tidak mengingat-
ingat atau menghitung kesalahan orang lain. 
Seringkali kita hilang kesabaran karena meng-
ingat kesalahan orang lain. Ketika kita belajar 
mengampuni dengan segenap hati, kita bisa 
merasakan kekuatan yang Tuhan berikan untuk 
belajar sabar. 

5.  Kasih tidak bersukacita karena ketida-
kadilan, tetapi karena kebenaran.

     Banyak orang menganggap kasih sebagai 
kompromi dengan ketidak-adilan, padahal disini 
dikatakan bahwa kasih bersukacita karena ke-
benaran. Ketika Yohanes Pembaptis menyatakan 
kebenaran dengan tegas, ia bertindak dari kasih. 
Kasih dan kebenaran tidak dapat dipisahkan. 
Kasih sejati berpegang pada kebenaran. 

6.  Ia menutupi segala sesuatu, percaya 
segala sesuatu, mengharapkan segala ses-
uatu, sabar menanggung segala sesuatu.

     Kasih menutupi banyak pelanggaran (1 Pe-
trus 4:9). Kasih tidak membicarakan kelemahan 
orang lain di depan semua orang.  Ia seperti se-
limut yang menu-
tupi hal-hal yang kurang menyenangkan dari 
orang lain. Kita bisa menghindari bicara mem-
permalukan orang lain di depan umum karena 
itu tidak membangun. 
Ia percaya bahwa Tuhan itu maha tahu. Ia ti-
dak perlu mengungkapkan kesalahan orang lain 
karena Tuhan mengetahui segala sesuatu. Ia 
percaya bahwa segala sesuatu ada dalam tangan 
Tuhan. Tidak ada sesuatu yang terjadi di luar ke-
daulatan Tuhan.  Karena imannya kepada Tuhan, 
seorang yang penuh kasih punya pengharapan. 
Ia selalu berpengharapan karena ia memandang 
kepada Tuhan.
     Kasih rela memikul kesepian, penderitaan, 
kesulitan di dalam segala sesuatu. Paulus ber-
kata kalau kita menderita bersama Kristus, kita 
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juga akan memerintah bersamaNya (2 Timotius 2:12). Ketika kita mengasihi seseorang, kita rela men-
derita baginya. Inilah kasih Tuhan kepada kita, manusia berdosa. Karena kasih, Kristus rela menderita 
dan berkorban untuk menanggung hukuman Tuhan atas dosa kita. 
     Seluruh atribut kasih dalam 1 Korintus 13 dapat ditemukan dalam diri Yesus Kristus. Kalau kita 
melihat Kristus, kita menemukan kasih sejati (Agape) yang digambarkan dalam 1 Korintus 13. Untuk 
memiliki kasih demikian, kita harus senantiasa memandang kepada Kristus dan salibNya sehingga 
kita beroleh kekuatan dan teladan untuk mengasihi sesama seperti Dia telah mengasihi kita.

Translation:

The True Meaning of Christian Love 
(1 Corinthians 13:1-7)

Today the word love is always associated with 
feeling without any concrete object. People can 
say I love biking or I love that food so the true 
meaning of the word love is gone because of sin. 
They have already forgotten that God is love and 
without God we will not be able to understand true 
love. The TRUE LOVE spoken in the bible does 
not have the element of sentimental or sensual 
or sexual. In 1 Corinthians 13, a verse popular for 
marriage counseling, talks about love as a road 
that more beautiful than everything including 
blessing. Paul talks about what will happened if 
there is no love in verses 1-3 and inside verses 4-7 
Paul explains about what is love.
People in Corinthian always try to get blessing 
especially the ability to speak in tongue. However 
Paul says without love everything is invaluable 
including speaking in tongue. He also explains 
further about performing miracles, spiritual un-
derstanding, and strong faith. All of these abilities 
can bring blessing to church but without love to 
God and others everything will be empty. 

People can serve others with the wrong reasons 
like forced to or want to be praised. But when 
someone is boasting his ability only to get praise, 
he does not love God and others he only cares 
and love himself. Also the praises that the person 
received will be gone one day and it will make him 

feel empty, disappointed, and angry. 

Then what is true love that the Bible or Paul in 
this case taught? Love is patient and kind. Patient 
means able to bear hurt and pain that caused by 
others. Just like Jesus Christ who is being patient 
with us who have a lot of weaknesses. Love is 
also not jealous because jealousy wants to take 
from someone and love is giving to others.

Love is not proud. Proud is self-centered and 
showing off your ego but true love is humble. 
Prideful people have no love and people with love 
will not be prideful. Love is not angry and keeps 
others’ mistakes in our heart. People often lose 
their patient when they remember others’ mis-
takes but when you are with love you are sup-
posed to forgive with all your heart.

Believe and hope in everything is also the mean-
ing of true love. This can only happened because 
of the faith in God. Love enables people to bear 
loneliness and difficulties in all situations. When 
we love someone we are willing to suffer for them. 
All of the attributes that we found in 1 Corinthians 
13 can be seen in Jesus Christ. When look into 
Him we will be able to find the true love which is 
Agape.
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________________________________________________________________

In Closing
Let us not lean on the world that continually changes. Let us lean on God who never 
changes and continues to love us. Let us also lead others to Him as an expression of our 

gratefulness for His guidance and willingness to use us as his instruments.

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. (Hebrews 13: 8)
God’s love towards us never changed.

In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. (1 John 4: 10)

Because of the love of God, we are given the gift of salvation through Jesus Christ.

The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth and forevermore.
(Psalms 121: 8)

Because of the love of God, we are protected by him now and always.

“…teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, 
to the end of the age." (Matthew 28: 20)

Because of the love of God, he will be with us always.

In 28 years, the changes in the world were drastic. The weather drastically changed. 
Natural disasters increased in frequency and magnitude. World politics becomes more 

chaotic and the rule of law grows weaker.

God's Unchanging Love continues from page 7
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1 Corinthians 13:8
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Growing with AGAPE love in the Church

Reflection on why most of the time our love fails.

n the Bible, the second greatest command-
ment that Jesus says is to love others as 
ourselves: “And the second is like it: ‘Love 

your neighbor as yourself.” (Mat 22:39) Hence, 
loving others is an essential part of Christian 
life. How important love in Christian life is also 
found in 1 Cor 13:13:  “And now these three 
remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest 
of these is love.” But do we really know the 
kind of love that Jesus is talking about here? The 
English language has only one word for love, but 
in the original written Bible we have different 
words for different kinds of love. In the Bible, 
God’s love (agape) completely contradicts hu-
man love (philia) so that the two cannot be 
compared but only contrasted.

AGAPE VS PHILEO

According to the concordance, the word Jesus 
uses for love here is agape. Agape love is di-
vine love; it is His nature, and only He can give 
this kind of love. This love is self-sacrifi cial and 
unconditional, so agape is not based on the lov-
ability of the object. The greatest example of 
this is when Jesus died on the Cross for sinners 
like us [Rom 5:8]. We as the children of God 
also ought to learn how to love (agape) others 

by placing God as the primary object and obey-
ing His commandments. We have to remember 
this agape love is what Jesus uses in His teach-
ings to love others.1 

While agape love is motivated by our obedi-
ence and commitment to God, philia (or ph-
ileo) love is generated by one’s feeling. This phil-
ia love is usually what people think they need 
to do when they read this verse. Philia love is 
the feeling of tender affection between friends: 
sentimental, sympathy, and all the warm feelings 
for their friends. The defi nition of Philia as sum-

marized from the New Testament2:

" 'PHILEO' is a love which consists of the 
glow of the heart kindled by the percep-
tion of that in the object which affords us 
pleasure. It is the response of the human 
[soul] to what appeals to it as pleasur-
able... The word was used to speak of a 
friendly affection. It is a love called out of 
one in response to a feeling of pleasure 
or delight which one experiences from 
an apprehension of qualities in another 

that furnish such pleasure or delight.” 

Agape, on the other hand, speaks of a love 
which is given without regard to the precious-
ness of the object. 

I
By: Merissa Halim
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More of the differences between agape and 

philia can be found in John 21:12-17. There are 

two different types of love mentioned in this 

conversation instead of one in the English trans-

lated Bible. When Jesus asks Peter, “Do you love 

me, more than these?” He uses the word agape. 

But, Peter answers, “Yes Lord, you know that 

I love you.” Peter uses the word philia to de-

scribe his love. Peter, who’s still feeling the sting 

of disappointment after denying Jesus, realizes 

that his love falls short of the standard of God’s 

love. We observe here that philia love only goes 

as far as affection for the friend, and it cannot 

go beyond that. Thus, Peter admits his limited 

love.  In this conversation, Jesus taught us to 

possess a love that is beyond just feeling. He is 

commanding us to have agape love for Him as 

well as to others. Agape is commanded because 

it is unnatural in us. The more we know God, 

the more we can love others unconditionally. 

Here are some contrast between agape and 
philia:

Here are some questions to refl ect 
how we love others: agape or philia?

DO WE LOVE OTHERS 
DISCRIMINATIVELY? 

Due to its nature, philia love is a discriminative 

love. It starts with liking certain people with 

conditions, such those who are lovable, easy to 

get along with, and those who have other good 

personalities. On the other hand, it creates 

boundaries to those outside the criteria. Our 

philia love could only go to a certain extent to 

them. We may not realize it but it is shown in 

the declination of our attitude toward them 

and how easy we judge their actions. On the 

other hand, as God’s agape love is for all man-

kind, agape love is not selective and seeks the 

welfare for all (not some). Do we befriend only 

with those we like and easy to get along with?

DOES OUR LOVE HAVE 
A LIMIT?

Philia love has a limit to how far one wants 

to do for others, especially in confl icts. When 

confl ict arises between friends, our philia love 

for the person is declining. Since the nature of 

philia love is an emotional based, when confl ict 

arises, it’s easy to replace the pleasure with 

hatred. Although we originally philia love him/

her, but confl icts between friends are inevitable. 

Confl icts between friends arise mostly because 

of the different opinions and ways of expres-

sions as God created us differently. As we get 

Philia Agape
Natural Learned
Emotional Volitional
Conditional Unconditional
Discriminatory Non-discriminatory
Pleasure Preciousness
Delight Esteem
Liking Prizing
Because of In spite of
Fails Never fails
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to know a person more, the more differences 

and fl aws about that person we see unless we 

never get to know him/her more. With these 

differences and fl aws about others, it became 

harder for us to get along with someone. As 

a result, the relationship is getting distant. The 

question is: when there is confl ict, could we still 

have tender affection for them and preserve 

the relationship? It will be hard without the 

commitment to love. The Bible says true agape 

love always preserve (1 Cor 13).

DOES OUR LOVE COME WITH 
HYPOCRISY?

Also, because of the differences and fl aws be-

tween us and our brothers and sisters, they will 

at least hurt us or turn us down once even un-

intentionally. When hurt, we try to forgive as 

taught to forgive those who hurt us. We may 

not realize this but if we only have philia love, 

our forgiveness is only temporary, thus it can 

turn friends into enemies. For example, it is eas-

ier for us to forgive those who hurt us after we 

get even with them or after we talk negatively 

about them behind their back. It satisfi es our 

emotions to do that and it makes it easier for 

us to forgive. After we are satisfi ed, we some-

times even dare to say that we forgive them 

and say we still love them. Does this describe 

us? This is not the real forgiveness the Bible is 

talking about. When our love is acted this way, 

it’s only making us look like a hypocrite to God 

and to others. But when we have agape love, 

we will forgive them sincerely without grudges.

Hopefully, by this we can understand how im-

perfect our love compared to God’s love for us. 

We can understand and see how unconditional, 

self-sacrifi cial, and magnifi cent God’s love is for 

us. Even though our love to others is far from 

agape love, we as the children of God should 

learn and exercise agape love to others, espe-

cially in the church.

Having self-Control is the greatest 
thing we can do to love others.

When one exercises controls over his/her 

own bad habit, selfi shness, negative emotions, 

undesired impulses for the sake of his friends, 

this is the greatest thing he/she can do for his 

friend as it wants to protect his friend.  This is 

the same sacrifi cial attitude motivated by agape 

love that Jesus teaches: “Greater love has no 

one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends.” (John 15:13). Agape love requires a 

sacrifi ce. Sacrifi ce is inherently costly to the 

giver, or it is not considered as a real sacrifi ce. 

The love described here is not in our nature; it 

requires a decision that will from time to time 

bring intense pressure to control oneself. Inside 

everyone, there is a battle between the fl esh 

(self) and the spirit.3 How can one claim to love 

someone if he does not have self-control? This 

love does not come from ourselves, but it is the 

fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22).
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TO RESTRAIN OUR 
SELFISH NATURE

The world teaches if we want to love others 

we have fi rst learn to esteem ourselves, which 

will result in love-self and self-seeking nature. 

When one sees the need of others according 

to himself, he is making himself to be the center 

of the universe and thus the reference to right 

and wrong. One could also be self-righteous. 

Whatever he does, there is the justifi cation or 

reasoning. Since he is right, others have to fol-

low him. The “me”/ego cannot be wrong and 

does not take rebuke or criticize. It is silly for 

one to think that the world revolves around 

him like this. When we practice this, we create 

a love that is based on ourselves, a love that is 

at our convenient, self-benefi cial, never wrong, 

and selfi sh.

In contrast, the Bible says fallen humans are by 

nature love-self; therefore no commandment 

is given to love self but to self-sacrifi cially love 

God and others. When we restrain our selfi sh 

nature, we are caring and concerned primar-

ily for one’s benefi t and welfare. We become 

sensitive with their needs. When we stop be-

ing self-centered, we make God the center of 

everything. As a result, we are able point others 

toward God, so it helps them turn away from 

worldly pleasures. As love seeks the welfare of 

others in the long run and gives the best for the 

person, what could be better than our friend’s 

grown faith in the Lord Jesus Christ? When we 

restraint our selfi sh nature, we avoid of becom-

ing a stumbling block to others as the self wants 

to do what it selfi shly wants to do. 

TO RESTRAIN THE SELF 
FROM NEGATIVE EMOTIONS AND 

UNDESIRED IMPULSES

There are many aspects of self-control in a rela-

tionship. In a relationship, one of the most com-

mon aspects of self-control in is from Leviticus 

19:18: “Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge 

against anyone among your people”. When one 

is provoked, it is the very nature of our reac-

tion to get even (seek revenge) in one way or 

another. We could infl ict injury to others in 

any forms of words or actions. One could at-

tack directly to the person or one could hold 

grudges silently. However, holding grudges will 

eventually become an attack when one gives a 

negative feedback toward the person through 

complaining or talking behind their back. These 

reactions satisfy us, but the end result is we are 

not protecting the person. Revenging is only 

creating a gap in the relationship, and it will cre-

ate distrust among us. 

To be angry is not a problem; however, when 

we become offensive or hold grudges then 

it becomes a problem. When the Holy Spirit 

gives us self-control, it enables us to keep our 

tongues, acts, and heart in check with the Holy 

Spirit. We are not easily provoked because we 

love others. We want to protect them and pre-
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serve the relationship as love always protects 

and preserves. In this situation, why not be 

honest to the person that his act is unpleasant 

to us; therefore he needs to change. When we 

are communicating such problem, it may seem 

like our ego is put lower, but communications 

straighten up problems as communication is 

the essential key in all kinds of relationship.

TO RESTRAIN 
OUR HABIT/SELF-RIGHTEOUS ACT

Another most common aspect of self-control 

that we need to have in the church is the no-

tion to say the right words at the right time. 

That is we have to be careful when we give a 

correction to someone. Even though what we 

are saying comes from the truth and with a sin-

cere motivation, it will still be a judgment for 

them. For example, when we know one of our 

friends is walking astray from God, we have to 

be able to tell them with the right timing and 

wordings. The words that we use can make him 

closer to God or make him astray even further, 

especially if we appear to be arrogant about 

our spiritual life. This is what Paul is talking 

about in 1 Cor 13:1-3 that we become like “a 

resounding gong or a clanging cymbal” without 

love (agape). We have to avoid this and instead 

we need to humbly help them to get through 

his guilt and understand how hard it is to fi ght 

the human nature.

Knowing God’s Words does not mean that we 

can judge others and correct them because we 

are more righteous. But knowing God’s Words 

more means that we can know what is best or 

not for us as well as for others. Moreover, we 

have more responsibility in rebuking our broth-

ers and sisters who are walking astray because 

we love them and want them to grow in their 

faith. We just need to ask the Holy Spirit to 

show us how to love them instead of judging 

them. Indeed, agape love is not shallow. It has 

a very deep meaning and only we Christians 

need an understanding and practice in our walk. 

Hopefully, we will make a commitment to love 

(agape) others, and, by this, we all can grow to-

gether in God’s love. 

References:
1.)          Mat 22:37-40, Mat 5:44, John 13:33-35, John 
15:9-17
2.) [Cp. Rev 22:15; Mt 6:5; 10:37; 23:6; Lk 20:46; 
Jn 11:3, 36; 16:27; 1 Cor 16:22], taken from Ken-
neth Wuest states, (Wuest's Word Studies, From the 
Greek New Testament, Vol 3, Eerdmans Publishing 
Co, Grand Rapids, Mi, 1992, #28, p. 62.
3.) The fl esh and the spirit are constantly 
fi ghting each other to gain control of the person.  
A double minded person is a person that bounces 
back and forth between agape love and the fl esh. 
Never establishing or committing themselves com-
pletely, to walk in God's love or any other part of 
God's word. 
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     this edition, we thought it would 

be interesting if we conduct 

a survey on the subject of LOVE. In 

the survey, we did not defi ne the love 

relationship. We just want to see what 

came in mind from the word. From the 

participants’ comments, we feel that 

they are thinking about love between a 

man and a woman. The purpose of this 

survey is to see people’s understanding 

about love as this subject is not as easy 

as it may seem and to “quiz” IEC Azusa 

whether the members know the true love 

that the Bible is talking about or not. And 

by the way, the Biblical love (agape) is the 

total opposite from what the Hollywood 

portrays. Also, it would be interesting to 

limit the question to two answers: whether 

love is a commitment or an emotion. As it 

will show whether the answers are weighted 

more toward commitment or emotion. We 

also took note of the participants’ gender 

and marital status. Here is a reminder what 

the survey looks like:

o 

r 

t

d 

We 

er 

at

According to you, what is LOVE:

a. Commitment

b. Emotion

According to you, LOVE is 

sustained by:

a. Commitment

b. Emotion

Your gender:

a. Female
b. Male

Your status:

a. Married
b. single

by: Agape Team
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 In this survey, we have 96 people 
participating with the age ranging from high 
school to adult. Note that we happened 
to have equal numbers of female and male 
participants. To understand the results better, 
we group the results based on the combination 
of their answers. Then, we break the results 
down further to see how many were women 
or men and single or married in each group.
 Before going into the results of the 
survey, let us explore the most common 
stereotypes of men 
and women when it 
comes to marriage. 
We would expect 
most single females 
think that love is 
a commitment 
and sustained by 
emotion. Usually, 
most females are 
committed in their 
relationships with their friends and family. Their 
love would grow as they care for them and 
more emotionally involved. The same way also 
applies for the single females’ perspectives on 
love in marriage. However, only the married 
female seems to have more experience about 
love. They had understood that the happy 
ending of a true love couple in the movies is 
not the end of the story. In reality, it is actually 
the beginning of marriage. So, these married 
females would think that love is a commitment 

but also sustained by a commitment. 
 On the other hand, we would expect 
most males, both single and married, to 
perceive love as an emotion and sustained it 
with a commitment. Men are usually scared 
to get married because they know marriage 
is a lifetime commitment and for that they 
need a strong emotion drive to commit into 
the relationship.  Most men would think that 
love is an emotion that will gradually decrease 
as time passes and that eventually becomes 

a commitment. But 
let us see if these 
stereotypes apply to 
IEC Azusa.
 The fi rst group 
(AA) is the ones 
who answer LOVE 
is a commitment 
and sustained by a 
commitment; by the 
way, they are the 

majority (59 people). This group consists of 
13 single males, 11 married males, 15 single 
females and 20 married females. Notice: more 
than ¾ of the females that took the survey 
belong to this group and with about the same 
number of single and married females. Only 
1/2 of the total men in the survey belong in 
this group.
 The second group (BA) is the ones 
who answer LOVE is an emotion and sustained 
by a commitment, and there are 19 people 
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in this group. This group consists of 8 single 
males, 5 married males, 4 single females, and 
2 married females. Notice, the majority in this 
group is single males and minority is married 
females.
 The third group (AB) is the ones who 
answer love is a commitment and sustained 
by an emotion, and there are 9 people in this 
group. This group consists of 4 single males, 
3 married males, and 2 married females. No 
single females are in this group.
 The fourth group (BB), whose answer 
love is an emotion and sustained by an 
emotion, consists of one single female. 
Last but not least, we want to mention the 
creative (“other”) group made up of those 
people that think outside the box in answering 
the questions. They circled both commitment 
and emotion in at least one of the two 
questions. Their answer is a combination of 
these. There are a total of 5 people. 
 From the results of this survey, we 

can see that most women in IEC Azusa see 
love as a commitment rather than an emotion 
whether they are single or married. Most 
single males think love is a commitment and 
sustained by a commitment, but less than the 
numbers of these males, some single males 
thinks love is an emotion and sustained by a 
commitment. The majorities of married males 
also think love is a commitment and sustained 
by a commitment.
There are different types of love discussed 
in the editorial section. However, the focus 
of this edition theme is the Christian love, 
also referred to agape love. This love is  
commitment based.

 W h a t 
does ‘love is a 
c o m m i t m e n t 
based’ mean? 
Agape love is the 
greater love that 
Jesus was talking 
about in John 15:13: 
13 Greater love 
(agape) has no one 

than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
It is indeed a greater love and it is characterized 
by commitment. It is the commitment that 
prompted God to sacrifi ce His son for us. This 
is a greater love characterized by commitment 
even when someone is not so lovable. Don’t 
forget that God demonstrate agape love in 
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Other Says
 

on LOVE
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Finding a Home

I was working as a real estate agent at the 
time. One day a couple contacted me; they 
were looking to buy a house. They asked 
me to help them fi nd the right house and 
I was eager to help them. I assembled a 
listing of houses that I thought they would 
be interested in and proceeded to take them 
and visit the houses. We visited one house 
after another and none of the houses we 
visited was enough to raise their interest. I 
continued to put more effort to help them 
with their house search and still none of the 
houses were up to par.

One day I found more houses for them to 
see and made a call to see if they would 
like me to show these houses to them. The 
couple informed me that they had already 
purchased a house through another agent. 
At fi rst I was frustrated; thinking that they 
could have at least called to let me know 
that they have found a house to buy. But after 
some time, I realized that it does absolutely 
no good to be upset about the situation. 
Although it would have been nice if the 
couple had called to let me know that they 
have already found a house; that would not 
have changed the outcome. In the long run, 
it was better for me to let the frustration 
go and not hold hard feelings towards the 
couple. Over time I learned to let the hard 
feelings go and now I feel at peace about the 
situation.

Responding 
to the Love 
of Christ
by Loving 
Others

Adult Testimonies

Covering a 
Multitude Sins
by Junina Atmaja

Finding a Home
by Anonymous

The Colleague
by Gamas S. Chang
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Covering a Multitude Sins

“Above all, keep loving one another 
earnestly, since love covers a multitude 
of sins.  Show hospitality to one another 
without grumbling.”
 - 1 Peter 4: 8-9 - 

What I would like to share is a refl ection 
as well as a small testimony. For some 
time I have been meditating about the 
verse above from First Peter. In verses 
8 and 9, Peter was not suggesting that a 
Christian’s love atones for others’ sins. 
When Peter spoke about how “love 
covers a multitude of sins,” he was 
referring to another old proverb: 

“Hatred stirs up strive, 
But love covers all sins.”

- Proverbs 10: 12 -

This proverb speaks to our inter-personal 
relationships with one another. When we 
respond in love to others’ past offenses; 
our love “covers” over the “sins,” or 
offenses that would otherwise come 
between us in our relationship with 
others. By not talking about others’ past 
sins or holding it against them; we will 
in effect be practicing agape love just as 
God does not hold our past sins against 
us.

It is not enough to be outwardly quiet 
and not speaking about the past when 
within our hearts, we still hold fellow 
believers’ past sins against them.  The love 

that God calls us to have is one that truly 
forgive others’ sins. The Greek word for 
love, agape is used by New Testament 
writers to describe a volitional love 
rather than purely emotional love. It goes 
against sinful human nature to truly love 
and forgive; but with God it is possible to 
act out of agape love in our hearts.  

The Colleague

At my former workplace, there was a 
particular colleague that was diffi cult 
to work with. His position as far as the 
chain of leadership goes is the same as 
my other colleagues and I; but for some 
reason he treated us as if that was not the 
case. He was impatient in the way that he 
communicated to us and would respond in 
a condescending manner if we asked him 
some questions. Most of my colleagues 
consider him arrogant and grudgingly 
performed the tasks he had asked them 
to help him on. Although I also considered 
him arrogant; I treated him with respect 
and still gave a hundred percent of my time 
and effort when he asked for help. Time 
passed and I now work for a different 
company. Looking back, I believe that I did 
the right thing. I followed God’s direction 
when it comes to dealing with diffi cult 
people and I have no regrets. Although 
that colleague demanded respect by being 
condescending towards others,
I was able to look past that and still gave 
my full effort to help him. I chose to treat 
him with respect although he behaved 
condescendingly towards me.
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TAKEN 
FOR 
GRANTED
BY MARK SOENDJOJO

ONE INSTANCE OF RESPONDING TO 
THE LOVE OF CHRIST BY LOVING OTHERS 

THAT I REMEMBER TO THIS DAY IS HOW I TREATED MY 
BEST FRIEND. HE AND I WENT TO THE SAME PRIVATE SCHOOL 
AND HE WAS ALWAYS THERE TO SUPPORT ME. WE WOULD ALWAYS 
TALK ON THE PHONE ABOUT THAT DAY’S HOMEWORK AND HOW TO 
DO IT. MANY TIMES, HE WOULD ASK ME FOR HELP WITH A CERTAIN PROBLEM 
ON HOMEWORK, AND I WOULD WILLINGLY HELP HIM WITH THAT PROBLEM AND GET 
THE RIGHT ANSWER. OVER THE YEARS, HOWEVER, I GOT TIRED OF ALWAYS HELPING HIM OUT. 
IN FACT, I BEGAN TO FIND IT MILDLY ANNOYING. DAY AFTER DAY, HE ASKED ME FOR HELP WITH A 
PROBLEM THAT I THOUGHT WAS RELATIVELY SIMPLE. I BELIEVE I NEVER TOLD HIM VERBALLY THAT I WAS 
ANNOYED BY HIS DAILY QUESTIONS, BUT I THINK HE COULD UNDERSTAND THAT I WAS TIRED OF HELPING 
HIM.

UNFORTUNATELY, I DID NOT REALIZE WHAT I HAD UNTIL THE DAY HE MOVED TO A PUBLIC

SCHOOL. I REALIZED THAT IT HAD BEEN SO NICE JUST TO TALK HIM. I STARTED TO MISS THE DAILY

CONSERVATIONS WE WOULD ALWAYS HAVE ON THE PHONE. INSTEAD, WE ONLY TALKED USING THE

INTERNET. NOW, I REALIZE THAT THE LOVE I SHOWED TO MY FELLOW BROTHER IN CHRIST NOT ONLY

BENEFITED HIM, BUT IT ALSO HELPED ME REALIZE THAT GIVING HELP TO OTHERS WAS ACTUALLY A PRIVILEGE 
THAT I DEFINITELY TOOK FOR GRANTED. LUCKILY, WE NOW GO TO THE SAME HIGH SCHOOL, BUT WE 
DON’T TALK AS OFTEN AS WE USED TO IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL. I AM STILL GRATEFUL THAT GOD GAVE ME 
THE OPPORTUNITY TO HELP MY BEST FRIEND WHEN HE NEEDED HELP, AND THE FACT THAT WE STILL KEEP 
IN TOUCH IS A BLESSING FOR ME.

42      Anniversary 2011

BEFRIENDING A SOCIAL ALIEN
BY EUGENE LAKSANA

IMAGINE THE MOST SOCIALLY AWKWARD INDIVIDUAL THAT YOU CAN THINK OF. I AM SURE THAT ALMOST 
ALL OF US MUST HAVE A FIGURE THAT WE CAN RELATE THIS DESCRIPTION TO. NOW IMAGINE INITIATING 

A CONVERSATION WITH HIM. WHAT WOULD YOU TALK ABOUT? WHAT CAN YOU POSSIBLY DISCUSS WITH 
SOMEBODY WHO IS NOT FAMILIAR WITH CURRENT TRENDS BUT RATHER, PREFERS DISCUSSING ADVANCED 
MATHEMATICAL TERMS? IMAGINE BEING IN THE SAME CLASS AND LAB GROUP AS HIM; THEN HAVING A PHONE 
CONVERSATION. FINALLY, IMAGINE BECOMING HIS BEST FRIEND—PERHAPS, EVEN HIS ONLY FRIEND.

WHEN I WAS PLACED IN SUCH A SITUATION IN SEVENTH GRADE, THE FIRST THOUGHT THAT OCCURRED 
WAS: “WHAT… AM I DOING?” THIS GUY WAS NOTORIOUS FOR HIS ACADEMIC GENIUS AND EVEN 

MORE RENOWNED FOR HIS INABILITY IN MAINTAINING A TYPICAL CONVERSATION FOR ANY LONGER THAN 
A FEW MINUTES. HE WOULD SIT AT THE CORNER OF THE LUNCH TABLE WITH HIS GROUP OF “FRIENDS.” 
ALWAYS QUIET, ALWAYS LISTENING, BUT NEVER GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK. IT WASN’T UNTIL HE WAS 
TRANSFERRED TO MY P.E. AND HISTORY CLASSES THAT I BECAME ACQUAINTED WITH HIM. THIS INDIVIDUAL 
WAS ALSO ASSIGNED A SEAT NEXT TO ME IN BOTH CLASSES, AND I RELUCTANTLY DECIDED TO FAMILIARIZE 
MYSELF WITH MY NEIGHBOR.

I STILL RECALL MY INITIAL REACTION TO THE FIRST CONVERSATION I HAD WITH HIM, 
“GOD HELP ME.” WHAT ON EARTH WAS QUANTUM THEORY, AND HOW WILL KNOWING 

ABOUT CALCULUS HELP ME IN ALGEBRA 1? AS HE CONTINUED TO ELABORATE 
ON SOME TOPICS REGARDING ADVANCED MATHEMATICAL SCIENCES, A 

THOUGHT OCCURRED THAT NEVER BEFORE HAS BEEN IN MY NATURE 
TO CONTEMPLATE. DOES HE SPEAK LIKE THIS TO EVERYBODY, AND 

IF SO, CAN ANYONE UNDERSTAND HIM? IF THE ANSWER 
TO THE QUESTION WAS A “YES” TO THE PRIOR AND 

A “NO” TO THE LATTER, THE BOY WILL BE 
SUBJECTED TO A SOCIAL LIFE DOOMED TO 

REJECTION. AT THIS, I IMMEDIATELY 
REALIZED THAT PERHAPS, 

HIS TRANSFER TO MY 
CLASSES WAS 

NOT A 
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MERE COINCIDENCE. NO, THIS WAS A WORK OF GOD, AND HE WAS TELLING ME TO BEGIN MY MINISTRY.

THE RESULTS OF BEFRIENDING HIM WERE ANYTHING BUT PLEASANT AT FIRST. A MAJORITY OF MY 
COMPANIONS FROM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL WOULD GLARE AT ME IN DISGUST WHENEVER THEY SAW

US TALKING DURING LUNCH. PLENTY OF TIMES, I’VE HAD FRIENDS LEAVE IN THE MIDDLE OF CONVERSATIONS, 
NEVER TO RETURN AGAIN OR SCARCELY EVER SPEAKING TO ME AFTERWARDS. EVERY ONE OF THEM INSTRUCTED 
ME NOT TO DEVELOP A CLOSER FRIENDSHIP WITH THIS GUY MERELY BECAUSE HE COULD NOT CONJURE UP A 
BETTER TOPIC TO DISCUSS.

YET, WHO WAS I TO OBSTRUCT THE PLAN OF GOD ALMIGHTY? HE COMMANDED US, AS CHRISTIANS, TO 
LOVE OTHERS, DESPITE WORLDLY OPPOSITION. HE CALLED ON US TO SERVE HIM, DISREGARDING SECULAR 

PERSECUTION. ONCE AGAIN, WHO ARE WE, AS HUMAN BEINGS, TO DEFY THE ORDERS OF THE CREATOR OF 
THE UNIVERSE?

AS OF TODAY, I AM STILL CRITICIZED FOR BEING INCAPABLE OF “CHOOSING A BETTER FRIEND,” BUT THERE 
ARE NO REGRETS. I KNOW WHOM GOD HAS ORDERED ME TO LOVE, AND AS A RESULT OF MY OBEDIENCE 

TO HIM, THE LORD HAS BLESSED ME TO EXTENTS WHERE I CANNOT POSSIBLY COMPARE. IN ADDITION TO 
“THE SOCIAL OUTCAST,” WHO ULTIMATELY BECAME A BLESSING TO ME, GOD HAS GIVEN ME A NEW SET 
OF FRIENDS WHO ARE WILLING TO ACCEPT EACH OTHER, DESPITE THE VARIOUS PERSONALITIES THAT MADE 
US DIFFERENT. WITHOUT THIS ACCEPTANCE THAT HAS BEEN GRACEFULLY BESTOWED UPON ME, I WOULD 
HAVE BECOME A SELF-CONSCIOUS INDIVIDUAL, CONCERNED ABOUT MY MINOR “FLAWS,” RATHER THAN 
BEING CAPABLE OF VIEWING THE BIGGER PICTURE: CHRIST DIED FOR MY SINS— NOT MY “RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 
SIMILARLY, MY CALL TO LOVE OTHERS WAS NOT TO ABANDON THOSE WHO ARE REJECTED BUT TO LOVE THEM, 
JUST AS CHRIST HAS DONE FOR ME.
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A  GENUINE  LOVE

As Summarized from Sermons                                  by Pst. Paul Moy & Rev. Wilson Suwanto

“A new commandment I  g ive                  to you, that you love one another : 

just as I  have loved you,        you also are to love one another.” 

John 13: 34

While exiled to a desolate island called Patmos, the apostle John was divinely inspired by 
God to write letters to seven of the early churches. The fi rst letter goes to  the Church 
of Ephesus. Writing with authority, John’s letter to  the fi rst church spoke of the Lord’s 
judgment on the Church of Ephesus:

Outwardly, the Church of Ephesus seemed to have it all. They practiced their faith 
through good works. They were zealous about the purity of the doctrines.  They 

closely guard God’s fl ock against false teachings. In fact later on in verse six, while speaking 
of the Church of Ephesus that lost her fi rst love, the Lord commended that same church 
for its hatred of heresy. What did the Lord mean by ‘fi rst love’?

The greatest commandment is that “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and fi rst commandment. 

(Matthew 22: 38-39).” In John 15, Jesus explained to his disciples that “Greater love has 
no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.” To love is to willfully 
put someone’s concerns above your concerns. It means caring for others’ preservation 
above self preservation. Before dying on the cross, Jesus issued a tall marching order for 
his disciples to love others just as He had loved them. From the Church of Ephesus we 
learn that it is possible to be zealous for doctrinal purity and practice good works without 
having the true love that comes from God. In other words, it is possible to do acts of love 
to others without truly loving others. The Church of Ephesus mistakenly thought that 
their zeal for doctrinal purity and good works can serve as a substitute for the fi rst love.

“Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your fi rst love.” (Revelation 2: 4)“Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your fi rst love.” (Revelation 2: 4)

By Rachel Atmadja
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Centuries after John’s letter to the Ephesian church, the modern-day believers fell into 
a similar predicament of fi nding substitutes for the fi rst love. This article delves into 

several emotions and things that have been mistaken for true love.

Substitutes for Love
As summarized from a sermon by Pastor Paul Moy

1.  Sentimentalism
A common substitute for love is sentimentalism. In this article, sentimentalism is defi ned 
as a tendency to look back to the glory days in the past. For Christians, the tendency to 
look back to how one’s relationship with God was like in the past and regarding it as 
being suffi cient is a common pitfall. The danger lies in mistaking nostalgia for the past as a 
refl ection of one’s current relationship with God.

2.  Shallowness
It is human to love to a point. However the kind of love Jesus spoke of in John thirteen 
is much deeper; we are called to love the people we deem unworthy of our love. We are 
called to love people based not on their human merits, but based on Jesus’ willingness to 
die in that person’s place. We have all loved because we stood to receive something in 
return. However, God calls us to love even when we receive nothing in return.

3.  Niceness
Niceness does not have the transformative power of love. Being nice to others is common 
courtesy, almost a social obligation. True love transforms a person’s priority; it is a willful 
choice to put someone’s well-being above your own. The transformative power of love 
is beautifully illustrated in the story of Jean Valjean, a protagonist in Victor Hugo’s Les 
Miserables. In the story, Jean was a released criminal who could not fi nd shelter due to 
his criminal past. The kindly Bishop Myriel took Jean in, but Jean abused his kindness and 
stole the Bishop’s silverware and escaped. When caught by the police and brought before 
the Bishop; Myriel rescued Jean by telling the police that he intended to give Jean the 
silverware. Myriel’s kindness transformed Jean, whom in the story, decided to repent and 
make an honest man of himself.
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4.  Selectiveness
“For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do 
the same? And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing more than others? Do 
not even the Gentiles do the same?” (Matthew 5: 46 – 47)
The reality is that we each practice selectiveness in showing love. We believe that it is 
enough to love those who love us in return. However James, an early leader of the church, 
spoke out against showing partiality in love (James 2).

5.  Works
Faith without works is dead, but good deeds without love reduces a person to a “noisy 
gong or a clanging cymbal (1 Cor. 13: 1).” It is possible to substitute genuine love for God 
with ministry. Doing something for God may be outward proof of love, but God looks 
at the heart. This substitute for love was what the Church of Ephesus struggled with. 
Outwardly the Church of Ephesus seemed alive, but inwardly their hearts are turning 
away from the Lord.

These are just a sampling of emotions and things that can be mistaken by believers to be 
genuine love. Let us not settle for counterfeit but strive for genuine love. In the Sermon 
On the Mount, Jesus’ closing statement made it clear that he expects perfection in the 
way that we love others (Matthew 5: 48). Thank the Lord that the Holy Spirit in our hearts 
can help us get as close to perfection as we can in our lifetimes.

We're also on 
Facebook Group

Search for:
Los Angeles 
Indonesian 
Evangelical Church
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SPIRITUAL SUPERIORITY
(SUPERIORITY PRIDE)

OF CHRISTIANS
By: Linda Lukminto

e probably already heard a lot about superior or superiority. 

According to Webster defi nition, superiority is the 

belief that you are better than others, also defi ned as an 

exaggerated sense of oneself importance than others.

I think this is a really interesting topic because I believe 

a lot of Christians do not realize it when they fell into it.

W

48      Anniversary 2011 *Christians from a Christian family background

1. Are we falling into this 

spiritual arrogance?

As an “old timer”, we would probably 

think how I could fall into this kind 

of sin. I have already known that we 

need to be humble; I don’t look down 

on people who are less fortunate 

than me, or on people that are not 

as smart as me, or on people that 

are not as cool as me. But if we really 

examine our heart, do we really ever 

think that we are more religious 

than others or more spiritual than 

others or more generous, more 

patient than others, etc? We are 

“proud” of our kindness without 

realizing it. Unintentionally, we have 

already had the spiritual superiority 

syndrome that is hidden in our heart.

It is actually very natural as a human 

being to compare ourselves to 

others. If we did not have something 

better to compare ourselves to a 

better standard, we would have no 

motivation to improve ourselves to be 

a better person. But we can’t judge or 

look down people who don’t live out 

our standard. Everybody is different 

and leads different lives. It applies 

to spiritual life as well. The “Old 

Christians”* tend to think that they 

are better than 

new believers; 

that they knew 

more about 

C h r i s t i a n i t y 

than others 

and they live 

Christian life 

better than others. They may know 

better about the bible and Christianity 

because they learned about it earlier. 

But it does not mean they live their 

Christian life better than others. It 

does not mean that their relationship 

with Jesus is deeper than new 

believers. We as believers need to 

use the same standard to live out our 

lives. We need to focus on Jesus and 

not focus on being right according to 

this world’s value. The Bible is the 

standard that we have to follow, not 
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the world’s standard that are formed 

by social norms, cultures and values.

If we focus on being right according to 

the law, we all will become a Pharisee. 

The bible tells us a lot about Pharisees. 

They were extremely accurate in 

following the Law of Moses (Mat 

9:14; Mat 23:15; Luke 11:39; Luke 

18:12). Paul, when brought before 

the council of Jerusalem, professed 

himself a Pharisee (Acts 23:6-8; Acts 

26:4, 5). There was much that was 

sound in their creed, yet their system 

of religion was a form and nothing 

more. (Mat 5:20; Mat 15:4, 8; Mat 

23:3, 14, 23, 25; John 8:7). On the fi rst 

notice of them in the New Testament 

(Mat 3:7), they are ranked by our Lord 

with the Sadducees as a "generation 

of vipers." They were noted for 

their self-righteousness and 

their pride (Mat 9:11; Luke 7:39; 

Luke 18:11, 12). They were frequently 

rebuked by our Lord (Mat 12:39; Mat 

16:1-4). From the very beginning of 

his ministry the Pharisees showed 

themselves bitter and persistent 

enemies of our Lord Jesus Christ.

It is easy for us to fall to be a Pharisee 

without knowing it. Under the guise 

of sympathy we often feel sorry for 

those who are not enlightened as 

ourselves. We tend to think that 

the people who listen to Christian 

broadcast, music or read Christian 

books are more religious and better 

than those who do not do those 

things. So often we think we are being 

humble but actually we are really 

judging on people without realizing it.

I used to attend a Charismatic church 

and a lot of my friends are Charismatic. 

They judge other believers according 

to their participation in and use of 

the gifts and most notably the gifts 

of speaking in tongues. Most of them 

treat non Charismatic Christian as 

spiritual inferior or second class 

Christians. But on the other hand, 

we as non Charismatic Christians 

think otherwise. We may view 
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our Charismatic friends as demon 

possessed Christians and probably 

deep in side our heart we have 

unintentionally looked down on them.

Therefore we need to examine 

our heart really carefully before 

we pass the judgment on others. 

We need to use the Bible as our 

standard to live and ask God to 

lead us to judge rightfully. Do not 

over estimate your spiritual level!

2. Why this spiritual superiority 

is considered as a sin?

Apostle Paul warned Corinthians 

church on their spiritual superiority. 

He addressed them as immature 

Christians (1 Corinthians 12:1). 

Today, we as Christians have 

to guard against the ensuing of 

spiritual pride. Endeavoring to 

prove that one has more spiritual 

gifts than others is certainly a sign 

of spiritual immature. Spiritual 

superiority is a spiritual pride. 

From the 

following bible 

verses we can 

learn why pride 

is a sin and 

hated by God:

-Pride is sin (Proverbs 21:4)

-Pride leads to shame

(Proverbs 11:2)

-Pride leads to arguments

(Proverbs 13:10)

-Pride will be punished

(Proverbs 16:5)

-Pride ends in destruction

(Proverbs 16:18)

-Pride cuts us off from God and 

others (Luke 18:9-14)

-There is no place for proud boasting 

in the Christian life (Romans 3:27)

-God chose to reveal himself 

to the humble, not the proud 

(1 Corinthians 1:26-31)

-Pride is not compatible with the 

fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-26)

-God opposes the proud (James 4:6)
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3. How to acknowledge the 

spiritual superiority and 

overcome it

Since this kind of sin is not obvious 

such as others, example: gossiping, 

stealing, murdering, etc.; it is hidden 

deepest in our heart and we often do 

not realize that we have dwelling in it. 

Therefore, we need to acknowledge 

the syndrome. Basically it is not hard 

to know and overcome it. We have the 

tools that God gave us to protect us 

from the evil. By clinging to God and 

d w e l l i n g 

in His 

words we 

would be 

sensit ive 

to sins. 

The Holy 

S p i r i t s 

will lead us to the right discernment. 

If we have a close relationship with 

God, it won’t be hard to know to live 

in godly way. We need to know and 

appreciate the grace from God which 

He has given us for free. Then we will 

always be aware that we were only a 

sinner before we were saved, and that 

we can’t do any good with our sinful 

nature. It is only by God’s grace alone, 

we are able to treat others as ourselves. 

May God forgive us the superiority 

arrogance that we develop either 

intentionally or not. And may our Lord 

Jesus Christ gives us the strength to 

be humble and graceful with all of the 

people that we interact and live with.
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Dalam doa 
segala puji dan puja kita panjatkan
namun dalam perbuatan terhadap sesama 
penuh cacian dan kutukan

Dalam doa 
segala hormat dan kerendahan hati kita 
persembahkan
namun dalam perbuatan 
penuh kesombongan dan keangkuhan

Dalam doa 
kita terus mohon pengampunan
namun dalam perbuatan 
kita mengadili dan menindas sesama 
dengan kejam

Dalam doa 
pikiran penuh kasih dan kearifan
namun dalam perbuatan 
penuh kebencian dan kebodohan

Dalam doa 
mengaku dosa dan kejahatan
namun dalam perbuatan 
merasa diri paling suci dan benar.

Dalam doa 
jalinan kata yang diucapkan begitu 
indah, penuh kebaikan, kedamaian dan 
kelembutan
namun dalam perbuatan 
penuh kekerasan, kegoisan dan kejahatan

Dalam doa 
tak henti-hentinya kita memohon berkah 
dan rejeki,
namun dalam perbuatan 
tak pernah mau memberi sedikit pun 
pada yang susah

Mungkinkah doa 
dapat dipisahkan dari perbuatan?
Mungkinkah doa 
lebih ampuh dari perbuatan?
Atau doa lebih menggugah daripada 
perbuatan?

Mungkinkah Tuhan lebih menyukai doa 
daripada perbuatan?

Mungkinkah dengan doa yang bagus,
semua perbuatan jahat tak perlu lagi 
dipertanggung jawabkan atau sudah 
diperbolehkan?

Mungkinkah doa tentang kebaikan lebih 
bermanfaat ketimbang perbuatan baik itu 
sendiri?

Mungkinkah dunia lebih membutuhkan 
doa perdamaian daripada perbuatan 
damai?

Atau mungkinkah doa lebih bisa 
mendamaikan Hati Nurani kita daripada
perbuatan nyata memperbaiki diri dan 
berbuat kebaikan?

Source: Anonymous
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Are you secure in your life? If so where is your 
trust placed? 
 
 The businessman before the big 
merger feels his stomach sink to his feet. His 
son is starting in the big game and is filled 
with fear. The daughter’s anxiety is almost 
overwhelming before her big test. 
 Whatever it is: big tests, big business, 
the big game, the fear of the world ending 
or what color socks I shall wear is based on 
our security. Where we put our trust and 
how we give our fears to will give us the 
result and consequence we will have.   

Read Psalm 112:6-8 

Read II Timothy 3:1-5  
In December, Sonia started to date Jerry. 
He is a good-looking and funny guy, and his 
parents have lots of money. Everything So-
nia had ever dreamed was now hers. So, So-
nia built her whole world around Jerry. For 
over a year, her self-esteem and self-worth 
were based on Jerry. And based on how Jerry 
treated her. And also based on how others 
saw her. All her friends gave her rave reviews 
for dating Jerry. Even her parents liked him. 
All seemed too good. But some other girls 

at her school started some rumors and So-
nia felt like scum. 
Sonia's life was now a yo-yo of security and 
insecurity. Highs and lows. Sonia's worth is 
what people saw of her.   

Read Jeremiah 17:5  
The Bible tells us not to overly depend on 
people. Yes, we need each other, and one 
of the main themes of the meaning of life 
is building relations with each other. Off 
course the main meaning of life is to love 
and trust in Christ as our Lord and Savior. 
We do not need to have our security in what 
might happen, or in what people say.  

Read Isaiah 2:22  
Do you see your self-worth in how others 
see you? Are you afraid of end times? Do 
you see danger everywhere so that you are 
filled with fear to do anything?  

Try this self-tests:
1.  How would you feel if your friends blew 
you off? Would you be totally devastated? 
2.  Do you hate to be alone?
3.  Do you have to go with someone to feel 
secure?
4.  Are you only happy when you are with 
family and the people you trust? 
5. What your friends say are the most im-
portant words in your life? 
 
 If you are thinking yes to any of these 
questions, it may indicate that your security 
in places that God does not want it.  You see 
God wants us to trust in Him, sounds simple. 

 
 

By Dr. Richard J. Krejcir
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But to apply daily can be quite a challenge. 
Quite a challenge to go against what we see 
on TV or in the movies or especially what 
our friends may say.  

Read Isaiah 31:1-5; Psalm 16:8 
Wow! What a great comfort, which we have 
a God who truly cares and is with us. We 
may hear it in school, at home, in church, in 
youth group, and even from friends. But do 
you get it! Do you get how much our Lord 
loves you? Do you get it that our confidence 
is in and must be in Christ. Not in friends, 
money, sports, relationships or pets.  

Read Hebrews 13:6  
It is OK to have friends and go to them. It 
is great to have family, money, activities such 
as sports, and even close friends. But hear 
this, people will let you down, friends will 
stab you in the back, money will disappear, 
sports may dry up, and boyfriends or girl-
friends may go out of our lives, but who do 
we have to stay? CHRIST!  
 
           Yes we need to trust in each other 
and be there for each other. But our main 
foundation is to trust in the Lord. So first 
look to Christ for your self-worth. Because 
not only did He died for you, but He lived a 
perfect life on your behalf! So our security 
is in who Christ is and what He has done 
for us.  

 If your trust is elsewhere, then you 
will go through life disappointments and 
be miserable. Maybe not now or even next 
month, but it will happen! Just look at all the 

bitter and miserable people out there, and 
ask how did they get that way?

  The answer is because they are not 
relying and obeying the Lord and king of the 
universe who LOVES us!  

 People look for security in all kinds 
of places: in their sport abilities, in dating re-
lationships, in family, in a job, in the future, in 
grades, in talent, and in friends. All of these 
things are good and beneficial. But if all of 
your trust and reliance is in one or more of 
these you are headed for trouble!  

 If you are placing your trust in the 
wrong place, stop and seek our Lord. Ask 
Him to direct you. Ask Christ to come to 
you and say these to Him, “I trust You. I will 
obey You because You know what is best 
since You made me and everything in the 
universe. It is silly that I, the created person, 
should know better.”  

Read Psalm 55:20-23  

----------------------------------------------------
Mat just knew for sure he was going to be 
a starter pitcher for baseball. He told his 
parents and all of his friends that he was 
going to make it. In fact, he did not have to 
say this because everyone knew that Mat 
was the best athlete in school. But to every-
one's astonishment, Mat sat on the bench in 
the first inning, and he stayed there for the 
whole game. 
 
The next day all Mat could think about was 
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Mrs. Park stared at the receiver of her phone.  
Her mind replayed the school administra-
tor’s last message, that her daughter Kath-
erine, and her prom date Sam, never made 
it to the dance.  Even with traffi c, the couple 
should have arrived an hour ago.  She imme-
diately dialed Katherine’s number, but no one 
picked up.  
 
Two weeks ago…
 “Today is offi cially the worst day of 
my life!” Katherine barged into the kitchen 
like a storm, calling for her mother at the top 
of her lungs.  “Mom!  Where are you?”
 “In the garage!” 
 The high school senior’s face was 
fl ushed from walking home under the early 
summer sun, and strands of hair plastered a 
frame around her heart-shaped face.  “Mom, 
you are not going to believe this.  Alexie has 
dumped me to go to prom with some guy 
and look,” she held out a small stack of mail, 
“I’ve been rejected by all my dream schools.”

 That last sentence stopped Mrs. 
Park from her task amidst a pile of boxes.  
Stretching, she stood up to see her daugh-
ter standing by the doorway, clutching sev-
eral pieces of envelope with teary eyes.  She 
took the letters from Katherine’s hands and 
sifted through them: UC Berkeley, Harvey 
Mudd, and UCLA.  She sighed.  What were 
the chances that they all arrived in the same 
week?  
 The two walked back into the house.  
Mrs. Park pulled out a pitcher of iced tea 
and a packet of Cadbury chocolate from her 
secret stash for Katherine, who protested, 
“Mom, I’m not seven.  You can’t placate me 
with snacks.  I’ve been betrayed and reject-
ed all in one day.  I even turned down a boy 
two days ago so I could keep my promise 
to Alexie, and now she’s going to the prom 
with some badminton player.”  But even as 
she complained, she reached out for the iced 
tea and poured herself a large cup. 
 “Well, Alexie’s never hid the fact that 
she’d rather have a real date.”
 “What am I, a fake date?” Katherine 
retorted.
 Mrs. Park ignored the remark.  
“Didn’t she tell you months ago that if a boy 

Time Will Tell
By Jocelyn Lee Tindage
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asked, she’d rather go with him?  You two 
only agreed to go together because neither 
of you had a date at the time.”  Mrs. Park 
took off the bandana on her head and sat 
down across the kitchen counter from Kath-
erine.  
 “Well, yeah,” Katherine conceded 
with her mouth full.  The dark chocolate 
stained her teeth.  “I know what she said, but 
I didn’t think she’d actually do it!”  
 “She always does what she says, 
Katherine.  You know that,” reminded Mrs. 
Park, who had watched the two girls grow up 
as best friends.  While Alexie might not have 
been Mrs. Park’s top choice for Katherine’s 
best friend (whose idea to cheat on scholar-
ships had gotten Katherine into trouble last 
month) she had to admire the girl’s candid-
ness.  
 “Fine,” she shrugged.  Alexie will be 
Alexie.  “But what about the school?  Where 
am I going to go?” Katherine picks at the re-
jection letters on the counter.  The weight of 
each thin envelope felt heavy on her fi ngers.
 “Well, you were accepted by Cal Poly 
and Cal State.  I hear that Sam next door is 
going to Cal Poly.  It’s a great school for your 
major.”  
 Katherine pressed her lips together.  
 Seeing her daughter’s unabated de-
jection, Mrs. Park continued, “Kat, you’ve 
done your best.  You’ve studied hard over the 
last four years, gotten good grades, did extra-
curricular activities, gotten a good score on 
the SAT. It’s everything a parent or a teacher 
could ask for.  But have you considered that 
you need to leave the rest up to God?  What 
if Cal Poly is exactly where He’s calling you?”
 Katherine said nothing to her moth-
er but frowned.  All of her other friends had 

been accepted by UCs, Cornell, Harvard, 
Stanford, USC and Alexie will be attending 
Brown.  They were all excited about dorm 
life, college classes, and new friends.  Kath-
erine will be the only one in her group of 
friends to Cal Poly and living at home.  
 “Kat, I know it’s not what you want, 
but you know, life doesn’t always go the way 
we plan.  God’s ways are higher than our 
ways.  He has the better plan.  We would be 
wise to follow it and to do it gladly,” Mrs. 
Park reached out and pulled her daughter 
into a hug.  
 Katherine wasn’t completely con-
vinced, but conceded, “It’s not like I have a 
choice now.  I’ll turn in my Intent to Reg-
ister to Cal Poly tomorrow, and I won’t go 
to prom.  We’ll all just stay home and have 
a Chuck marathon or play board games on 
Saturday.”
 “Oh,” Mrs. Park pulled out of the 
hug.  “I packed away our games and DVDs.  
You know, major cleaning.”
 “Why?” Katherine eyed her mother’s 
cleaning outfi t and the spider web that clung 
to her mother’s hair.
 “I’m de-cluttering the house be-
cause…because we’re getting ready to sell, 
Sweetie.  Your father has been unemployed 
for more than four months and we just can’t 
make our mortgage payments anymore.  It’s 
better for us to move now than get the 
house foreclosed.” Mrs. Park said quietly, her 
eyes fi xed on her daughter’s shocked expres-
sion. 
 It took a few moments for Katherine 
to collect her wits; then as if defeated, she 
said, “Fine.  I’m going to walk our dog with 
Sam.  I’ll be back to help you with dinner.”
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 Samuel Sung, the youngest child of 
the Parks’ next-door neighbor, was the only 
person who ever called Katherine Kathy.  
He had every intention of using her full fi rst 
name, but when they were little, Sam had a 
diffi cult time pronouncing the “r” sound.  It 
always came out sounding more like Kath-
win than Katherine.  He called her Kath-win 
until the duo went into fi rst grade, when the 
kids at school started making fun of him.  The 
adults suggested Sam to shorten Katherine’s 
name to Kit, Kat, or Kitty, as everyone else 
called her, but in little Sam’s mind, Katherine 
was a girl, not a cat.  He refused.  
 “Kathy” became Sam’s nickname for 
Katherine.  He was the only person who 
used it.  
 “Hey, Sam.  Ready for our jog?”  
Katherine met her neighbor on the sidewalk.  
 Sam chuckled, “You know I can’t re-
ally jog…I’m so badly coordinated I’d prob-
ably trip over my own shoes.  I’ll settle for 
walking my dog.”
 Sighing deeply, Katherine said, “Speak-
ing of dogs, we’re going to have to leave ours 
with your family for a while.”  She eyed her 
overactive husky who tugged at the leash.  
 “Why?” 
 “My mom just told me that we’re 
selling our house.  We’re going to move in 
with our aunt in Irvine for a while until we 
fi nd a new place, but my aunt is allergic to 
dogs.  So…we want to know if you’ll be will-
ing to take Red Bean in for while.” 
 Eager to aid, Sam agreed.  “Let us 
know if there’s anything else we can do to 
help.  I can’t believe you guys are moving.  
We’ve been neighbors for like, forever!”
 “I know,” said Katherine, dejected.  
She inhaled deeply, then continued, “Noth-

ing’s going right for us lately.”  She fi lled him 
in on her rejections, and also her lack of 
prom date.  “If it were just prom, I can handle 
it.  Dances were never my thing anyway.  I en-
joyed a good night in, watching TV, having piz-
za.  But with dad’s unending unemployment 
and the rejection letters…it’s beginning to 
feel a little hopeless.”
 “Aw, it’s never hopeless.  We can’t say 
that!  We have Christ.  There is always hope!  
Don’t be defeated by our circumstances!” 
Sam fl ashed her a huge grin, which was un-
porportionally big on his uncommonly thin 
face.
 Katherine forced a smile.  She dared 
not tell Sam, who had grown up with her 
in Sunday School, that she hadn’t done her 
devotionals in over two weeks and that the 
worries of school and family have consumed 
her in every aspect of life.  Church, God, and 
the Bible seemed very far away.  
 Not realizing that Katherine’s angst 
ran deeper than everything she had talked 
about, Sam thought there was a simple solu-
tion to Katherine’s woes.

 Sam completely forgot that going 
to prom required wearing a tux and danc-
ing.  He heated formal wear.  The tie gripped 
around his neck in a chokehold while the 
sleeves of his tuxedo jacket bound his limbs.  
The thought of having to dance, to move his 
body according to the predictable patterns 
of contemporary music was terrifying.  But 
in a moment of bravado, he offered to take 
Katherine to her prom, giving her something 
to look forward to in her days of gloom.  And 
for a while, it seemed to work.  Katherine 
was in a much better mood for the next two 
weeks.  
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 “All ready to go?” he offered her the 
corsage at her front door.  
 Katherine nodded excitedly.  For the 
fi rst time in months, she felt happy.  Happy 
to get away from the realities of unemploy-
ment, of rejections, and of Alexie.  Katherine 
bid her mother good bye and left, ready for 
prom.  

“How’s the move going?  Are you all packed?” 
Sam was driving his father’s beat-up Honda, 
but as long as he was driving, Sam could care 
less what type of wheels were rolling.
 “Pretty much,” said Katherine.  “I’m 
going to miss this home terribly.”
 “It’ll be okay,” Sam comforted Kath-
erine while keeping his eyes on the road.  
 “You don’t really know that.  I can’t 
see any hope ahead of me.  Selling our home 
of 20 years, going to a Cal State while all my 
friends attend a UC or some private col-
lege, having my best friend choose a guy over 
me…I feel uprooted and hopeless all at once.  
I can’t see where all of this is going.”
 “Well, we have Christ.  He’s greater 
than any problem we can have.  If he can calm 
a storm, heal the sick, I’m sure he can guide 
your family through anything.”  Sam asked.
 “In the middle of all this…He seems 
very far away.  After all that has happened 
– my dad’s unemployment, our losing our 
home, being rejected by colleges and friend 
alike, I can’t say I feel very loved.  Honestly, 
Sam, I haven’t opened my Bible in weeks.”
 “What?”  Sam raised an eyebrow. 
 Katherine shrugged.
 “How can you say that God does not 
love you after everything He has done for 
you?”
 Katherine frowned.  Sam had never 

talked to her like this; he was a mild-manner 
boy, but Katherine’s remark dismissing the 
love of God angered Sam.  
 Sam threw a quick glance at her, then 
continued, “Christ suffered immense pain, 
was rejected by His Heavenly Father, then 
died on the cross; after he rose, he sent the 
Holy Spirit to guide and counsel you; and he 
himself sits in heaven interceding for us, pray-
ing for – “
 “Don’t talk to me like I’m a fi rst 
grade Sunday School student.  I know all of 
that,” Katherine shot back.
 “Do you?  Do you, really, Katherine 
Park?  Do you realize the great lengths He 
had gone secure your place in heaven, for 
eternity?  So that you can be with Him…for-
ever?  You say that He doesn’t love you.  I ask, 
‘Do you love Him?’ ” He had never used her 
full name.
 Katherine had taken everything Sam 
said, until that last question.  She stared at 
him with wide eyes, processing the implica-
tion of his words.  “What are you suggesting?  
That I don’t love God?  That I’m not…not a 
Christian?”  
 “I didn’t say that,” Sam said sternly.  
“You did.”
 “You don’t know anything,” Kather-
ine said, her whole body shook with anger.  
“You have no idea what I’ve gone through in 
the last few months and you just sit there 
and make your accusations.”
 “Well, I don’t know, Kathy.  You’ve 
done nothing but complain in the last 
month…and what about?  School, houses, liv-
ing arrangements, prom dates.  Are all these 
important compared to God’s love for you?  
You can’t seem to see His love apart from 
the comfort of your own life.”
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 “That’s not true.  And even if it is, 
it’s not up to you to tell me whether I am a 
Christian or not!”
 “But it’s something to think about, 
isn’t it?” Sam’s voice was cold.
 Katherine’s skin felt hot, whether 
from embarrassment or anger, she couldn’t 
tell.  Her heart pounded so fast she thought 
it would jump out of her throat.  Trembling 
with anger, she felt a surge of adrenaline rush 
to her head, causing a momentary dizziness 
as she blurted out, “Turn around.  I want to 
go home.  I want to go home now!”  She 
practically shouted the last word.  
 Sam glanced at her, obviously angry 
himself.  He signaled, and slowly veered right 
to take the nearest exit.  
 Within an hour, he delivered Kath-
erine right back to her front door.  The two 
never made it to prom.  

 “Are you going to tell me what hap-
pened?” Mrs. Park stroked her daughter’s 
soft brown hair.  All traces of hairspray and 
every bobby pin had been removed.  For a 
moment, Katherine looked more like a small 
child and less like a teenager. 
 Katherine raised her head from her 
pillow, eyes red and swollen, face scrunched.  
Between hiccups, Katherine managed to say, 
“Mom, do you think I am not a Christian?”
 This was not the conversation Mrs. 
Park anticipated after her daughter’s prom 
date went horribly wrong.  “What makes you 
say that?”
 “Sam said…that I don’t love God…
and that maybe…I’m not really saved.  I keep 
thinking about earthly things…,” she repeat-
ed her conversation with Sam for her moth-
er.  

 Mrs. Park sighed deeply, and said, 
with the wisdom of a godly mother, “Kat, 
desiring God is a struggle that our old and 
new self fi ght everyday, and our sinful nature 
won’t completely die until we meet Christ 
again, but that doesn’t mean we give in.  Per-
haps rather than letting our sin draw us into 
despair, remember instead, how great is the 
grace of God, that despite our sins, He loves 
and saves us.”
 “But that’s just it.  I can’t see His love 
in all the things we’re going through,” Kather-
ine sat up and was now facing her mother.  
 Mrs. Park pressed her lips together 
and thought for a moment, then said, “You 
know…all these things – our house, our car, 
a job, schools, prom…these are just things.  
But God is more interested in our hearts.  
He’s shaping our hearts, Kat, to be more like 
Christ.  So think this way, no matter where 
we live, what school you attend, or whom 
you go to prom with, the important thing 
is…your heart belongs to God.  That’s what’s 
permanent.  Everything else here on earth, is 
temporary – whether it be sufferings, trou-
bles or success.  Does that make sense?”
 Katherine nodded.  She needed to 
look beyond the tangible things in life and fo-
cus on Christ.  
 “It’s not going to be easy, Kat.  But 
we have God on our side.  Just keep praying, 
keep reading, and seek Him.  Okay?”
The two embraced, each hoping that dawn 
will bring a brighter day.  

 The sun did indeed bring a bright 
Sunday morning.  It also brought a contrite 
boy to the door.  
 “Uh…Hi, Mrs. Park,” Sam’s smile 
twitched.  “Is uh…Kathy home?”
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Mrs. Park smiled and called her daughter, 
then left the two kids to resolve their issues.  
  “Um…Kathy.” He scratched his head, 
even though it wasn’t itchy.  “I’m really sorry 
about last night.  I don’t know what got into 
me.  I was a self-righteous jerk.”
 Kathy eyed the bag in Sam’s hand and 
asked, “Are you trying to make up for it by 
bringing me McDonald’s?”
 Chuckling nervously, Sam said, 
“Yeah…”  He extended his olive branch – a 
sausage McMuffi n.
 “Apology accepted.  Besides…what 
you said gave me a lot of thought.  I think I 

needed to hear it.  I’d been drowning in self-
pity for weeks now.”
 “Still…I shouldn’t have said it the 
way I did.”
 “Agreed, but I’m glad someone’s 
keeping me accountable.”  Katherine sat 
down on her front porch to share her 
breakfast with Sam.  
 She looked at her front lawn and 
the FOR SALE sign of her house.  Perhaps 
not all is right in the world, she thought, but 
at least all is right with God; and she hoped 
that in time, she would learn to be content 
with just that.  

his embarrassment. Our actions often re-
flect if we are secure or insecure.
Q: Where do you place your security that 
is self-worth, self-esteem? 

Read Matt 7:24-25
Q. How can you build a good founda-
tion? 
 
Read Proverbs 28:26 
Q. Do you trust in yourself?
Q. Where would you draw the line be-
tween healthy self-confidence (self-es-
teem) versus being conceded, that is so 
full of yourself? 

Read I Corinthians 10:12 
Q. What do you think this passage is say-
ing? How can you apply it to your life? 

Q. How would you install a security sys-
tem, so your trust is in Christ and not in 
friends, family, grades, relationships, mon-
ey, future, or stuff? 

Some Ideas:  
1. Trust in Christ, for who He is and what 
He has done for you!
2. Obey God's Word! When He says do 
not do this or that, then trust and obey!
3. Hang with friends who honor God!
4. Be in prayers and in the Word!
When we do these things, our security is 
in Christ and not in what we do or what 
others say about us! Christ will never for-
sake you and will always love you! 

Edited from: http://www.intothyword.com/
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the same way. While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us (Romans 5:8). 
 What we ought to do in response 
to His love is to be committed to Him as 
well. In fact, He demands us to be committed 
to Him. From the two stories we found in 
Matthew, there are two different men who 
fail to commit to Jesus. The fi rst one was not 
ready to be committed in following Jesus 
because he was thinking about his family 
tradition more than following Him, “Another 
disciple said to him, ‘Lord, fi rst let me go and 
bury my father.’ But Jesus told him, ‘Follow 
me, and let the dead bury their own dead.’” 
(Matthew 8:21-22) And, the second one was 
willingly committed to his wealth more than 
to Jesus, “Jesus answered, ‘If you want to be 
perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. 
Then come, follow me.’ When the young man 
heard this, he went away sad, because he had 
great wealth.” (Matthew 19:16-22) Our love 
for God is marked by our commitment in 
following and faithfully serving Him. When we 
are committed to God, we are committed in 
obeying His Words and commandments. Just 
as God has sacrifi cially given His own Son, we 
ought to sacrifi cially give our life to faithfully 
serve Him. Faithfully serving God with our 
lives means we spend most of our energy, 
mind, and strength in doing the things of Him 
than the things of this world.
 As for marriage wise, true love is 

marked by a commitment to each other. 
The love that exists between a husband and 
a wife is analogous to the love that exists 
between Christ and His church as Apostle 
Paul wrote in the letter to Ephesians chapter 
5. The directive for husbands to love their 
wives refers to Christ’s agape love for His 
church. When a couple gets married, they 
are declaring a commitment to each other 
for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in 
sickness and in health. In Christian marriage, 
the couple is committed to faithfulness and 
abiding care for each other until “death do 
them part.” This is not subject to the mere 
whim of emotion and affection. The type of 
love that is often rooted in emotion may have 
disappeared. Heartache, disappointment, and 
frustration may have turned an emotional high 
into an emotional low, and this emotional type 
of marriage may be gone someday. This is not 
saying that there should not be an emotion 
in a marriage or in a relationship, but it only 
means that emotion should not be the root 
or the base for it. Moreover, commitment 
can bring one to a sense of security, trust, joy, 
peace, and all of the positive feelings. To sum 
up what a committed marriage is, here are 
the words from 
Pastor Hosea 
“There is NO 
EXCHANGE and 
NO REFUND in 
marriage.”

Emotion or Commitment continues from page 37
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