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Christmas is upon us once again. It’s time to remember the Word
of God that was born in Bethlehem. “The Word became flesh and
made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of
the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and
truth.” (NIV, John 1:14) Not only the birth but we also need to remember His love. The Father sacrifices His own Son to die on the
cross to save us, the sinners. This is the GRACE that has become
the foundation of Christianity and our topic this year.
This edition will once again remind us about grace and how we as
Christians have to remain in Him. Just like the illustration on the
cover page, we are the branches of the true vine. Father, the gardener, will protect and care the need of each branch. Not only care,
He will also cut off every branch that bears no fruit for Him and
throw them into the fire. There is no branch that can bear fruit on
its own because the vine is the source of life. We as the branches
are justified and sanctified so we can bear fruit for the Father. This
is why it is crucial for Christians to remain in Christ Jesus because
He is the vine and there is no life outside of Him.

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He
cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every
branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be
even more fruitful. You are already clean because of the
word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, and I will remain
in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in
the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in
me. “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains
in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me
you can do nothing. If anyone does remain in me, he is like
a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches
are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you
wish, and it will be given you. This is to my Father’s glory,
that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my
disciples.” (NIV, John 15:1-8)
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In this issue, we included an article about sanctification and the progress of holiness.Through
these articles, it is given a detailed explanation on how important sanctification is since it is
also part of our salvation.We also have an interesting article on how discipline is considered
as the fruit of Grace. Besides these articles, this AGAPE edition contains several testimonies
on how God molds and uses His children for His glory.
As usual we of AGAPE would like to do all we can to equip you and publish writings that
will encourage, educate, and equip us for Godly-living. We encourage involvement of the
congregation through comments and contributions. For questions or comments, feel free
to contact us at agape_gii@yahoo.com

539 N. SUNSET AVE.
AZUSA, CA 91702
GEMBALA SIDANG
REV. KRISTIANTO HOSEA

Hope you enjoy this AGAPE edition and may it become a blessing to you.

WAKIL GEMBALA SIDANG
REV. WILSON SUWANTO
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Happy New Year
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Featuring: 06 Fruit of Grace (Sanctification)
10 Progress in Holiness and Testimony
18 Fruit of Grace (Discipline)
24 Testimony: God Will Chastise His Children
26 Perspective: Goodness, Grace + Video Games

Anda punya usul, kritik, saran, atau apapun yang
berhubungan dengan Agape atau GII Azusa?
Silahkan mengirimnya ke agape_gii@yahoo.com
atau memberikannya kepada redaksi.
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content —————————————————————————

32 Christians Around the World

Kamu memang sudah bersih karena firman yang telah Kukatakan kepadamu.

34 Christmas 2009 Interview

Tinggalah di dalam Aku dan Aku didalam kamu. Sama seperti ranting tidak
dapat berbuah dari dirinya sendiri, kalau ia tidak tinggal pada pokok anggur, demikian juga kamu tidak berbuah, jikalau kamu tidak tinggal di dalam
Aku.

42 Youth: The Roots
43 Parenting: How to Explain the True Meaning of Christmas

Akulah pokok anggur dan kamulah ranting-rantingnya. Barangsiapa tinggal
di dalam Aku dan Aku di dalam dia, ia berbuah banyak, sebab di luar Aku
kamu tidak dapat berbuat apa-apa.

45 Cerpen: Ada Yang Memperhatikanmu
48 Book Review: Michal
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62 Comic Strips: The Fruits of Grace in Peter's Li

"Akulah pokok anggur yanng benar dan Bapa-Kulah pengusahanya.
Setiap ranting pada-Ku yang tidak berbuah, dipotong-Nya, dan setiap ranting yang berbuah, dibersihkan-Nya, supaya ia lebih banyak berbuah.

30 Testimony: Arti Pelayananku

54 Personality Quiz

POKOK ANGGUR YANG BENAR (YOHANES 15:1-8)

Barangsiapa tidak tinggal di dalam Aku, ia dibuang ke luar seperti ranting
dan menjadi kering, kemudian dikumpulkan orang dan dicampakkan ke dalam api lalu dibakar.
Jikalau kamu tinggal di dalam Aku dan firman-Ku tinggal di dalam kamu,
mintalah apa saja yang kamu kehendaki, dan kamu akan menrimanya.
Dalam hal inilah Bapa-Ku dimuliakan, yaitu jika kamu berbuah banyak dan
dengan demikian kamu adalah murid-murid-Ku."
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There are three things that should
be remembered when we talk about
sanctification or the progress of
holiness:

BY rEV WILSON SUWANTO

1. It is the work of God’s grace
Sanctification is primarily the work of the
Holy Spirit. He is called the “Holy” Spirit
because His work is to make believers holy.
As such, nobody can make himself holy apart
from the gracious work of the Spirit.

the more we live for God.The more we fight
sin, the more progressive we are in holiness.
Every born again person will grow. Just like
a healthy baby will grow, a born again person
will grow in holiness. In other words, it is
impossible to have a born-again person who
continues in sinning. John says this: “No one
who is born of God will continue to sin, because
God's seed remains in him; he cannot go on
sinning, because he has been

T

o sanctify means to make holy. The Holy Spirit is
given to every believer so that he will be made
holy. Nobody can say that he has received God’s grace
but continue to enjoy sins. The fruit of God’s grace in a
person is his ongoing growth in holiness. Many people
think that if God is so loving and gracious, then we can
live as we please.This is a misconception.The God who
saves is the holy God, and He saves us in order to
make us holy.

2. God enables believers to die
to sin
As new creation in Christ, a believer will
weaken and kill the sinful nature by the
power of the Spirit. He cannot enjoy his past
sins anymore. He has been renewed by the
power of the Spirit, and so he will fight every
tendency to slip back to the old habit.
3. God enables believers to live
for God
As the believer fight sins with the
Spirit’s power, he is enabled to live
for Christ. No 2 and no 3 are
inseparable.The more we die to sin,

6
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born of God” (1 John 3:9). A person who
continues to enjoy sins has never been born
again, and so he never begins the journey of
holiness.
In the midst of sanctification process,
believers will have to fight the old natures.
The old sins are still alive, and they have to
be weakened and eventually killed. No
wonder that every believer will find the
ongoing conflict between the old nature of
sin and the new nature of Christ. Jesus
reminds us: “The spirit is willing but the body is
weak” (Matt. 26:41).

AG A PE — Christmas 2009

7

How are we sanctified? By God’s Word.
Jesus prays like this: “Sanctify them
by the truth; your word is truth”
(John. 17:17). He also says:“You are
already clean because of the word I
have spoken to you” (John 15:3).
Sanctified people will love God’s
Word and will be cleansed,
sanctified by it.The Spirit will
always use the Word of God
to cleanse God’s children. If you
read Matthew 4 or Luke 4, you will find
that Jesus always uses the Word of God to
fight Satan’s temptations. As we read God’s
Word, we are rebuked and corrected, and so
our old nature is weakening. At the same
time, we are instructed and guided by the
Bible so that our new nature grows in
holiness.
Sanctification or holiness is the fruit of God’s
work in a born-again person. How do we
know that we belong to God? When we see
that God produces the fruit of holiness in
our life. It is by no means perfect, but it is
progressive. We often fall into sins, but by
God’s strength, we will rise even higher, and
we will hate sins more and love Christ more.
That’s how we know that we belong to God.

8
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“Thank You” to God.

His Spirit sanctifies us so that we become
more and more like Christ. And this is how
we know that He has planned our salvation
before the creation of the world. Paul says:
“For he chose us in him before the creation of
the world to be holy and blameless in his sight”
(Eph. 1:4).
We are not saved because we are holy; we
are saved in order to be holy. As the people
who have been saved from the wrath to come,
we pursue holiness as gratitude toward God.
Living in holiness is not done out of fear, but
of gratitude. The curse of breaking the Law
has been taken away by Jesus on the cross.
And obeying God is the only way to say

Paul in Romans says, “Therefore, I urge you,
brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your
bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing
to God-- this is your spiritual act of worship”
(Romans 12:1). God’s mercy in salvation
prompts us to offer our bodies as living
sacrifices. This is the proper response to
God’s grace and mercy.And He also says,“Do
not conform any longer to the pattern of this
world, but be transformed by the renewing
of your mind. Then you will be able to test
and approve what God's will is-- His good,
pleasing and perfect will” (Romans 12:2).
Thanking God means serving Him gratefully.
Serving Him gratefully means refusing to
conform to the world. In fact, it means always
in the state of being transformed by God’s
word.

of all, we tell people how God calls sinners
out of darkness through Jesus Christ. God’s
mighty work was done on the cross. Second,
His next mighty work is turning the hearts
of sinners to follow His Son. Through both
the gospel and our way of life as Christians,
we make known God’s mighty acts to the
world. “He gives His only Son for me” and
“He changes sinners like me to love and
pursue holiness.”
This is the whole evidence of grace. It started
on Calvary when Jesus died for us and our
old natures died with Him. It goes to
transform our sinful life into holy life. And
both of these become the reasons for our
proclamation of the Good News of Jesus. Paul
summarizes this in his prayer: “May God
himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through
and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body
be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ” (1 Thess. 5:23). May this be our prayer
all the time.

What is the outcome of God’s work in us?
Peter says that we are the chosen people and
God’s purpose of choosing us is so that we
tell others about God’s mighty works. First

Bahasa Indonesia di halaman 52
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The Progress in Holiness
Romans 8:13 says "For if
you live according to the
sinful nature, you will
die; but if by the Spirit you
put to death the misdeeds
of the body, you will live."
First of all, this verse never says that we have
eternal life by our deeds. Eternal life is the
gift of God, and cannot be earned by any
good works or any efforts. Romans 8:1
confirms this: “Therefore, there is now no
condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus.” It is the work of Christ that saves us,
not our effort.
What Romans 8:13 says is this: if you have
been saved by Christ, you will always try to
kill the old nature, and you do this by the
power of the Spirit.This can only be done by
believers. Non-believers will not be able to
10
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Killing the Old Nature
do this because they do not have the Holy
Spirit. They still live according to their sinful
natures. Believers, however, are not so. They
have been raised with Christ and their old
natures have been crucified with Christ, and
so they cannot live according to the sinful
natures.
How often should we put to death our sinful
natures? Every second! The devil shoots the
arrows of temptation 24 hours a day, and if a
believer does not put to death his sinful
nature even for 5 minutes, he will certainly
fall. After the devil fails to tempt Jesus to sin,
the Bible says that the devil leaves Him and
waits for a good opportunity to tempt Him
again (Luke 4:13).

What is NOT killing the old nature?
1. Changing the behavior only
Jesus condemns the Pharisees because they

seem to change for the better, but their
change is very superficial. It is only change of
cosmetics. Deep in their hearts, they are still
vile (Matt. 23:25-26). Killing sins means
attacking the root of sin, and the root of sin
is located in our hearts. Unless we attack it,
we can never expect to weaken sins.
2. Replacing one sin
with another
There is a teenager who likes
to complain. Recently, he
doesn’t complain much, and the
reason? He is so addicted to a
game that he has no time to
complain. Moving from one sin
to another is not killing sin. It’s
just changing one sin with
another. Moving from complain
to addiction is hardly an improvement.
When a young man becomes older, his
temptation will be different. It doesn’t always

BY REV WILSON SUWANTO
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mean that that person grows.
3. Occasional Victory
People who struggle with anger know this
well. There are times when they are angry all
the time, but there are times when they can
control their anger. Victory over anger comes
and goes; it never settles. This is not true
victory; this is an occasional victory, and this
will not last. When we overcome one
particular sin only occasionally, watch out! It
will get worse unless we truly put to death
that sinful nature. The occasional victory
means that we have not made an utmost
effort to kill sins by the power of the Spirit.

What is killing the old nature?
1. Habitual weakening of sin
Peter says:“Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens
and strangers in the world, to abstain from
sinful desires, which war against your soul”
(1 Pet. 2:11). The sinful nature wages war
against our souls all the time.When we take
the
whole
armor
of God, like
God’s Word,
prayer, etc,
we are fighting those
sinful desires. And the
outcome is clear: we win. But remember that
our victory is not one-time victory. Our
victory is when we keep fighting with the
power of God’s Word and God’s Spirit. We
can fall into sin, but we will never fall without
fighting. And after fall, we will never remain
in our fallen state, but we will rise and
continue to fight.This is the habitual weakening
of sin. It is not often, occasional, or seldom;
it is a constant battle against our sinful
desires.

When we put to death our sinful desires, we

are enabled to live for God. We do not live
for ourselves anymore.

2. Understanding our opponent's
strategy and our own weaknesses
The devil will always try to attack our weak
points. We have to be honest with ourselves
12
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and with God: where is our weak point? Most
men will find that lust is their weak point.
Then guard your eyes and mind with all
watchfulness so that you will not fall because
you know that the devil will attack those
points. Most women will find that
consumerism is their weak point. Then guard
your eyes and mind will carefully so that you
will
not
fall.

3. Taking a radical action against our
sinful desires
Jesus says: “If your right eye causes you to
sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better
for you to lose one part of your body than
for your whole body to be thrown into hell.
And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut
it off and throw it away. It is better for you
to lose one part of your body than for your
whole body to go into hell” (Matthew 5:2930). Jesus doesn’t mean that we should
mutilate our body parts. What He means is
that we should cut the root of sin which lies
in our heart, and this should translate into
our action. For example, if looking a certain
movie induces you to sin, then avoid watching

that kind of movie altogether. If remembering
the past evokes bitterness in your heart, then
stop remembering about the past. Take any
action that will cut off the root of sin in your
heart.
When we put to death our sinful desires, we
are enabled to live for God. We do not live
for ourselves anymore. We reflect God’s
holiness more and more as our sins are dying.
When Jesus was crucified 2000 years ago,
somehow our old natures have been crucified
with Him. Of course, like a crucified person,
our sinful nature does not directly die. It takes
a while for a person on the cross to die, and
so it will take time for our sins to die, but
they will eventually die. Knowing that our sins
have been crucified with Christ should make
us more eager and committed in killing them.
This is how we die to sin and live for God.

AG A PE — Christmas 2009
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Indonesian Insertion
Roma 8:13 berkata "Sebab, jika kamu hidup menurut daging, kamu akan mati;
tetapi jika oleh Roh kamu mematikan perbuatan-perbuatan tubuhmu, kamu
akan hidup ." Ayat ini mengajarkan kalau hidup yang kekal adalah karunia dari Tuhan
yang tidak dapat diraih melalui banyaknya perkerjaan baik kita. Selain itu ayat ini juga
mengajarkan kalau orang yang telah diselamatkan akan selalu berusaha untuk mematikan
kebiasaan lama melalui kekuatan roh. Orang percaya harus mematikan sifat dosa setiap
waktu karena Iblis juga tidak pernah berhenti mengoda.
Apa contoh yang bukan mematikan dosa?

1. Mengubah kebiasaan – Orang farisi ditegur Yesus karena perubahan mereka hanya

diluar, padahal hati mereka masih jahat.
2. Menganti dosa dengan dosa yang lain – Seorang remaja yang senang mengeluh
tetapi tidak lagi mengeluh karena kecanduan main video game bukanlah contoh
mematikan dosa.
3. Kemenangan musiman – Pemarah yang bisa menahan marah kadang-kadang, tetapi
bisa marah jika sudah tidak tahan lagi bukanlah kemenangan sesungguhnya.
Apa contoh mematikan dosa?

1. Kebiasaan melemahkan dosa – Kemenangan kita terhadap dosa bukan kemenangan

sekali tetapi kemenangan dimana kita terus melawan dosa dengan
kekuatan Alkitab dan Roh Kudus.
2. Memahami strategi musuh dan kelemahan kita – Iblis akan selalu
menyerang titik lemah kita jadi kita harus jujur dengan diri kita dan
Tuhan tentang kelemahan kita.
3. Mengambil tindakan radikal terhadap nafsu jahat – Kita harus
melakukan tindakan untuk mematikan akar dosa di dalam hati kita.
Kebiasaan lama kita telah tersalib degan Yesus Kristus 2000 tahun
yang lalu. Dan seperti orang yang tersalib, kebiasaan dosa tidak
langsung mati tetapi semakin melemah sampai akhirnya mati. Ini
adalah sikap kita seharusnya terhadap dosa sehingga kita dapat
hidup di dalam Tuhan.

14
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By Grace I'm Saved, the Things I Enjoyed
Before Now I Forsake ATESTIMONY BY Anonymous
I can remember when I was younger; my heart was always overcome with envy,
pride, and selfishness. I had a strong desire to be respected; I want people to
think highly of me. I thought being popular, being in the "in" crowd, would helpme
achieve that. That was when I started to hang out with the so-called cool guys in my school
– the people whom others feared and “respected.” I started smoking and drinking, little by
little until addiction took over. I even came to a point where I started smoking marijuana
without any feeling of guilt and even encouraged others to smoke with me. I went to many
club parties and the nightlife soon became my world. Despite all these, I still felt empty and
unsatisfied. I was in bondage with sin.
I knew the Lord since I was in the third grade. I could remember clearly when I was in the
third grade, having to choose a religion class – Christian or Buddhism. The cutest girl in
school chose Buddhism class and hence, a more logical choice for a young boy would be to
follow. However, I believe by God’s grace, somehow I had a stronger desire to go to the
Christian class, which was where I first learned about Jesus.
Though I clearly rebelled against the Lord, there were times when I felt His grace and mercy
but I did not really pay attention to it and continued what I was doing. It was not until a few
years ago when the Lord gave me a trial that really made me quit all the wrong things that
I was doing. It was not an experience that I want to go through again but I really thanked
the Lord for letting it happen for it changed my life completely. I remember the psalmist said
in psalm 32:9 “Do not be like the horse or like the mule, which have no understanding, which must
be harnessed with bit and bridle, else they will not come near you.” The Lord gave me an illness.
It was not so serious but it was enough to stop me on my track. The Lord always knew the
right amount of rebuking that you need – never too light, never too heavy. I remembered
being so sick that I could not even get out of bed and that was unlike me for I was a very
healthy person otherwise and was very active at sports. The Doctor told me that I had to
stop drinking and smoking immediately and totally or my health would be in a serious
AG A PE — Christmas 2009
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16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall
not fulfill the lust of the flesh.
17 For the flesh lusts against
the Spirit, and the Spirit
against the flesh; and
these are contrary to one
another, so that you do not
do the things that you
wish.
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22 For I delight in the law of God according to
the inward man. 23 But I see another law in my
members, warring against the law of my mind,
and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin
which is in my members.

ON

16

RDERS
ENVY

9 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which
are: adultery,(c) fornication, uncleanness,
lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions,
jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions,
dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders,(d)
drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I
tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time
past, that those who practice such things will not
inherit the kingdom of God.
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
23 gentleness, self-control.Against such there
is no law.

GOOD

DISSENSIO

Romans 7:22-23

LO

An elder native Indian man once shared a
story,“A fight is going inside me. It is a terrible
fight between two wolves. One is evil – he
is anger, envy, sorrow, regret, greed,
UN
CL
EA
arrogance, self-pity, resentment,
NN
ES
inferiority, lies, pride, superiority, and
S
ego. The other is good – he is joy,
peace, love, hope, serenity,
h u m i l i t y, k i n d n e s s ,
benevolence, empathy,
g e n e ro s i t y, t r u t h ,
compassion, and faith.”
(Galatians 5:19-23).
Somebody then asked
which of the wolves
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would win.The old man
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HATRED

Galatians 5 : 19 - 23

t le ness

A pastor wisely said, “The results and fruits
are His work. Faithfulness and obedience are
ours.”

RC

I could see how God preserves me to go in
His way. I could remember how He guided
me back into the right path. During that
period, a friend also invited me to start going
to church and so I did. Starting from reading
the daily devotionals given by the church, I
slowly tried to read the Bible. As I learned
more about the Lord, I eventually repented
of my sins and gave my life to the Lord.

simply replied, “The one you feed.” The same
thing goes with our Christian life as everyone
is born with sins, having a desperately deceitful
heart and worldly desires (Jeremiah 17:9). Our
new saved-Spirit and our flesh are in a
constant battle – the Spirit desires to please
God and do right, the flesh desires to please
self and do wrong (Romans 7:22-23 and
Galatians 5:16-17). Therefore, we need to
continually feed ourselves with the Word of
God, day and night (Psalm 1), so we can die
to self and be more like Christ.

LEW

condition. I was afraid. It must be because of
His grace that I managed to quit drinking and
smoking completely because it was very
difficult, being dependent on them for years,
and the temptations were many.
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BY: Fairlyn Soetojo

Therefore,

since we are surrounded
surroun
by such a great
cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us
run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes
on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before
him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition
from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. In your
struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your
blood. And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you
as sons: “My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart
when he rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes
everyone he accepts as a son.” Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you
as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father? If you are not disciplined
(and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and not
true sons. Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we
respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of our
spirits and live! Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best;
but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness. No discipline
seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest
of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. Therefore,
strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. “Make level paths for your feet,”
so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed.
-- Hebrews 12:1-13
18
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b.Romans 8:28 “And we know
that in all things God works for
the good of those who love him,
who have been called according
to His purpose”.

T
A
E
H
C

a. Hebrew 12:11 “No discipline
seems pleasant at the time,
but painful. Later on, however,
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3) By Spirit, God’s discipline will
shape us to be holy just like God is
holy.

4) By Spirit who enables
us to obey God’s Word in
the midst of troubles, bad
situations lead to good.

PRIDE lie

WI

CK

ED

R
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a.Romans 8:13 “For if you live according to the
sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you
put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will
live”.
b.Romans 8:12-14:“Therefore, brothers, we have
an obligation—but it is not to the sinful nature,
to live according to it. For if you live according to
the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit
you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you
will live, because those who are led by the Spirit
of God are sons of God”.

holy”

5)Never compare our lives to non-Christians’
lives which seem more prosperous than ours
because they don’t know how and when God
will end their lives.

DE

Maybe in their eyes, we seem like “problemfree” person too. Instead, focus on the
similarity that we have in
a. Romans 3:23-24 “For all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God, and are justified freely
by his grace through the redemption that came
by Christ Jesus”.

2) By Spirit, God’s discipline leads us
to continuous repentance.

a. Hebrews 12:10b “but God
disciplines us for our good, that we
may share in His holiness”
b. Leviticus 20:26 “You must be
holy because I, the LORD, am

AN

1) Do not compare our lives to
our brothers or sisters in Christ’s
lives because we don’t know their
problems.

b. Ephesians 2:8-9 “For it is by grace you have
been saved, through faith—and this not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works,
so that no one can boast”.
Therefore, let not anyone boasts or says
“How can these happen to me, a good
person? I do no harm to others and God”.
Nobody is “good”, all of us are sinners. We
need to acknowledge that by grace alone,
we are being established as God’s children
(same reputation), whom He will chastise
or discipline. How? The way God discipline
is differ from each person, it is customized
per child.

SL

This passage clearly tells us that
God always warns, rebukes, and
chastises His children. However,
our reaction towards difficulties
is normally complaining and
complaining, asking God why
He allows problems happen in
our lives. We often compare
ourselves to the other brothersor sisters-in-Christ who seem
like having a better life, good
children, good companion, and so
on. And yet, we indeed compare
ourselves to non-Christians’ lives
and make arguments why their
lives are smoother that ours? Well,
before we go on with the list of
complains, we need to stop and
consider these points:
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Asaph started the writing in Psalm 73 with envy toward the prosperity of the wicked, they
seemed have no struggles, their bodies are healthy and strong. Then, when he started to see
the whole pictures from God’s point of view, pay attention in verse 18-20 “Surely You place
them on slippery ground; You cast them down to ruin. How suddenly are they destroyed,
completely swept away by terrors! As a dream when one awakes, so when you arise, O Lord,
You will despise them as fantasies”.
We’re bought with the price, the blood of Jesus Christ. By grace alone, we are saved and being
justified as God’s children. Our lives is not our own anymore, but His. Let Him do whatever
He pleases. But still within His control, we are being disciplined. Not by might nor by power
but by the Spirit of God, we are able to endure the hardship of His disciplines. Then what
else shall we ask for? Because His grace is sufficient for us (2 Corinthians 12:9a). AMEN.

orang, maka kamu bukanlah anak, tetapi
anak-anak gampang. Selanjutnya: dari ayah
kita yang sebenarnya kita beroleh ganjaran,
dan mereka kita hormati; kalau demikian
bukankah kita harus lebih taat kepada Bapa
segala roh, supaya kita boleh hidup? Sebab
mereka mendidik kita dalam waktu yang
pendek sesuai dengan apa yang mereka
anggap baik, tetapi Dia menghajar kita
untuk kebaikan kita, supaya kita beroleh
bagian dalam kekudusan-Nya. Memang tiaptiap ganjaran pada waktu ia diberikan tidak

tetapi kita juga membandingkan hidup kita
dengan hidup orang-orang yang bukan Kristen
dan menanyakan kenapa hidup mereka
berjalan lebih lancar dari kita? Sebelum kita
melanjutkan keluhan kita, kita harus berhenti
dan mempertimbangkan point-point ini:
1. Jangan membandingkan hidup
kita dengan hidup saudara seiman
karena kita tidak tahu masalah yang
mereka hadapi.

mendatangkan sukacita, tetapi dukacita.

Mungkin di mata mereka kita terlihat seperti
orang yang tidak memiliki masalah juga.
kebenaran yang memberikan damai kepada
mereka yang dilatih olehnya. Sebab itu Daripada membandingkan perbedaan kita
kuatkanlah tangan yang lemah dan lutut harus lebih melihat persamaan di
yang goyah; dan luruskanlah jalan bagi a. Roma 3:23-24 "Karena semua orang telah
kakimu, sehingga yang pincang jangan berbuat dosa dan telah kehilangan kemuliaan
Allah, dan oleh kasih karunia telah dibenarkan
terpelecok, tetapi menjadi sembuh.
dengan cuma-cuma karena penebusan dalam
-- Ibrani 12:1-13 Kristus Yesus"
b. Efesus 2:8-9 " Sebab karena kasih karunia
Ayat ini dengan jelas memberitahukan kita kamu diselamatkan oleh iman; itu bukan hasil
bahwa Tuhan selalu memperingati, menegur, usahamu, tetapi pemberian Allah, itu bukan
dan menghajar anak-anakNya. Tetapi kita hasil pekerjaanmu: jangan ada orang yang
selalu mengeluh dan bertanya kepada Tuhan memegahkan diri."
kenapa Dia memperbolehkan masalah
terjadi di dalam hidup kita. Kita selalu Oleh sebab ini jangan ada yang menyombongkan
membandingkan hidup kita dengan hidup diri dan berkata "Kenapa hal ini terjadi
saudara dan saudari kita di dalam Kristus yang kepadaku, seseorang yang baik? Aku tidak
mempunyai hidup lebih baik, anak-anak yang menyakiti sesama dan Tuhan." Tidak seorang
baik, pasangan yang baik, dan selanjutnya.Akan pun ada yang "baik", kita semua adalah orang
Tetapi kemudian ia menghasilkan buah

INDONESIAN TRANSLATION
IN
Karena kita
k
mempunyai banyak saksi,

orang berdosa, supaya jangan kamu menjadi

bagaikan awan yang mengelilingi kita,

lemah dan putus asa. Dalam pergumulan

marilah kita menanggalkan semua beban

kamu melawan dosa kamu belum sampai

dan dosa yang begitu merintangi kita, dan

mencucurkan darah. Dan sudah lupakah

berlomba dengan tekun dalam perlombaan

kamu akan nasihat yang berbicara kepada

yang diwajibkan bagi kita. Marilah kita

kamu seperti kepada anak-anak: "Hai anakku,

melakukannya dengan mata yang tertuju

janganlah anggap enteng didikan Tuhan,

kepada Yesus, yang memimpin kita dalam

dan janganlah putus asa apabila engkau

iman, dan yang membawa iman kita

diperingatkan-Nya; karena Tuhan menghajar

itu kepada kesempurnaan, yang dengan

orang yang dikasihi-Nya, dan Ia menyesah

mengabaikan kehinaan tekun memikul

orang yang diakui-Nya sebagai anak." Jika

salib ganti sukacita yang disediakan bagi

kamu harus menanggung ganjaran; Allah

Dia, yang sekarang duduk di sebelah kanan

memperlakukan kamu seperti anak. Di

takhta Allah. Ingatlah selalu akan Dia, yang

manakah terdapat anak yang tidak dihajar

tekun menanggung bantahan yang sehebat

oleh ayahnya? Tetapi, jikalau kamu bebas

itu terhadap diri-Nya dari pihak orang-

dari ganjaran, yang harus diderita setiap
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Sharing: God will chastise His children

said, “hmm… but it never happened to me since I’d be ready since
minutes ahead.”

Today I got so angry >:( at my boyfriend for being impatient. At 9:03,
three minutes after the promised time for picking me up for church,
he rang my cell while the last thing for me to do was to put on a new
pair of contact lenses in the room. I quickly silenced it hoping my
housemates wouldn’t get bothered for waking them up in a “15x30” size
apartment on a Sunday morning. Then, less than a minute later, he rang
again, making me panicked that I dropped and lost the last pair. I had
no choice but to answer his call and put on an old contact lens for the
one eye. I was provoked thinking that was the last pair of contact lens
till January since my prescription had expired.

The last sentence made me cool down and guilty for blaming him. I’d
understand my own situation because I keep running late unlike him
who’s always on time. Even though I might be seen as a more patient
and understanding person than him, but I realized this doesn’t mean
that I’m less of a sinner than him. In fact today, my boyfriend who
seemed impatient and not understanding about others' situations was
more "righteous."

Dear Diary,

It seemed hard for him to understand and show concerns to others in
certain circumstances. Just like today, if I were him, I would just ring
once or even just send a text since I’d understand the situation with
the housemates and the noise.

24

By: Anonymous

November 15, 2009

I pout when I got in the car. The good thing is… he still noticed and
concerned about me when seeing my mood. In anger, I told him the whole
situation and I kinda expect a sorry note from him. But surprisingly,
he got puzzled and asked me back, “how was that being impatient?”
since he’s just making sure that I’d know that he’s outside or at least
he wanted to make sure that I was at least awake since I had problem
getting up early in the morning. For which had happened to me that I
overslept one morning. I got embarrassed, but at the same time I felt
even more provoked that he seemed to put the blame back on me. I held
up my emotion since in my experience emotion won’t solve a problem,
so nicely I asked him, how he’d feel if his friends were waiting outside
and kept calling him for more than once. He paused a while to picture
the situation and answered, “nothing,” and with his innocent tone he
AG A PE — Christmas 2009

Then, I told him that I was really sorry for accusing him of being
impatience and told him how in the past I’ve been praying fervently
for my struggle for being late to church, events, and even to hang
out with friends. But back then, I could always find 101 reasons to
procrastinate my time. In a way God uses this relationship to chastise
me for not listening to Him. God has rebuked me in my heart enabling
me to pray like previously, but I was trying to delay my time in obeying
Him (or simply the same as disobeying Him). Now, I can't procrastinate
anymore since someone will be waiting for me outside and bother me
till I get ready, and this is not a pleasant way :(
I also told him that I regretted for disobeying God that now I and he
have to deal with this issue. I told him these, he just smiled like saying
“I can be patient with you.” Looking at him, I said to myself poor guy
he's innocent but has to take the consequences with me. Remembering
this gives me a strong push to avoid procastinating in the future.
PS. I’m thankful that I have a God that loves me, rebuking me in my
heart and able to use any circumstances in life to chastise me whenever
I’m wrong.
AG A PE — Christmas 2009
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A few years before Christ became my
Savior, a Christian friend used to talk
to me about Christ a lot. As courtesy,
I told him about Buddha. I called our
conversations philosophical debates.
Now I know he called them evangelism.
I told him I thought that the point of
religion was to prompt people to do
good. Christ instructed His disciples to
be righteous much the same way Buddha
told the monks to do good. Life is about
doing good deeds, being a good person,
I thought.

Perspectives:
Goodness, Grace + Video Games
(Lesson from an eight year old)
By Jocelyn Lee - Tindage

“It’s not the same.” My Christian friend
sighed, shaking his head.
“How’s that not the same?” I shrugged.
“The difference is grace. Unlike
Buddhists, a Christian cannot go to
heaven by accumulating good karma. A
Christian goes to heaven by the grace of
God. It’s a gift. So Christians aren’t doing
good to earn their way into heaven; they
should be doing good because they’re
26
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grateful that God has given them the gift
of grace and they want to please Him.”
“So,” I thought about it for a bit. “You’re
saying that it doesn’t take any work to
go to heaven?”
“Right. You can’t earn your way into
salvation. It’s all God’s work.”
“That’s like taking the easy way out,” I
replied. (What blasphemy, to think of it
now)
“It’s not an easy way out. A Christian still
strives to do good just like a Buddhist,
so it’s not easy. Let me put it this way:
A Christian is supposed to work inside
out. We’ve been given grace, so out
of the gratefulness in our hearts, we do
good. It’s better than working outsidein, right?”
I cringed. “Why does the order matter?
In the end, goodness still comes out.”
“But the motives are different. A
Christian does good things because we
want to please God and He commands it.
What you’re saying, is that a Buddhist
does good only to accumulate karma.
That’s just personal gain.”
“You’re splitting hairs,” I replied. “What
does it matter what the motive is, if in

the end, we’re all doing good and going
to heaven?” I didn’t understand the
difference. If the end goal is doing good
to better the world and go to heaven,
then either way, the goal is achieved.
It would take eight years and a
conversation with an eight-year old
student for me to understand that this
“hair-splitting” is very important. No,
my student didn’t lecture me, give a
prophecy or tell a parable. Instead, he
turned in his homework.
My supervisor had asked my student,
Charlie, why he began turning in
his homework and being nice to his
neighbors all of a sudden. He said, “My
dad promised to buy me two new games
for my DS if I’m good this week.”
“Oh really?” said my supervisor. “That’s
nice. But you want to be good, right?
Even if your dad doesn’t buy you the
video games, you will still want to be
good?”
The student squirmed, twisting his feet
and shifting his eyes. After a long pause,
he said, “Yes.”
I sighed at his lie. How I wished that he
did his homework because he wanted to
learn, not because of a bribe. It mattered
to me whether his homework was the
AG A PE — Christmas 2009
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result of a bribe or a genuine will to
learn.

into a fight at recess. My supervisor
called his father to make sure that the
reward was cancelled. At that point, I
At that moment, it dawned on me was glad that no one could call God and
what my Christian friend was trying to tell Him to retract the gift of salvation.
say nearly eight years ago. Of course
motivation matters. It matters in a
marriage; it matters in a court trial; it (Bahasa Indonesia)
matters in learning; why wouldn’t it
Perbuatan Baik
matter in doing good deeds?
There’s a simple word that describes
people who do good deeds for selfish
gains – hypocrites.
There’s also a common attitude towards
these people – contempt.
I don’t know what possessed me to
think that doing good deeds with the
selfish hope of getting into heaven was
acceptable. After all, as a teacher, I
want my students to genuinely learn,
not just scribble on his homework. As
a wife, I hope for genuine affection, not
affectation. So it makes sense that we
ought to do good deeds out of a genuine
desire to be good, not earning our way
into heaven. Goodness does not earn
grace. Grace motivates goodness.
Oh, and in case you were curious whether
my student got his games. He failed to
turn in his homework on Friday and got
28
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Biasanya orang berpikir kalau tujuan
dari beragama adalah untuk berbuat
baik. Dan semua agama bisa membawa
kita untuk bebuat baik. Contohnya orang
Buddha demi untuk meraih keselamatan
diri mereka sendiri, mereka berbuat
baik. Di lain pihak orang Kristen demi
untuk menyenangkan hati Tuhan yang
telah memberikan anugrah keselamatanNya, mereka juga berbuat baik—dan
juga mengalirkan kasih Tuhan Yesus.
Dan dua-dua agama ini memimpin
untuk berbuat baik. Tapi bedanya ada
di MOTIVASI dan sebenarnya motivasi
untuk berbuat baik itu penting.
Motivasi adalah penting di dalam
pernikahan, di sidang pengadilan, dan
di dalam pelajaran. Lalu mengapa tidak
sama pentingnya di dalam perbuatan
baik? Kata yang sedehana untuk orang
yang berbuat baik demi ke-egoisan
dirinya sendiri adalah munafik. Sebagai

istri/suami kita berharap dikasihi
dengan hati yang murni, bukan dengan
kasih yang pura-pura. Sebagai guru kita
berharap murid kita mau belajar dengan
sungguh-sugguh, bukan hanya sekedar
mengkopi jawaban saja. Jadi masuk
akal kalau kita seharusnya berbuat
baik dengan keinginan yang sungguhsungguh, bukan dengan motivasi ingin
mendapatkan keselamatan diri sendiri.
Kebaikan TIDAK dapat menghasilkan
keselamatan.
Tetapi
anugrahNya
membuahkan perbuatan baik.

A few years before Christ
became my Savior, a Christian
friend used to talk to me about
Christ a lot.........
ROMA 10:13-15
13Sebab, "siapa saja yang berseru kepada nama
Tuhan, akan diselamatkan." 14Tetapi bagaimana
mereka dapat berseru kepada-Nya, jika mereka tidak percaya kepada Dia? Bagaimana
mereka dapat percaya kepada Dia, jika mereka
tidak mendengar tentang Dia? Bagaimana mereka mendengar tetang Dia, jika tidak ada yang
memberitakan-Nya? 15Dan bagaimana mereka
dapat memberitakan-Nya, jika mereka tidak diutus? Seperti ada tertulis: "Bertapa indahnya kedatangan mereka yang membawa kabar baik!"

ROMANS 10:13-15 (NIV)
13for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord will be saved." 14How, then, can they call
on the one they have not believed in? And how
can they believe in the one of whom they have not
heard? And how can they hear without someone
preaching to them? 15And how can they preach
unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!"
AG A PE — Christmas 2009
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Arti

Pelayanan Saya

Setelah saya menerima anugrah keselamatan, saya mulai bertanya-tanya tentang
apa yang bisa saya lakukan untuk melayani
Tuhan. Saya tidak mau menjawab tidak
berbuat apa-apa sewaktu ditanya Tuhan
“Apa yang kau perbuat untuk Aku?”
di-surga nanti. Menurut Filipi 4:9
“Dan apa yang telah kamu pelajari
ari
ah
dan apa yang telah
kamu terima, dan
an
apa yang telah kamu
amu
dengar dan apa yyang
ang
telah kamu lihat
ihat
padaku, lakukankanlah itu. Maka Allah sumber damai
mai
sejahtera
akan
kan
menyertai kamu.”
u.”
Ayat ini mengagajarkan saya kalau
lau
pelayanan adalah
alah
salah satu ccara
ara
orang Kristen untuk melayani Tuhan.
uhan.

petunjuk tentang pelayanan orang Kristen karena Dia datang bukan untuk dilayani melainkan untuk melayani manusia. “Sama seperti Anak Manusia datang
bukan untuk dilayani, melainkan untuk
melayani dan memberikan nyawa-Nya
menjadi tebusan bagi banyak orang.”
(Matius 20:28) Setelah membaca ayat
ini saya mulai mengerti
mengert bahwa orang
Kristen harus melayani kkebutuhan sesama dengan cinta kasih d
dan kerendahan
hati dalam nama Tuhan
Tuhan. Pelayanan dasesama orang perpat dilakukan untuk sesa
orang-orang yang
caya dan juga untuk or
belum percaya karena ppelayanan bersimeminta balasan.
fat netral dan tidak m

yyang
bersifat
d
dan tidak menccari balasan sangat susah untuk
ga
dilakukan karena
dila
yang selalu ingin
sifat manusia ya
dihargai. Saya selalu berpikir kalau
apa-apa untuk mesaya tidak ada apalayani Tuhan dan sselalu ada orang
Pelayanan atau minkemamlain yang mempunyai
memp
istry berasal dari
kata
ari kat
aa
puan jauh dari saya. Lalu saya
Yunani diakoneo yang
membaca cerita Yeremia, “Firberarti melayani atau
man Tuhan datang kepadaku,
douleuo yang berarti melayani bagaikan bunyinya: ‘Sebelum Aku membentuk
pelayan. Tuhan Yesus telah memberikan engkau dalam rahim ibumu, Aku telah
30
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Pelayanan
netral

Bersambung ke halaman 53

The Shepherds and the Angles (NIV; Luke 2:8-20)
8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby,
keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to
them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of

great joy that will be for all the people. 11Today
in the town of David a Savior has been born to
you; he is Christ the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you:

THE
GOOD
NEWS

You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger."

ON
13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared
with the angel,praising God and saying,14"Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests."

CHRISTMAS
15When the angels had
left them and gone into
heaven, the shepherds
said to one another,
"Let's go to Bethlehem
and see this thing that
has happened, which the
Lord has told us about."
16So they hurried off
and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who
was lying in the manger.

17When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what
had been told them about this child, 18and all who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds said to them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.
AG A PE — Christmas 2009
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Christians Around the Worldby Cheryl Jao

Check out what’s happening around the world in the Christian community!
The Italian government will appeal the European
Court of Human Rights ruling to remove crosses from
classrooms.

The Iranian government forces its largest church to halt Friday
services, threatening Reverend Sourik earlier this year to shut down
the church unless it stopped holding Friday services.

Voters in Maine rejected a state law that would
allow gay marriage, winning 53 percent of the vote.

Abby Johnson, the director of a Planned Parenthood
clinic in Texas, resigned after witnessing abortion take
place through an ultrasound. She saw a fetus trying to
move away from the doctor’s probe.

Malaysian church body calls for immediate release of more
than 15,000 Bibles that were confiscated this past year, saying it is
in violation of their constitutional rights.

Samaritan’s Purse in Bolivia helped Domingo
Mamani, a farmer, increase 700 percent in crops this
year after undergoing improved agricultural and
pest management.
Hani Nazeer, a social worker in Egypt, was detained for more
than a year by Egypt's administrative law and was pressured to
abandon his faith for freedom.

The annual “March for Jesus” event in Sao Paulo, Brazil
rallied more than 1.5 million evangelical Christians Monday,
November 2nd.
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Christmas 2009 Interview
By Cheryl Jao

Harold Doryumu

Adhi Prawira
What is your favorite part about Christmas?
The atmosphere, the feeling of holiday ya know, the
feeling of family, just remembering family.
What do you want for Christmas this year?
That’s a tough question, ’cause you live your daily
life and you have everything ya know. Just health I
guess.
Are you a last-minute shopper?
No! I’m proud of it!
What is the greatest gift you’ve ever given?
LOVE!
If you were to have Christmas dinner with
anyone, dead or alive, who would it be?
I would love to take my wife out, just my wife.
If you were a Christmas ornament, what
would you look like?
A pogo stick
34
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What is your favorite part about Christmas?
I have no idea. Just, ya know, the fact that Christ was
born and the celebration of Christ. That’s just it.
What do you want for Christmas this year?
I can’t think of anything…umm yea, I’ll pass.
Are you a last-minute shopper?
I don’t shop at all!
What is the greatest gift you’ve ever given?
I cannot remember or think of any greatest gift I’ve
ever given. The word “greatest” is huge!
If you were to have Christmas dinner with
anyone, dead or alive, who would it be?
My family.
If you were a Christmas ornament, what would
you look like?
Umm…ya know, a wise man. The magi.
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Edgar Kusnohadi
Daniel Setiawan
What is your favorite part about Christmas?
My favorite part is Christmas is receiving gifts.
What do you want for Christmas this year?
I just want better grades. I want to benefit more out
of life.
Are you a last-minute shopper?
Kind of yea. :)
What is the greatest gift you’ve ever given?
I’ve given love to God.
If you were to have Christmas dinner with anyone, dead or alive, who would it be?
I’d have it with Jesus as an adult, because we could
talk about anything.
If you were a Christmas ornament, what would
you look like?
I would be the star on top of the tree!
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What is your favorite part about Christmas?
The Christmas celebration to remember Christ coming
to earth to save us.
What do you want for Christmas this year?
Nothing…
Are you a last-minute shopper?
Yes!
What is the greatest gift you’ve ever given?
I don’t know….to anyone? I don’t remember, but my
love! Ahahaha!
If you were to have Christmas dinner with anyone, dead or alive, who would it be?
With my family. All of my family!
If you were a Christmas ornament, what would
you look like?
A star! The top star!
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Pency Kinnard
What is your favorite part about Christmas?
Um…the vacation. Usually Levi gets days off and we’ve got
these Christmas plays and it’s all cheerful and holiday feeling.
It’s nice; it’s a break from the everyday busy life.
What do you want for Christmas this year?
A job for next year! :)
Are you a last-minute shopper?
No, I’m not really much for presents. I try to avoid the mall
during the Christmas season.
What is the greatest gift you’ve ever given?
Um books? For one Christmas I gave a bunch of apologetics
books and I thought that was cool.
If you were to have Christmas dinner with anyone,
dead or alive, who would it be?
Left-Eye. Lisa Lopez, just to pick her brain. :)
If you were a Christmas ornament, what would you
look like?
I would be a red fake Rudolph nose, like a fake one that
people can put on.
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Hannah Wangsa
What is your favorite part about Christmas?
The Christmas play and being in them.
What do you want for Christmas this year?
I don’t know…Oh! My cousins to come.
Are you a last-minute shopper?
Kind of?
What is the greatest gift you’ve ever given?
Hmm…I don’t know! :)
If you were to have Christmas dinner with anyone,
dead or alive, who would it be?
My grandma
If you were a Christmas ornament, what would you
look like?
Pretty. Any ornament that’s pretty.
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Tante Mona

Anonymous Mom
What is your favorite part about Christmas?
I love the spirit! It just makes everybody happy. People who
know the real meaning of Christmas and those who don’t,
they get excited and get happy about it. And I like a lot of
stuff, like the decorations. It’s exciting for me because of that.
People who don’t know the real meaning still get excited!
What do you want for Christmas this year?
I just want to be healthy :)
Are you a last-minute shopper?
Um…half and half. I would finish a few months before but also
wait until the last moment.
What is the greatest gift you’ve ever given?
I don’t know! Everything I give it’s all from my heart. So I don’t
know what’s the greatest. :)
If you were to have Christmas dinner with anyone,
dead or alive, who would it be?
Um…Barbara Bush.
If you were a Christmas ornament, what would you
look like?
An angel!
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What is your favorite part about Christmas?
Uh…that Christ is born again!
What do you want for Christmas this year?
I want to sing for him!!
Are you a last-minute shopper?
No! I never shop! Almost never!
What is the greatest gift you’ve ever given?
My soul to Christ!
If you were to have Christmas dinner with anyone,
dead or alive, who would it be?
Every one of my family and friends.
If you were a Christmas ornament, what would you
look like?
I would look like one of the angels!

Ethan Hosea
What do you want for Christmas this
year?
Mommy!
If you were a Christmas ornament,
what would you look like?
Pooooh
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High School Lifestyle:
The Roots By Cheryl Jao
Every year, it seems as though Christmas
comes earlier and earlier. The mall is already
decorated with garland and lights. Santa’s village is already set up to welcome excited children. Wal-Mart restocks
their seasonal aisle(s) with candy canes and felt stockings. Last
year, I remember the decorations coming in mid-November. This year,
it’s immediately after Halloween. So what has Christmas become? A haven for
discount shoppers? An art gallery for the decoration admirers? The moment of all
moments to open presents?
Nope. This is still Christmas. It doesn’t matter what presents are given or what houses
look good in lights. It’s still Christmas. The one thing I love to do, especially for holidays, is to go back to their origins, not what they represent in modern day. Halloween, I go back to its Pagan roots. Thanksgiving, I go back to the Pilgrims. Independence day, I go back to America’s colonial times. And Christmas, I go back before the
Catholics brainwashed children with Saint Nicholas and back to that still, silent night
when the Savior of the world was born in that one manger.
When it comes down to it, that’s all Christmas is about. God’s gift of grace did not
start on the cross; it started in that manger in Bethlehem, and only a few knew about
it. This is the root of Christmas: God’s grace. Without this night, we would still sacrifice
lambs to cover out sins. Without this night, we wouldn’t know what God gives so willingly to us. Without this night, we wouldn’t know the depth of His love.
Yes, shopping and decorating is fun. I like it! The spirit of Christmas is teeming everywhere. But don’t forget why it’s here, why as Christians, we celebrate such a day. It
was when God’s grace came down, just because He loves us.
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HOW TO EXPLAIN THE TRUE MEANING OF
CHRISTMAS TO YOUR CHILDREN
BY LINDA LUKMINTO

Christmas is becoming more and

is sitting down with you children and asking
them what Christmas means to them. You
can start with something like "Do you know
why we have Christmas ?" Then I allow them
to give an answer and praise them for their
response before starting the story. Then
you can explain to them that Christmas
was started long ago by Christians to
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, explain
to them that he was born to save all of us
from our sins. And that long time ago he
was born to the Virgin Mary in a manger.

more commercialized. No wonder many
kids (and even adults) only associate
Christmas with taking a holiday, receiving
gifts and Santa Claus. Keeping up with the
Jones' is becoming more expensive every
year. The intention of Christmas was not
to go into debt from buying presents.
Christmas is more than just that. And it is
important for us to teach our children the real
meaning of Christmas. So many times we get
so wrapped up in the decorating, shopping and
cooking that we forget to teach our little ones
Explain to them that Christmas is not
about the real meaning of Christmas" The true
spirit of Christmas is to know Jesus the source just a holiday that Santa leaves presents under
of love and peace who saves us the sinner. the tree. One of the hardest things to explain
to children in a truly Christian way is the real
Christmas is a time for giving. It is a time meaning and history behind Santa Claus.After
for sharing the love of friends and family, to your children
remember the Christmas' that have gone by, h av e a f i r m
and our loved ones who are no longer with us. grasp of the real
meaning behind
Here are few tips on how to explain to Christmas, you
a little child the meaning of Christmas: can then go on
to explain how
The first thing that you should do S a n t a C l a u s
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came into being. He is actually today's version
of old time St. Nicholas who lived back in
the third century and was known for his love
for children and for helping the poor. Out of
love for God, he is said to have left bags of
money and other necessities at the homes of
needy people during the night, so that they
would wake to a little bit of good fortune.
Today we know Santa Claus as a jolly old
man who takes toys out of his large bag and
leaves them at the homes of good boys and
girls on Christmas Eve night. Simply explain
to your children that just as St. Nick helped
children long ago by bringing them gifts of
food and clothing, today Santa Claus brings
little children gifts of toys to brighten their
day and spread the love of God. To further
explain Santa Claus in a Christian way, you
can also tell your children how much Santa
Claus loves Jesus. Explain that because of his
great love for Jesus, Santa wants to share
his love by giving gifts to others to make
them happy and help them celebrate the
birthday of Jesus. After all, this is the reason
we should be giving gifts at Christmas time.
We all want to celebrate the birthday of Jesus
Explain to your children the
reason why Christmas is celebrated every
year, and what the religious implications
are. If you are not sure, get a bible and
read the passages about Christmas.
Explain to your children
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that Christmas is a time to celebrate
family and friends and all the blessings
you have received throughout the year.
Explain to your children that
the practice of gift giving is not just to
receive a "cool" present. It is the art of
sharing and giving gifts from your heart.
Explain to your children that that
there are people who are underprivileged,
and cannot provide extravagant gifts for their
loved ones.The create gifts from their hearts
and their families love them even more for it.
Do some activities that remind them
of Jesus and true meaning of Christmas like
decorating the Tree together as a family; let
the children help with the Christmas meal;
you also can do Christmas Cards together
or let the children make their own; or you
can play Christmas games with your children.

Ada Yang

Memperhatikanmu
Seluruh penumpang di dalam bus merasa
simpati dan trenyuh ketika melihat seorang wanita muda tertatih-tatih menaiki
tangga bus.Tangannya meraba untuk mencari posisi sopir bus berada, dan membayar ongkos bus.Wanita muda itu lalu berjalan ke dalam bus mencari bangku kosong
dengan tangannya. Setelah yakin bangku
yang dirabanya kosong, diapun duduk
disana.Tasnya diletakkan diatas pangkuan,
dan tangan satunya memegang tongkat.
Satu tahun sudah, Maria, nama gadis muda
itu mengalami kebutaan akibat kecelakaan
yang dialaminya. Suatu kecelakaan yang
menghilangkan penglihatannya untuk
selama-lamanya. Dunia tiba-tiba menjadi
gelap dan segala harapan serta cita-citanya sirna. Dulunya, Maria adalah wanita
muda periang
yang penuh ambisi menaklukkan dunia, aktif
di berbagai perkumpulan, baik
di sekolah, di
rumah maupun
di lingkungannya. Tiba-tiba
saja semuanya
sirna. Kegela-

pan, frustasi dan
rendah diri menyelimuti jiwanya.
nya. Hilang sudah masa
asa depan yang
ng
ng
dicita-citakan. Merasa tak berguna dan tak ada seorangpun yang dapat
menolongnya. “Bagaimana ini bisa terjadi
padaku?” dia menangis. Hatinya protes,
diliputi kemarahan dan putus asa. Tapi
tak peduli sebanyak apapun dia protes,
sebanyak apapun dia berdoa dan memohon, penglihatannya tidak pernah kembali.
Diantara rasa frustasi, depresi dan putus
asa, dia masih beruntung, karena mempunyai suami yang begitu penyayang
dan setia, Edi. Edi adalah seorang security sebuah perusahaan. Dia mencintai
Maria dengan sepenuh hatinya. Ketika
mengetahui Maria kehilangan penglihatan, rasa cintanya tidak berkurang. Justru
perhatiannya makin bertambah. Ketika
Maria tenggelam dalam jurang keputusasaan, Edi lah yang menolong mengembalikan rasa percaya diri Maria. Edi tahu,
ini adalah perjuangan berat, diperlukan perhatian extra dan kesabaran luar
biasa. Karena buta, Maria terpaksa berhenti bekerja dari perusahaan lamanya.
Edi mendorong Maria untuk mempelajari huruf Braille. Dengan harapan akan
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berguna di suatu saat di masa depan. ria merasa dirinya kini telah benar-benar
dicampakkan. “Saya buta, saya tidak bisa
Tapi bagaimana Maria bisa belajar? Se- melihat!”, teriak Maria. “Bagaimana saya
dangkan untuk pergi kemana-mana selalu tahu kamu ada dimana? Kamu benar-bediantar oleh Edi? Dulu, sebelum Maria nar telah meninggalkan saya”. Edi merasa
menjadi buta, dia terbiasa naik bus ke sedih mendengar hal ini. Tapi dia sadar
tempat kerja dan kemana saja sendirian. dengan apa yang dilakukannya. Maria harTapi kini Maria sudah buta, bagaimana dia us mau menerimanya dan harus mandiri.
bisa naik bus sendirian? Berjalan kemana- Edi tidak melepas Maria begitu saja. Setmana sendirian? Pulang-pergi sendirian? iap pagi, dia mengantar Maria ke halte bus.
Siapa yang akan melindunginya saat dia Dan akhirnya, setelah dua minggu, Maria
sendirian? Begitulah pikiran yang berke- bisa berangkat sendiri ke halte, dengan
camuk dalam benak Maria yang putus asa. menggunakan tongkatnya. Edi menganjurkan agar Maria menggunakan indera
Tapi Edi membimbing Maria untuk sabar. pendengarannya, dimanapun dia berada.
Edi merelakan dirinya untuk mengantar Setelah dirasanya yakin bahwa Maria
Maria ke sekolah khusus-tempat belajar bisa pergi sendirim dengan tenang Edi
Braille. Dengan susah payah Maria me- pergi ke tempat dinas. Sementara Maria
langkah bersama tongkatnya, sementara masih merasa terpukul dengan perlakuan
Edi ada di sampingnya. Selesai mengan- suaminya yang dirasanya begitu kejam dentar Maria, barulah Edi pergi bekerja. Be- gan meninggalkannya sendiri seperti itu.
gitulah selama berhari-hari, bermingguminggu Edi mengantar-jemput Maria. Maria juga menyadari bahwa tidak mungLengkap dengan seragam security nya. kin selamanya Edi harus menemani kemanapun dia pergi. Dia cukup bersyuLama kelamaan, Edi sadar bahwa tidak kur bahwa selama ini suaminya begitu
mungkin dirinya mengantar-jemput Maria. setia dan sabar membimbingnya. “Ah,
Bagaimanapun juga Maria harus mandiri, tidak ada yang setia di dunia ini. Aku
tak mungkin selamanya mengandalkan harus bisa mandiri tanpa mengandalkan
dirinya, sebab dia juga punya pekerjaan suamiku” pikir Maria dalam hati. Maria
yang harus dilakukan. Dengan hati-hati bertekad, dia adalah wanita yang dulu,
dia mengutarakan maksudnya, supaya Ma- sebelum buta, tak pernah menyerah
ria tidak merasa tersinggung dan merasa pada tantangan dan wanita yang tidak
dibuang. Sebab Maria, bagaimanapun juga bisa diam saja. Kini dia harus menjadi
masih terpukul dengan musibah yang dia- Maria yang dulu, yang tegar, menyukai
laminya. Seperti yang diramalkan Edi, Ma- tantangan dan suka belajar dan bekerja
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Hari-hari pun berlalu. Dan sudah beberapa minggu Maria menjalani rutinitas belajar, dengan naik bus kota sendirian. Suatu
hari,ketika dia hendak turun dari bus,sopir
bus berkata:“Saya sungguh iri kepadamu.”

Maria tersentak, sejenak ia terdiam.
Tanpa sadar, air mata mengalir di pipinya. Walaupun dia tidak melihat orang
tersebut, dia tahu itu suaminya, dan
ia merasakan kehadiran Edi disana.

Maria tidak yakin kalau sopir itu berbicara Maria merasa beruntung, sangat berunkepadanya, “Anda bicara kepada saya?” tung. Edi telah memberinya sesuatu yang
lebih berharga daripada sekedar peng“Ya”, jawab sang sopir bus.“Saya benar-be- lihatan. Sebuah pemberian yang tidak
nar iri kepadamu. Kamu wanita yang san- perlu untuk dilihat, tapi hangat dirasakan,
gat beruntung” Maria kebingungan, heran kasih sayang yang membawa cahaya kedan tak habis berpikir, bagaimana bisa di tika dia berada dalam kegelapan. Cinta
dunia ini, seorang wanita yang buta, yang yang membawa keyakinan dan rasa perberjalan terseok-seok dengan tongkatnya, caya diri yang besar. Kini, kemanapun
bisa membuat orang lain merasa iri? Ah, dia pergi, Maria tahu, ia tidak sendiri.
mungkin sopir bus ini ingin menghibur saja. “Ada yang memperhatikanmu, Maria”
bisik Maria perlahan sambil tersenyum.
“Apa maksud anda?” Maria bertanya penuh heran kepada sopir bus itu. Pembaca terkasih, kita ibarat orang buta
yang diberi semangat untuk terus hidup
“Kamu tahu,” jawab sopir bus, “Aku per- dan bekerja. Kita tidak bisa melihat Tuhan,
hatikan selama beberapa minggu ini. Set- tapi DIA terus membimbing kita seperti
iap pagi, ada seorang dengan seragam se- Edi membimbing Maria. DIA memacu security selalu berdiri di sebarang jalan. Dia mangat kita, juga cemas dan kuatir dengan
memperhatikanmu dengan harap-harap langkah kita. Namun tersenyum bangga
cemas ketika kamu menuruni tangga bus. saat kita berhasil melewati ujian2 hidup ini.
Dan ketika kamu menyeberang jalan, dia
perhatikan langkahmu dan bibirnya terse- Karena itu, menghadapi ujian hidup
nyum puas dan lega begitu kamu telah me- dan rintangan seberat apapun. Percaylewati jalan itu. Dia tampak begitu bangga alah “Ada Yang Memperhatikanmu.”
kepadamu. Begitu kamu masuk gedung
sekolahmu, dia meniupkan ciuman kepadamu, memberimu salut dan pergi dari
CERITA DARI SUMBER ANONIM
situ. Kamu sungguh wanita beruntung, ada
yang memperhatikan dan melindungimu”
AG A PE — Christmas 2009
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Book Review: Michal
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She is mostly known as the woman who
watched her husband dance on the street
and despised him in her heart (2 Samuel
6:15). Yet the Bible has mentioned her
in numerous parts of First and Second
Samuel. From 1 Samuel, we know that
she was a woman who loved David,
married him, and then helped him
escape for his life. By 2 Samuel, she
had suffered the death of her father, two
brothers, five nephews and countless
other kinsmen in war. She endured long
years of separation from the husband of
her youth, was remarried, and then again
separated from her second husband.
She bore the scorn of a barren woman
and carried the reputation of shrew. Her
name was Michal, the daughter of King
Saul, princess of Israel, and the first wife
of King David.
In her debut novel, Michal, author Jill
Eileen Smith takes us through the familiar
story of David’s life. But this time, the
story is told from the perspective of
Michal, his first wife. It is a story of
history, love, and God, seamlessly woven
together. In her autobiography, Smith
states that her goal is to proclaim God’s
glory through stories and Michal is the
first of the Kind David’s Wives series.
Though the story of David’s life is
familiar to many of us, Michal takes
By Jocelyn Lee - Tindage

us on a completely different journey
through those events. Instead of fleeing
anxiously through the land, we witness
the heartbreak of a woman the night
she helped her husband escape through
a window. As David hides fearfully in
the caves, we read about the worries of a
woman waiting for her husband’s return.
In addition to rejoicing with David’s
coronation, we also experience with
Michal her long awaited reunion with
the husband of her youth. And rather
than celebrating with Israel’s victory, we
also taste the bitterness of a woman who
became merely one of many wives.
For me, this is a love story gone wrong.
It’s a love story that I hated to read – a
woman marries her love, is separated by
circumstances, forced to remarry, and
then returns to her beloved as only one
of many wives. This is not the usual love
story that I read. However, I have come
to realize, that the most important part of
this novel was never the romance between
Michal and David. The most significant
aspect of this novel is seeing, through
Michal’s eyes, the love, dedication, and
worship David held for his Lord. All
other love pale in comparison.

with her God. “She might never realize
the dreams of her youth, but she’d been
restored to peace with her husband and
most of all, peace with her God.”
Of course, it is unverifiable what happened
to the real Michal, except she was barren
all the days of her life. Michal is a good
novel and has helped me see King David
in a more relatable way. It has shown me
what it looks like to have a relationship
with God. However, it is important to
remember that this is, after all, a work
of fiction and not a supplement to the
Bible.
I would recommend this book to anyone
interested in history, romance, and the
life of King David. And it’s best to read
after a study of 1 and 2 Samuel so the
reader can clearly sort out the fictitious
parts from history.

In the end, Michal finally understands this.
Rather than harboring her bitterness, she
renews her life by seeking a relationship
AG A PE — Christmas 2009
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2. Melalui Roh, teguran Tuhan akan
memimpin kita menuju pertobatan
yang terus menerus.

FU
L
4. Melalui Roh yang dapat membuat
kita mematuhi Firman Tuhan
sewaktu ditengah-tengah masalah,
situasi yang buruk akan menuju
kepada hal yang baik.

a. Ibrani 12:11 "Memang tiap-tiap ganjaran
pada waktu ia diberikan tidak mendatangkan
a. Roma 8:13 "Sebab, jika kamu hidup menurut sukacita, tetapi dukacita. Tetapi kemudian
daging, kamu akan mati; tetapi jika oleh ia menghasilkan buah kebenaran yang
Roh kamu mematikan perbuatan-perbuatan memberikan damai kepada mereka yang
dilatih olehnya."
tubuhmu, kamu akan hidup."
b. Roma 8:12-14 "Jadi, saudara-saudara, kita b. Roma 8:28 "Kita tahu sekarang, bahwa
adalah orang yang berhutang, tetapi bukan Allah turut bekerja dalam segala sesuatu untuk
kepada daging, supaya hidup menurut daging. mendatangkan kebaikan bagi mereka yang
Sebab, jika kamu hidup menurut daging, kamu mengasihi Dia, yaitu bagi mereka yang terpanggil
akan mati; tetapi jika oleh Roh kamu mematikan sesuai dengan rencana Allah."
perbuatan-perbuatan tubuhmu, kamu akan
hidup. Semua orang, yang dipimpin Roh Allah, 5. Jangan membandingkan hidup
kita dengan hidup orang yang bukan
adalah anak Allah."
Kristen yang lebih makmur karena
3. Melalui Roh, teguran Tuhan akan mereka tidak tahu bagaimana dan
membentuk kita menjadi kudus kapan Tuhan akan mengakhiri hidup
mereka.
seperti Tuhan yang kudus.

Kita dibeli dengan harga, darah Tuhan
Yesus Kristus. Hanya melalui anugrah kita
diselamatkan dan dibenarkan menjadi anak
Tuhan. Hidup kita bukan milik kita lagi
melainkan Dia. Biar Dia berbuat sesuai dengan
kehendak-Nya. Tapi masih dalam pengaturan
Dia kita didisiplin. Bukan karena kuasa dan
juga bukan karena kekuatan tetapi karena Roh
Tuhan kita dapat memikul beratnya disiplin
Dia. Jadi apa lagi yang kita bisa minta? Karena
anugrah Tuhan cukup bagi kita (2 Korintus
12:9a). AMIN.

FA
I

Tuhan, perhatikan ayat 18-20 "Sesungguhnya
di tempat-tempat licin Kau taruh mereka,
Kau jatuhkan mereka sehingga hancur. Betapa
binasa mereka dalam sekejap mata, lenyap,
habis oleh karena kedahsyatan! Seperti mimpi
pada waktu terbangun, ya Tuhan, pada waktu
terjaga, rupa mereka Kau pandang hina."

UN

kamu dari bangsa-bangsa lain, supaya kamu
menjadi milik-Ku."
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berdosa. Kita perlu mengakui bahwa hanya
melalui anugrah kita dijadikan anak Tuhan
(reputasi yang sama) yang akan dihajar dan
didisiplin. Bagaimana? Cara Tuhan menegur
tiap-tiap orang berbeda sesuai dengan
anaknya.
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Roh Kudus diberikan kepada semua orang
percaya untuk membuat mereka kudus.Tidak
ada seseorang pun yang telah mendapatkan
keselamatan dapat berkata kalau mereka
masih senang dengan perbuatan dosa. Buah
keselamatan di dalam diri seseorang adalah
pertumbuhan kekudusan di dalam hidup
mereka.
Ada beberapa hal yang perlu diingat ketika kita
membicarakan tentang pengkudusan:
1. Pekerjaan Tuhan – Tidak ada seorang
pun yang dapat mengkuduskan dirinya sendiri
karena kekudusan adalah pekerjaan Roh
Kudus.
2. Tuhan membuat kita mampu
untuk mematikan dosa – Orang percaya
akan melemahkan dan mematikan sifat dosa
mereka melalui kekuatan Roh.
3.Tuhan membuat kita mampu hidup
untuk Tuhan – Orang percaya yang
berperang melawan dosa melalui kekuatan
Roh akan dibuat mampu hidup untuk Tuhan.
Nomor 2 dan 3 tidak dapat dipisahkan.
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Setiap orang yang adalah milik Tuhan akan
mencintai FirmanNya dan akan disucikan
dan dikuduskan melaluiNya. Jadi ketika orang
percaya membaca Alkitab, mereka akan
ditegur dan dikoreksi sehingga sifat lama
mereka akan dilemahkan dan sifat baru akan
tumbuh di dalam kekudusan. Buah kekudusan
bukan sesuatu yang langsung terjadi melainkan
bertumbuh dengan waktu. Orang percaya
mungkin akan sering jatuh ke dalam dosa,
tetapi melalui kekuatan Tuhan mereka akan
bangkit lebih kuat. Mereka juga akan semakin
membenci dosa dan semakin mencintai Tuhan.
Kita diselamatkan bukan karena kita kudus,
tetapi kita diselamatkan untuk dibuat kudus.
Setiap orang yang telah diselamatkan akan
merasa bersyukur dan mengejar kekudusan.
Mengikuti dan mematuhi Tuhan adalah satusatunya cara kita berterima kasih kepada Tuhan.
Kita juga dapat memberitakan kebesaran
Tuhan kepada sesama kita. Pertama kita dapat
memberitahu kalau Tuhan memanggil orang
keluar dari dosa melalui Yesus Kristus yang
telah mati di kayu salib lalu bangkit kembali.
Yang kedua, pekerjaan Tuhan selanjutnya dalah
mengubah hati orang berdosa untuk mengikuti
Tuhan melalui penginjilan dan kehidupan kita
sebagai orang percaya.

Sambungan dari "Arti Pelayanan Saya"
mengenal engkau, dan sebelum engkau
keluar dari kandugan, Aku telah menguduskan engkau, Aku telah menetapkan
engkau menjadi nabi bagi bangsa-bangsa.”
(Yeremia 1:4-5) Dan di dalam cerita ini Tuhan juga berkata “Janganlah katakan: Aku
ini masih muda, tetapi kepada siapap un
engkau Kuutus, haruslah engkau pergi, dan
apapun yang Kuperintahkan kepadamu,
haruslah kausampaikan.” (Yeremia 1:7)
Melalui cerita ini, saya mulai mengerti kalau pelayanan bukanlah suatu beban buat
kita melainkan berkat yang Tuhan berikan.
Walaupun banyak orang di dunia ini dan
banyak orang dari mereka mempunyai kemampuan lebih daripada saya, Tuhan mau
menggunakan saya untuk melayani sesama di dalam nama Tuhan. Saya mungkin
tidak mendapat panggilan untuk menjadi
pendeta yang mengunakan waktu hidupnya untuk pelayanan tapi bukan cuma
pendeta yang harus melayani. Kita juga
bisa melayani dan memberitakan Tuhan
kepada keluarga, teman, dan tetangga kita.
Saya juga mulai mengerti kenapa iman
disebut iman. Kita sebagai orang Kristen
diberikan iman oleh-Nya dan melalui iman
kita bisa percaya kalau Tuhan mempunyai
panggilan dan alasan. Dan kita harus patuh
dan mengikuti keduanya. Tidak mengapa
kalau orang lain mempunyai telenta lebih daripada kita karena Tuhan yang memanggil kita untuk melakukan pelayanan

di dalam nama-Nya dan Dia mempunyai
tujuan melalui itu. Akan ada pengalaman
buruk dengan sesama yang bisa menghambat pelayanan tetapi semua manusia
masih berdosa termasuk diri kita sendiri.
Kita tidak boleh merasa malu atau putus asa karena kita melakukan pelayanan untuk kemuliaan Tuhan, bukan kita.
Hendry
Image Credit: Amy Burton

Apakan anda sedang mencari
palayanan yang cocok?

koor gereja
pemimpin
persekutuan doa

sunday school
guru & helper
agape
agape_gii@yahoo.com
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PERSONALITY QUIZ

8

9

Taken from Personalityy Plus by Florence Littauer

Mark on the box next to the word (refer to its definition) that most apply to you.If you are not sure which
word“most applies,” ask a friend,and think of what your answer would have been when you were a child.

10

STRENGTHS
1

2

3

4

5

6

7
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Adventurous
Adaptable
Animated
Analytical
Persistent
Playful
Persuasive
Peaceful
Submissive
Self-sacrificing
Sociable
Strong-willed
Considerate
Controlled
Competitive
Convincing
Refreshing
Respectful
Reserved
Resourceful
Satisfied
Sensitive
Self-reliant
Spirited

One who will take on new and daring enterprises with a determination to master them.
Easily fits and is comfortable in any situation.
Full of life, lively use of hand, arm, and face gestures.
Likes to examine the parts for their logical and proper relationships.
Sees one project through to its completion before starting another.
Full of fun and good humor.
Convinces through logic and fact rather than charm or power.
Seems undisturbed and tranquil and retreats from any form of strife.
Easily accepts any other’s point of view or desire with little need to assert his own opinion.
Willingly gives up his own personal being for the sake of, or to meet the needs of others.
One who sees being with others as an opportunity to be cute and entertaining rather
than as a challenge or business opportunity.
One who is determined to have his own way.
Having regard for the needs and feelings of others.
Has emotional feelings but rarely displays them.
Turns every situation, happening, or game into a contest and always plays to win.
Can win you over to anything through the sheer charm of his personality.
Renew and stimulates or makes others feel good.
Treats others with deference, honor, and esteem.
Self-restraint in expression of emotion or enthusiasm.
Able to act quickly and effectively in virtually all situations.
A person who easily accepts any circumstance or situation.
Intensively cares about others and what happens.
An independent person who can fully rely on his own capabilities, judgment, and resources.
Full of life and excitement.
Prefers to work out a detailed arrangement beforehand for the accomplishment of project or goal,prefers
involvement with the planning stages and the finished product rather than the carrying out of the task.
Unmoved by delay, remains calm and tolerant.
Knows it will turn out right if he’s in charge.
Urges or compels others to go along, join, or invest through the charm of his own personality.

Planner
Patient
Positive
Promoter
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12

13

14

15

16

17

Sure
Spontaneous
Scheduled
Shy
Orderly
Obliging
Outspoken
Optimistic
Friendly
Faithful
Funny
Forceful
Daring
Delightful
Diplomatic
Detailed
Cheerful
Consistent
Cultured
Confident
Idealistic
Independent
Inoffensive
Inspiring
Demonstrative
Decisive
Dry Humor
Deep
Mediator
Musical
Mover
Mixes easily
Thoughtful
Tenacious
Talker
Tolerant
Listener
Loyal
Leader
Lively

Confident, rarely hesitates or wavers.
Prefers all of life to be impulsive, unpremeditated activity, not restricted by plans.
Makes, and live, according to a daily plan, dislikes his plan to be interrupted.
Quiet, doesn’t easily instigate a conversation.
A person who has a methodical, systematic arrangement of things.
Accommodating. One who is quick to do it another’s way.
Speaks frankly and without reserve.
Sunny disposition who convinces himself and others that everything will turn out all right.
A responder rather than an initiator, seldom starts a conversation.
Consistently reliable, steadfast, loyal, and devoted sometimes beyond reason.
Sparkling sense of humor that can make virtually any story into an hilarious event.
A commanding personality whom others would hesitate to take a stand against.
Willing to take a risk; fearless, bold.
A person who is upbeat and fun to be with.
Deals with people tactfully, sensitively, and patiently.
Does everything in proper order with a clear memory of all the things that happen.
Consistently in good spirits and promoting happiness in others.
Stays emotionally on an even keel, responding as one might expect.
One whose interests involve both intellectual and artistic pursuits, such as theatre, symphony, ballet.
Self-assured and certain of own ability and success.
Visualizes things in their perfect form and has a need to measure up to that standard himself.
Self-sufficient, self-supporting, self-confident, and seems to have little need of help.
A person who never says or causes anything unpleasant or objectionable.
Encourages other to work, join, or be involved, and makes the whole thing fun.
Openly expresses emotion, especially affection, and doesn’t hesitate to touch others
while speaking to them.
A person with quick, conclusive, judgment-making ability.
Exhibits ‘dry wit’, usually one-liners which can be sarcastic in nature.
Intense and often introspective with a distaste for surface conversation and pursuits.
Consistently finds him- or himself in the role of reconciling differences in order to avoid conflict.
Participates in or has a deep appreciation for music, is committed to music as an art
form, rather than the fun of performance.
Driven by a need to be productive, is a leader whom others follow, finds it difficult to sit still.
Loves a party and can’t wait to meet everyone in the room, never meets a stranger.
A considerate person who remembers special occasions and is quick to make a kind gesture.
Holds on firmly, stubbornly, and won’t let go until the goal is accomplished.
Constantly talking, generally telling funny stories and entertaining everyone around,
feeling the need to fill the silence in order to make others comfortable.
Easily accepts the thoughts and ways of others without the need to disagree with or change them.
Always seems willing to hear what you have to say.
Faithful to a person, ideal, or job, sometimes beyond reason.
A natural born director, who is driven to be in charge, and often finds it difficult to
believe that anyone else can do the job as well.
Fully of life, vigorous, energetic.
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18

19

20

Contented
Chief
Chartmaker
Cute
Perfectionist
Pleasant
Productive
Popular
Bouncy
Bold
Behaved
Balanced

Easily satisfied with what he has, rarely envious.
Commands leadership and expects people to follow.
Organizes life, tasks, and problem solving by making lists, forms, or graphs.
Precious, adorable, centre of attention.
Places high standards on himself, and often on others, desiring that everything be in proper
order at all times.
Easygoing, easy to be around, easy to talk with.
Must constantly be working or achieving, often finds it very difficult to rest.
Life of the party and therefore much desired as a party guest.
A bubbly, lively personality, full of energy.
Fearless, daring, forward, unafraid of risk.
Consistently desires to conduct himself within the realm of what he feels is proper.
Stable, middle-of-the-road personality, not subject to sharp highs or lows.

27

28

29

22

23

24

Blank
Bashful
Brassy
Bossy
Undisciplined
Unsympathetic
Unenthusiastic
Unforgiving
Reticent
Resentful
Resistant
Repetitious
Fussy
Fearful
Forgetful
Frank

25

Impatient
Insecure
Indecisive

26
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Interrupts
Unpopular
Uninvolved

Angered easily
Aimless
Argumentative
Alienated

WEAKNESSES
21

Unaffectionate
Headstrong
Haphazard
Hard to please
Hesitant
Plain
Pessimistic
Proud
Permissive

A person who shows little facial expression or emotion.
Shrinks from getting attention, resulting from self-consciousness.
Showy, flashy, comes on strong, too loud.
Commanding, domineering, sometimes overbearing in adult relationships.
A person whose lack of order permeates most every area of his life.
Finds it difficult to relate to the problems or hurts of others.
Tends not to get excited, often feeling it wouldn’t work anyway.
One who has difficulty forgiving or forgetting a hurt or injustice done to him, apt to
hold onto a grudge.
Unwilling or struggles against getting involved, especially when complex.
Often holds ill feelings as a result of real or imagined offenses.
Strives, work against, or hesitates to accept any other way but his own.
Retells stories and incidents to entertain you without realizing he has already told the
story several times before, is constantly needing something to say.
Insistent over petty matters or detail, calling for great attention to trivial details.
Often experiences feelings of deep concern, apprehension, or anxiousness.
Lack of memory which is usually tied to a lack of discipline and not bothering to
mentally record things that aren’t fun.
Straightforward, outspoken, and doesn’t mind telling you exactly what he thinks.
A person who finds it difficult to endure irritation or wait for others.
One who is apprehensive or lack of confidence.
The person who finds it difficult to make any decision at all (Not the personality that
labors long over each decision in order to make the perfect one).
A person who is more of a talker than a listener, who starts speaking without even
realizing someone else is already speaking.
A person whose intensity and demand for perfection can push others away.
Has no desire to listen or become interested in clubs, groups, activities, or other people’s lives.
May be ecstatic one moment and down the next or willing to help but then
disappears, or promises to come but forgets to show up.

Unpredictable
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30

31

Naïve
Negative
attitude
Nervy
Nonchalant
Worrier
Withdrawn
Workaholic

32

33

34

35

36

Wants credit
Too sensitive
Tactless
Timid
Talkative
Doubtful
Disorganized
Domineering
Depressed
Inconsistent
Introvert
Intolerant
Indifferent
Messy
Moody
Mumbles
Manipulative
Slow

Finds it difficult to verbally or physically demonstrate tenderness openly.
Insists on having his own way.
Has no consistent way of doing this.
A person whose standards are set so high that it is difficult to ever satisfy them.
Slow to get moving and hard to get involved.
A middle-of-the-road personality without highs or lows and showing little, if any, emotion.
While hoping for the best, this person generally sees the downside of a situation first.
One with great self-esteem who sees himself as always right and the best person for the job.
Allows others (including children) to do as they please in order to keep from being disliked.
One who has a childlike flash-in-the-pan temper that expresses itself in tantrum style
and is over and forgotten almost instantly.
Not a goal-setter with little desire to be one.
Incites arguments generally because he is right no matter what the situation may be.
Easily feels estranged from others, often because of insecurity or fear that others
don’t really enjoy his company.
Simple and childlike perspective, lacking sophistication or comprehension of what the
deeper levels of life are really about.
One whose attitude is seldom positive and is often able to see only the down or dark
side of each situation.
Full of confidence, fortitude, and sheer guts, often in a negative sense.
Easygoing, unconcerned, indifferent.
Consistently feels uncertain troubled, or anxious.
A person who pulls back to himself and needs a great deal of alone or isolation time.
An aggressive goal-setter who must be constantly productive and feels very gulty when resting, is
not driven by a need for perfection or completion but by a need for accomplishment and reward.
Thrives on the credit or approval of others. As an entertainer this person feeds on
the applause, laughter, and/or acceptance of an audience.
Overly introspective and easily offended when misunderstood.
Sometimes expresses himself in a somewhat offensive and inconsiderate way.
Shrinks from difficult situations.
An entertaining, compulsive talker who finds it difficult to listen.
Characterized by uncertainty and lack of confidence that it will ever work out.
Lack of ability to ever get life in order.
Compulsively takes control of situations and/or people, usually telling others what to do.
A person who feels down much of the time.
Erratic, contradictory, with actions and emotions not based on logic.
A person whose thoughts and interests are directed inward, lives within himself.
Appears unable to withstand or accept another’s attitudes, point of view, or way of doing things.
A person to whom most things don’t matter one way or the other.
Living in state of disorder, unable to find things.
Doesn’t get very high emotionally, but easily slips into low lows, often when feeling unappreciated.
Will talk quietly under the breath when pushed, doesn’t bother to speak clearly.
Influences or manages shrewdly or deviously for his own advantage, will get his way somehow.
Doesn’t often act or think quickly, too much of a bother.
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Stubborn
Show-off
Skeptical
Loner
Lord over
Lazy
Loud
Sluggish
Suspicious
Shorttempered
Scatterbrained

37

38

39

Revengeful
Restless
Reluctant
Rash
Compromising

40

Critical
Crafty
Changeable

Determined to exert his or her own will, not easily persuaded, obstinate.
Needs to be the centre of attention, wants to be watched.
Disbelieving, questioning the motive behind the words.
Requires a lot of private time and tends to avoid other people.
Doesn’t hesitate to let you know that he is right or is in control.
Evaluates work or activity in terms of how much energy it will take.
A person whose laugh or voice can be heard above others in the room.
Slow to get started, needs push to be motivated.
Tends to suspect or distrust others or ideas.
Has a demanding impatience-based anger and a short fuse.Anger is expressed when others
are not moving fast enough or have not completed what they have been asked to do.
Lacks of the power of concentration or attention, flighty.
Knowingly or otherwise holds a grudge and punishes the offender, often by subtly
withholding friendship or affection.
Likes constant new activity because it isn’t fun to do the same things all the time.
Unwilling or struggles against getting involved.
May act hastily, without thinking things through, generally because of impatience.
Will often relax his position, even when right, in order to avoid conflict.
Constantly evaluating and making judgments, frequently thinking or expressing
negative reactions.
Shrewd, one who can always find a way to get to the desired end.
A childlike, short attention span that needs a lot of change and variety to keep from getting bored.

PERSONALITY SCORING SHEET
STRENGTHS
Sanguine
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
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Animated
Playful
Sociable
Convincing
Refreshing
Spirited
Promoter
Spontaneous
Optimistic
Funny
Delightful
Cheerful
Inspiring
Demonstrative
Mixes-easily
Talker
Lively
Cute
Popular
Bouncy
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Choleric

Melancholic

Phlegmatic

Adventurous
Persuasive
Strong-willed
Competitive
Resourceful
Self-reliant
Positive
Sure
Outspoken
Forceful
Daring
Confident
Independent
Decisive
Mover
Tenacious
Leader
Chief
Productive
Bold

Analytical
Persistent
Self-Sacrificing
Considerate
Respectful
Sensitive
Planner
Scheduled
Orderly
Faithful
Detailed
Cultured
Idealistic
Deep
Musical
Thoughtful
Loyal
Chartmaker
Perfectionist
Behaved

Adaptable
Peaceful
Submissive
Controlled
Reserved
Satisfied
Patient
Shy
Obliging
Friendly
Diplomatic
Consistent
Inoffensive
Dry humor
Mediator
Tolerant
Listener
Contented
Pleasant
Balanced

WEAKNESSES
21
Brassy
22
Undisciplined
23
Repetitious
24
Forgetful
25
Interrupts
26
Unpredictable
27
Haphazard
28
Permissive
29
Angered-easily
30
Naïve
31
Wants-credit
32
Talkative
33
Disorganized
34
Inconsistent
35
Messy
36
Show-off
37
Loud
38
Scatter-brained
39
Restless
40
Changeable

Bossy
Unsympathetic
Resistant
Frank
Impatient
Unaffectionate
Headstrong
Proud
Argumentative
Nervy
Workaholic
Tactless
Domineering
Intolerant
Manipulative
Stubborn
Lord over others
Short-tempered
Rash
Crafty

Bashful
Unforgiving
Resentful
Fussy
Insecure
Unpopular
Hard to please
Pessimistic
Alienated
Negative attitude
Withdrawn
Too sensitive
Depressed
Introvert
Moody
Skeptical
Loner
Suspicious
Revengeful
Critical

Blank
Unenthusiasic
Reticent
Fearful
Indecisive
Uninvolved
Hesitant
Plain
Aimless
Nonchalant
Worrier
Timid
Doubtful
Indifferent
Mumbles
Slow
Lazy
Sluggish
Reluctant
Compromising

TOTALS
Now that you know what personality or combination you are. Following are the
strengths of each summarized. Now that you know your particular assets-make them
work for you. And to find out more details about each personality type including how to
compensate for the weaknesses, you can always get the book. It's available commercially.
PERSONALITY DEFINITION
Popular Sanguine Personality
The Extrovert - The Talker - The Optimist
Popular Sanguine’s Emotions
Appealing Personality
Talkative, storyteller
Life of the party
Good sense of humor
Memory for color
Physically holds on to listener
Emotional and demonstrative
Enthusiastic and expressive

Popular Sanguine at Work
Volunteers for jobs
Thinks up new activities
Looks great on the surface
Creative and colorful
Has energy and enthusiasm
Starts in a flashy way
Inspires others to join
Charms others to work
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Cheerful and bubbling over
Curious
Good on stage
Wide-eyed and innocent
Lives in the present
Changeable disposition
Sincere at heart
Always a child
Popular Sanguine as a Parent
Makes home fun
Is liked by children’s friends
Turns disaster into humor
Is the circus master

Popular Sanguine as a Friend
Makes friends easily
Loves people
Thrives on compliments
Seems exciting
Envied by others
Doesn’t hold grudges
Apologizes quickly
Prevents dull moments
Likes spontaneous activities

Perfect Melancholy Personality
The Introvert - The Thinker - The Pessimist
Perfect Melancholy’s Emotions
Deep and thoughtful
Analytical
Serious and purposeful
Genius prone
Talented and creative
Artistic or musical
Philosophical and poetic
Appreciative of beauty
Sensitive to others
Self-sacrificing
Conscientious
Idealistic
Perfect Melancholy as a Parent
Sets high standards
Wants everything done rigt
Keeps home in good order
Picks up after children
Sacrifices own will for others
Encourages scholarship and talent
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Perfect Melancholy at Work
Schedule oriented
Perfectionist, high standards
Detail conscious
Persistent and thorough
Orderly and organized
Neat and tidy
Economical
Sees the problems
Finds creative solutions
Needs to finish what is started
Like charts, prapghs, figures, lists
Perfect Melancholy as a Friend
Makes friends cautiously
Content to stay in background
Avoids causing attention
Faithful and devoted
Will listen to complaints
Can solve others’ problems
Deep concern for other people
Moved to tears with compassion
Seeks ideal mate

Powerful Choleric Personality
The Extrovert - The Doer - The Optimist
Powerful Choleric’s Emotions
Born leader
Dynamic and active
Compulsive need for change
Must correct wrongs
Strong willed and decisive
Unemotional
Not easily discouraged
Independent and self-sufficient
Exudes confidence
Can run anything

Powerful Choleric at Work
Goal oriented
Sees the whole picture
Organizes well
Seeks practical solutions
Moves quickly to action
Delegates work
Insists on production
Makes the goal
Stimulates activity
Thrives on opposition

Powerful Choleric as a Parent
Exerts sound leadership
Establishes goals
Motivates family to action
Knows the right answer
Organizes household

Powerful Choleric as a Friend
Has little need for friends
Will work for group activity
Will lead and organize
Is usually right
Excels in emergencies
Peaceful Phlegmatic Personality
The Introvert - The Watcher - The Pessimist

Peaceful Phlegmatic’s Emotions
Peaceful Phlegmatic at Work
Low-key personality
Competent and steady
Easygoing and relaxed
Peaceful and agreeable
Calm, cool, and collected
Has administrative ability
Patient, well balanced
Mediates problems
Consistent life
Avoids conflicts
Quiet but witty
Good under pressure
Sympathetic and kind
Finds the easy way
Keeps emotions hidden
Happily reconciled to life Peaceful Phlegmatic as a Friend
All-purpose person
Easy to get along with
Pleasant and enjoyable
Peaceful Phlegmatic as a Parent
Inoffensive
Makes a good parent
Good listener
Takes time for the children
Dry sense of humor
Is not in a hurry
Enjoys watching people
Can take the good with the bad
Has many friends
Doesn’t get upset easily
Has compassion and concern
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