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AGAPE
Easter 2010

Happy Easter dear readers! Easter reminds us of the crucifixion and the resurrection of Jesus Christ, our redeemer.
Without His crucifixion, we would still bear the burden of
sins, which costs us death. Without His resurrection, our
faith would be in vain. Jesus Christ came 2000 years ago
as a baby. When He was about 30 years old, He started
His ministry and used His 3 years of ministry effectively.
This ministry continues until now and is recorded in the
Bible. His ministry about the salvation is what we called
the Gospel.
We are now entering an era where immorality is publicized openly and recently becoming more acceptable, such
in the case with homosexuality. “First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing
and following their own evil desires. They will say, 'Where
is this coming he promised? Ever since our fathers died,
everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.'" (2 Peter 3:3-4, NIV) We are also seeing environmental disasters are erupting everywhere. "There will be
signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will
be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of
the sea. Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what
is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be
shaken.” (Luke 21:25-26, NIV) These are the signs of the
second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. As Christians, we
are called to share the Gospel of salvation. That’s why our
church theme this year is so important. (Church Theme:
SEEKING THE LOST). In accordance to the theme, we
would like to start off this edition by defining the Word of
God Itself, as way to equip ourselves for evangelism.
All of our articles in this edition are related to the Word
of God and the Gospel.This includes an article about what
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we should know about our foundation, the Bible as God's
Word. This will better equip us to testify and answer skeptical
questions about the Bible. We also include the progression of
God's revelation from spoken words to written words compiled into the Bible. This article will allow us to get a better understanding why God does not speak to us directly or
through our dreams but through the Bible. There is also an
article about how to teach our children about the Bible.There
is also a Bible-quiz result taken by some of the children in our
church. We also included some Bible facts that are always fun
to read.

5TH ST.

As usual we of AGAPE would like to do all we can to equip you
and publish writings that will encourage, educate, and equip us
for Godly-living. We encourage involvement of the congregation through comments and contributions. For questions or
comments, feel free to contact us at agape_gii@yahoo.com
Hope you enjoy this AGAPE edition and may it become a
blessing to you.

Agape Team

Happy
Easter
2010
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hristian faith entirely rests on a single
foundation: the Bible as God’s word. If
this foundation turns out to be false, then
Christianity is a lie. Some think that it is too shaky
to base your faith on a single book. And naturally,
people ask, “How do you know that the Bible is
God’s word?
The answer is simple; the Bible claims itself to be
God’s word. 2 Timothy 3:16 says, “All Scripture is
God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness.” The Bible
AGAPE — Easter 2010
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says that God inspired the writing of the It is the only standard for our faith and
books in the Bible. Since God inspired conduct.
the writings, the Bible is God’s word.
Modern people have been launching
People might think that this is a weak attacks on the Bible’s status as God’s
or circular reasoning. They expect us word. Beginning from 1800s, some
– Christians – to draw evidence from thinkers believed that the Bible is just a
science, archaeology, and other fields to random collection of myths and tales. It is
prove that the Bible is God’s word. Why getting worse in 1900s and 2000s where
wouldn’t we do so? If the Bible relies on many believe that the Gospel writers do
external resources for its status as God’s not report about Jesus; they just fabricate
word, then the Bible is not the ultimate the stories about Jesus. For example, the
authority as Christians believe it to be. resurrection doesn’t really happen; it’s
If science and archaeology are necessary just the story of the empty tomb that
to prove the Bible’s claim, then we should the Gospel writers use to support their
trust science and archaeology instead of belief.
the Bible.
The evidence of the Bible as God’s word
is found within the Bible itself. The Bible
does not need any external evidence to
support its claim. The Bible’s claim about
itself is sufficient. All kinds of science
and archaeology stand under the Bible’s
authority. The Bible judges the science
and all other fields, not the other way
around.
The Bible as God’s word means that it
is the supreme authority for Christian
belief and life. Any teaching must be
tested against the Bible’s teaching. Any
ethics must be tested against God’s
commands in the Bible. It is the highest
authority that judges everything under it.
6
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We will not fall into their nest where they
demand that all claims about the Bible
should be tested with all kinds of scientific
experiment and archaeological findings. If
we do so, we already concede that manmade science is more authoritative than
the Bible. If that is the case, how can we
proceed to defend the fact that the Bible
stands above everything?

The evidence in the Bible about
itself is enormous.
1.The Bible is written by more than forty
authors, and they do not contradict each
other.
2.These forty authors
do not know each other,
but they write about
the same person: Jesus
Christ, the Savior.
3.The time span between
Genesis and Revelation
is about 1500 years. It
is quite amazing to see
their harmony and consistency.
4.Jesus himself says that
Moses writes the Law
(Mark 10:5)
5.Peter confirms that Paul’s writings are
equal with the Old Testament scriptures
(2 Peter 3:16 )
Many other evidences can be found in
numerous pages of the Bible, but those
five points above are more than enough
to show how the Bible does not need
any support or testimony from outside
sources to claim Itself.We can see God’s
fingerprints throughout the Bible and

throughout history. The Bible can stand
the attacks in the last two thousand
years because it is God’s word.
If this internal evidence is not enough
to convince people,
nothing
will
be
enough. Never forget
that it is the gracious
work of the Holy
Spirit to open our
heart and mind to
see and believe the
Bible as God’s word.
Without the work
of the Spirit, nobody
can believe this.
We can believe that
the Bible is God’s
word not because
we are smarter than
others, or because
we can prove it
scientifically in the lab. We can believe
because the Holy Spirit enables us to
believe. He removes the sins and the
obstacles so that we can see the truth.
2 Peter 1:21 says, “For prophecy never
had its origin in the will of man, but men
spoke from God as they were carried
along by the Holy Spirit.” The Holy Spirit
inspires all the writers of the Bible, and
He illumines the mind of the believers
to understand it.
AGAPE — Easter 2010
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Those who believe in Christ will believe
that the Bible is God’s word. We do not
need any human testimony to prove that
the Bible is God’s Word. God’s testimony
is stronger than anybody’s testimony.We
can see and hear Jesus’ word throughout
the Bible. Jesus says, “My sheep listen to
my voice; I know them, and they follow
m
e. (John
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Alkitab
Adalah Firman

Tuhan

K
Jawabannya sangatlah mudah dan terdapat di dalam 2 Timotius 3:16 yang berkata,
“Segala tulisan yang diilhamkan Allah memang bermanfaat untuk mengajar, untuk
menyatakan kesalahan, untuk memperbaiki kelakuan dan untuk mendidik orang
dalam kebenaran.” Tuhan mengilhamkan tulisan di buku-buku di Alkitab. Sejak ilham
Alkitab berasal dari Tuhan, maka Alkitab adalah Firman Tuhan.
Bukti bahwa Alkitab adalah Firman Tuhan didapatkan di dalam buku itu sendiri.
Alkitab tidak memerlukan bukti-bukti dari sumber diluar Alkitab seperti sains dan
ilmu arkeologi. Malahan sebaliknya Alkitab yang seharusnya menghakimi dan menjadi
paduan untuk hal-hal diluar seperti ilmu-ilmu pengetahuan.
Orang-orang modern kini banyak menunjukan serangan-serangan terhadap Alkitab.
Dimulai dari tahun 1800, banyak yang percaya bahwa Alkitab hanyalah terdiri dari
kolesi cerita-cerita mythos dan dongeng. Pemikiran seperti ini semakin parah di
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tahun 1900 dan 2000 dimana banyak yang
menganggap cerita Tuhan Yesus di Alkitab
hanyalah cerita karangan belaka. Misalnya
mereka percaya bahwa kebangkitan
Tuhan Yesus tidak nyata dan itu hanyalah
cerita kuburan yang kosong.

selama dua ribu tahun ini karena Alkitab dan bumi akan berlalu, tetapi perkataan-Ku
adalah Firman Tuhan yang nyata.
tidak akan berlalu.” (Matius 24:35) Lebih
dari itu, Alkitab sebagai Firman Tuhan
Kalau ini tidak cukup untuk membuat adalah sumber penghiburan. Di waktu
orang percaya, lalu tidak akan pernah ada kita ragu, kita bisa mendapatkan janjiyang cukup. Kita mengingat bahwa itulah janji Tuhan. Di waktu kita merasa dunia
pekerjaan Roh Kudus yang membuka membujuk untuk percaya kepada dewamata hati dan pikiran kita untuk melihat dewa lainnya, kita bisa selalu kembali
dan percaya bahwa Alkitab adalah Firman kepada Alkitab untuk mendapatkan Tuhan
Tuhan. Kita bisa percaya kepada Firman yang sebenarnya.
bukan karena kita lebih pintar dari orang
lain atau kita bisa membutikannya dengan
sains di laboratorium. Sekali lagi kita
bisa percaya karena Roh Kudus bekerja
di dalam hati kita. Dia menghapuskan
dosa dan rintangan supaya kita bisa
melihat Kebenaran itu. 2 Petrus 1:21
berkata, “sebab tidak pernah nubuat
dihasilkan oleh kehendak manusia, tetapi
oleh dorongan Roh Kudus orang-orang
berbicara atas nama Allah.”

Sebagai
umat
Kristen
apakah yang harus kita
lakukan untuk menghadapi
serangan-serangan seperti
itu? Sebaiknya janganlah kita
terjatuh ke dalam perangkap
mereka yang menuntut kita
untuk mengetes Alkitab
dengan segala macam testes sains dan penemuan
arkeologi. Karena jikalau
kita memakai ilmu sains
sebagai paduan kita untuk
membuktikan Alkitab, maka
kita telah mengakui sains
(sains yang menurut hukum
orang tidak percaya) adalah
lebih tinggi dari pada Alkitab.
Jadi yang harus kita lakukan adalah
sebaliknya yaitu berpegang teguh kepada
klaim di dalam Alkitab itu sendiri yang
sudah cukup banyak:

10
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Banyak bukti-bukti lainnya yang terdapat
di Alkitab, tetapi kelima hal ini sudah
mencukupi klaim Alkitab. Kita bisa
melihat jejak pekerjaan Tuhan diseluruh
Alkitab di sepanjang sejarah. Dan Alkitab
bisa menghadapi serangan-serangan

Siapa saja yang percaya kepada Kristus
dia juga percaya kepada Alkitab sebagai
Firman. Karena Yesus berkata bahwa
milik kepunyaannya bisa mengenal dan
mendengarkan Dia (melalui Alkitab),
“Domba-domba-Ku
mendengarkan
suara-Ku dan Aku mengenal mereka dan
mereka mengikut Aku.” (Yohanes 10:27)
Tanggung jawab kita sebagai umat Kristen
adalah berpegang teguh kepada ajaranajaran di Alkitab. Yesus berkata, “Langit
AGAPE — Easter 2010

11

Gospel means good news or good
announcement. When a messenger
delivers the news of victory in a battle
to his leader, he brings him good
news. In Jesus’ time, when people
speak good news, they refer to the
emperor. When the emperor is born,
comes of age, and when he sits
on the throne, it is
good news.

EV.
BY: R

W

S U WA
ILSON

N TO

Good news
is not just any news that
sounds good. It has to do
with the emperor at that time. It has
something to do with what happens
in the palace. Why? Because of what
happens in the palace will determine the
life of the people outside the palace. In
other words, good news has a universal
significance, not just a local one.
We can appreciate the good news of
Jesus Christ when we understand the
term in the context above. The gospel
is the good news of Jesus’ birth. This is
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why the angel says to the shepherd: “Do
not be afraid. I bring you good news of
great joy that will be for all the people.”
(Luke 2:10) The good news of Jesus’
birth is very different from the Roman
emperor’s birth. Jesus is the King of
kings, while the Roman emperor is only
a political ruler over certain parts of the
world.
The real good news is Jesus
Christ.The good news doesn’t
stop with His birth. Mark 1:1
says, “The beginning of the
gospel about Jesus Christ,
the Son of God.” The
good news of Jesus also
continues when He begins
His ministry in Galilee. Jesus
is both the good news and the
preacher of the good news.
1 Corinthians 15:1-4 says, “Now,
brothers, I want to remind you of the
gospel I preached to you, which you
received and on which you have taken
your stand. By this gospel you are saved,
if you hold firmly to the word I preached
to you. Otherwise, you have believed
in vain. For what I received I passed
on to you as of first importance: that
Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he
was raised on the third day according to
the Scriptures.”
AGAPE — Easter 2010
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The gospel or good news especially talks
about the death and the resurrection
of Christ. This is what Paul defines as
the gospel or good news. The birth, the
death, and the resurrection of Christ
are the heart of the gospel. This is truly
the good news. Any teaching that denies
these events is a false gospel.
Why did Jesus die
and rise again? To save
sinners like you and
me. The gospel is the
power of God for the
salvation of those who
believe. (Romans 1:16)
God’s power only comes
through Jesus Christ.

The history of the church has been filled
with a myriad attempts to change the
gospel. People say, “If you do this, then
God will love you,” or “If you do good
things, then you will go to heaven.” This
AGAPE — Easter 2010

The gospel is God’s power, not human
attempt. The gospel is God’s power to
save human, and not human attempt to
save themselves.The gospel is in absolute
opposition to all religions of the world.
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The gospel, then, is not
about what human does,
but what God does through
rough
Christ. The gospel is not even about
what we do for God.The gospel
spel is ab
aabout
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what God has done for us in
Christ.
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This is why the gospel of Jesus Christ
is also called the gospel of God’s grace.
(Acts 20:24)

14

has nothing to do with the gospel. Many
have tried to turn Christianity into just
another religion of good works.

All religions offer good advices, but only
Christianity proclaims the good news.
The good news is that God has done for
us what we can’t do for ourselves. What
should we do when we hear the gospel?
Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ!
When we preach the gospel to others,

we preach Jesus Christ. We don’t preach
what benefit people will get if they choose
to believe. We proclaim to them what
God has done for the world. We extend
God’s command for them to believe the
gospel. Here are the things that should
be present in a gospel proclamation:

Before Jesus went up into heaven, He said
that He has all the authority in heaven
and on earth. His resurrection proves to
the world that He is the King of kings.
He rules. There is no escape from that.
His resurrection also proves that He is
the living God. It also shows that death is
not the final word. As the King, Jesus has
Remember that the gospel is the good the right to command people to believe
news because all have sinned. Nobody in Him.
can save themselves. If people don’t
realize that they are sinners, how can The preaching of the gospel is not just
the gospel be the good news to them? the stating of the fact about Jesus’ death
Why would they need the gospel if they and resurrection. It is the power of God
are okay? In every proclamation of the to save human beings. It is the authority
gospel, human sins must be confronted. of God to command people to believe
in His Son. Believing the gospel means
believing that you can’t do anything
to save yourself, and Jesus has done
everything necessary to save you.
Remember that no amount of“good” works
can save us. Since all have sinned, nobody Jesus alone, and only Jesus can do
does good. (Romans 3:12) Jesus has to die that for you.
so that sinners can be saved. It is the work
of Christ that saves us, not our work.

!
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ketika seorang membawa kabar
kemenangan di medan peperang, dia
membawa kabar baik. Kabar baik bukan
berarti semua kabar yang kedengeran
baik di telinga. Di jaman Yesus, kabar baik
berhubungan dengan kaisar karena segala
sesuatu yang terjadi di dalam istana juga
akan membawa kebaikan untuk orang-orang
diluar istana. Jadi kabar baik mempunyai sifat
keseluruhan (universal) bukan lokal yang
ditunjukan hanya ke sebagian orang.
Injil adalah kabar baik tentang kelahiranTuhan
Yesus, seperti yang dikatakan oleh malaikat
kepada gembala-gembala: “Jangan takut,
sebab sesungguhnya aku memberitakan
kepadamu kesukaan besar untuk seluruh
bangsa.” (Lukas 2:10) Kabar tentang Tuhan
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a menjadi percaya. Sebab yang
sangat penting telah kusampaikan kepadamu,
yaitu apa yang telah kuterima sendiri, ialah
bahwa Kristus telah mati karena dosa-dosa
kita, sesuai dengan Kitab Suci, bahwa Ia telah
dikuburkan, dan bahwa Ia telah dibangkitkan,
pada hari yang ketiga, sesuai dengan Kitab
Suci.”
Injil berpusat lebih terutama kepada kematian
dan kebangkitan Tuhan Yesus seperti yang
Paul katakan. jadi Kelahiran, kematian, dan
kebangkitan Tuhan Yesus adalah pusat dari
pada Injil. Dan ajaran-ajaran yang menyimpang
atau menolak ketiga hal ini adalah ajaran yang
sesat.
Selain daripada itu, Injil adalah kekuatan Tuhan
untuk keselamatan bagi yang percaya (Roma

bersambung ke halaman 49

PROGRESS OF
REVELATION THRU THE BIBLE
THE

By Hendry Wijaya
Credit given to Rev. Wilson

GOD

GOD
VS.

other beliefs

christian belief

After humans fall into sin, they become corrupted and dull. This

corruption makes humans suppress their conscience so they can no longer
differentiate between right and wrong. This makes them unable to seek and know God.
Revelation is the process where God reveals and makes known the Truth and His will
to the blinded humans. And, this revelation is what differentiates Christianity and other
religions because Christianity believes the act of God seeking (sinful) humans whereas
in other religions they believe men seek God. Christians believe that there are two
types of revelation: general revelation and special revelation.
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as what is mentioned in Hebrews 1:1-2. In the
past, God spoke to our forefathers through
the prophets at many times and in various
ways. In these last days, He speaks to us by
His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things,
• All things in existence, earth, sky, and nature,
and through whom He made the universe.
declares God’s presence to human. (Psalm
( * T h e o p h a ny – t h e m a n i fe s t a t i o n
19:1-4) “For since the creation of the world,
or appearance of God to a person)
God's invisible qualities—his eternal power
and divine nature—have been clearly seen, • Before the fall – Theophany*. In
being understood from what has been made, so the garden, God (through Christ) speaks
that men are without excuse.” (Romans 1:20) to Adam directly, and Adam can hear Him.
General revelation is God’s
act of telling human about
Himself through the nature
and human conscience.

• God also gives provisions to human. Acts
14:14-17 is a good example on how God
provides/heals human.After Paul and Barnabas
heal many, they remind the non-believers that
it is God who truly provides. God has not
left Himself without testimony like what
we can see through season and harvest.
• God also gives a sense of Himself in our
conscience and writes the Laws in our hearts.
This is why even gentiles do things required
by the Law when they have never been
given the Law of Moses. (Romans 2:14-15)
Special r evelation is God’s
act of telling human about
Himself through spoken words
and written words. God gives us
this special revelation because fallen men
are too corrupted that they can no longer
see God through general revelation. It’s
like a blind man before a beautiful painting.
Special revelation is progressing through time
18
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• A f t e r t h e f a l l – Theophany,
dreams, and visions. Theophany become
less and less while the prophets whose
dreams and visions start to become the
way of God to communicate with men.
Abraham
• Appearance of God (Genesis 12:7)
• Dream (Genesis 15:12)
Moses
• Angel of the Lord (Exodus 3:2)
• Book of Covenant (Exodus 24:7)
• Urim & Thummin (Exodus 28:30)
• No dream
Joshua
• The book - 5 books of Moses (Joshua
1:7-8)
• God still spoke directly to Joshua
• No dream
Samuel
• God spoke to Samuel directly
• Wrote on a scroll (1 Samuel 10:25)
• No dream

David and Solomon
• Used Urim & Thummin (less)
• 4 books
• Prophets – Nathan
Kings of divided kingdom
• No Theophany
• Few visions and dreams
• Prophets and books (Luke 24:44
Law of Moses, Prophets, Psalms – Old
Testament)
• Public reading – God’s word to be
proclaimed (Joshua 8:30-35)
• Read aloud from dawn to noon
(Nehemiah 8:1-3)
• In new testament
Jesus
• Hebrews 1:1-2
• Matthew 11:27 – No one knows the
Son except the Father, and no one
knows the Father except the Son and
those to whom the Son chooses to
reveal him.
Christ called and equipped
disciples (Luke 6:13)

Apostles wrote
•1 Thessalonians 2:13 Apostles preached
word of God
•1 Thessalonians 2:13 Public reading
•2 Thessalonians 2:13 Word of mouth or
letter
•2 Thessalonians 2:13 Teaching of
apostles
•2 Thessalonians 2:13 Paul’s letters and
instructions
New Testament and Old
Testament
•1 Timothy 5:18 – The scripture quotes
both new and old testament
•2 Peter 3:16 – Peter equates Paul’s
letter to scripture
These evidences show that God moved
His revelation from verbal communication
to written words. He did this because
written words are more accurate, has more
opportunity for repeated inspection and is
more accessible for people.This will also allow
the Holy Spirit to convinced and teach us about
God and His words (1 Corinthians 2:13-14).

Indonesian Translation
WA H Y U

TUHAN

MELALUI

A L K I TA B

Setelah manusia jatuh kedalam dosa, mereka telah menjadi korup dan tumpul
akan rasa bersalah. Lama-kelamaan mereka menjadi buta secara rohani.
Mereka tidak lagi bisa membedakan antara yang benar dan salah.
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Jadi wahyu adalah proces dimana Tuhan
menyatakan kebenaran-Nya dan kehendakNya kepada manusia yang buta secara rohani
ini. Karena kewahyuan inilah yang membedakan
keristenan dengan agama lainnya. Karena umat
Kristen percaya akan pekerjaan Tuhan yang
mencari manusia terlebih dahulu dimana
agama lain percaya akan usaha manusia
untuk mencari Tuhan. Ada dua macam wahyu
yaitu: wahyu umum dan wahyu khusus.
Wahyu umum adalah cara Tuhan
untuk menyatakan diri-Nya melalui
alam semesta dan hati nurani manusia.

kafir pun melakukan hal-hal seperti yang
dituntut oleh Hukum Taurat walaupun mereka
tidak memiliki Hukum Taurat. (Roma 2:14-15)

Musa: Malaikat Tuhan (Keluaran 3:2);
Kitab Perjanjian (Keluaran 24:7); Urim dan
Tumim (Keluaran 28:30); tidak ada mimpi.

Wahyu khusus adalah cara Tuhan
untuk menyatakan diri-Nya melalui
percakapan atau lisan. sebab manusia
berdosa telah menjadi korup sehingga
mereka tidak lagi bisa melihat Tuhan melalui
wahyu umum. Seperti orang buta yang
sedang menatap sebuah lukisan yang indah.

Yosua: Kitab Taurat – 5 buku Musa
(Yousua 1:7-8); percakapan langsung
dengan Tuhan; tidak ada mimpi.
Samuel: Percakapan langsung dengan
Tuhan; menuliskan hak-hak kerajaan di
sebuah piagam (1 Samuel 10:25); tidak ada
mimpi.

Wahyu khusus mempunyai cara penyampaian
berdeda-beda sejalannya dengan waktu seperti
yang dikatakan di Ibrani 1:1-2. Di jaman dahulu,
• Di dalam segala hal seperti bumi, langit, Tuhan berbicara kepada nenek moyang kita
dan alam semesta Tuhan menyatakan seringkali melalui nabi-nabi. Tetapi di jaman
kehadiranNya. (Mazmur 19:1-4) “Sebab apa sekarang ini, Tuhan berbicara kepada kita
yang tidak nampak dari pada-Nya, yaitu melalui Anak-Nya,yang tunggal, Tuhan Yesus.
kekuatan-Nya yang kekal dan keilahian- ( * Te o f a n i a d a l a h p e n a m p a k a n
Nya, dapat nampak kepada pikiran dari T u h a n
kepada
manusia)
karya-Nya sejak dunia diciptakan, sehingga
mereka tidak dapat berdalih.” (Roma 1:20) • S e b e l u m m a n u s i a p e r t a m a
berdosa - teofani atau penampakan.
• Tuhan juga adalah sumber persediaan Di taman Eden, Tuhan (dalam wujud
manusia seperti yang terdapat di Kisah Kristus) berbicara kepada Adam secara
Para Rasul 14:14-7. Setelah Paulus dan langsung dan Adam pun bisa mendengarNya.
Barnabas menyembukan banyak orang,
•Setelah manusia pertama berdosa
mereka mengingatkan kepada orang tidak
- penampakan, mimpi, dan penglihatan.
percaya bahwa itu semua Tuhan yang
Penampakan menjadi lebih jarang sewaktu
menyediakan. Jejak pekerjaan tangan Tuhan
nabi-nabi yang mempunyai mimpi dan
ada dimana-mana seperti yang kita lihat di
penglihatan dari Tuhan yang menjadi sarana
sepanjang pergantian cuaca dan musim panen.
komunikasi antara Tuhan dan manusia.
• Tuhan juga menyatakan diri-Nya melalui hati
Abraham: Penampakan Tuhan (Kejadian
nurani dan menuliskan hukum-hukumNya di
12:7); mimpi (Kejadian 15:12).
dalam hati setiap manusia. Ini sebabnya orang
20
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David dan Salomo: Urim dan Tumim
(lebih sedikit); 4 buku Kitab, nabi-nabi
seperti nabi Natan.
Raja-raja: Tidak ada penampakan;
beberapa penglihatan dan mimpi; nabinabi dan buku Kitab (Lukas 24:44 Hukum
Musa, kitab nabi-nabi, mazmur Daud –
Perjanjian Lama); pembacaan di depan
umum (Yosua 8:30-35); pembacaan Kitab
dari subuh sampai siang hari (Nehemia
8:1-3).
• Di Perjanjian Baru
Yesus: Ibrani 1:1-2; Matius 11:27: “Semua
telah diserahkan kepada-Ku oleh BapaKu dan tidak seorangpun mengenal
Anak selain Bapa, dan tidak seorangpun
mengenal Bapa selain Anak dan orang
yang kepadanya Anak itu berkenan
menyatakannya.”

Para rasul: Rasul-rasul mengkabarkan
Injil dan memberikan kesaksian di depan
umum. (1 Tesalonika 2:13); surat-surat,
ajaran rasul-rasul, dan surat-surat dan
instruksi dari Paulus (2 Tesalonika 2:13)
Perjanjian baru dan Perjanjian Lama:
Alkitab mengkutip Perjanjian Lama dan
Baru (1 Timotius 5:18); Petrus mengakui
kesaamaan surat Paulus seperti dengan
tulisan-tulisan di Perjanjian Lama. (2
Petrus 3:16)
Bukti-bukti ini mempelihatkan bahwa
Tuhan mencoba untuk mentransisikan
wahyuNya dari percakapan langsung kepada
tulisan-tulisan. Ini dikarenakan tulisantulisan lebih akurat dibandingkan ceritacerita yang disampaikan turun-temurun.
Tulisan-tulisan juga memberikan lebih banyak
kesempatan untuk pemeriksaan ulang,
dan dapat diakseskan kepada lebih banyak
orang. Dengan ini juga Roh Kudus dapat
meyakinkan dan mengajaran kita tentang
Tuhan dan Firman-Nya (1 Korintus 2:13-14).

Kristus memanggil dan
memperlengkapi murid-murid.
(Lukas 6:13)
AGAPE — Easter 2010

21

Evangelizing on AIM

I

Perspectives
By
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had been baptized for about
three years when an old friend from
elementary school IM-ed me via AIM.
Through catching up, I learned that her
boyfriend had been encouraging her to
have a personal relationship with Christ.
She knew that I was baptized a while
back and wanted to know what drew me
to Christianity.
This was a evangelical dream come true.
I didn't have to go knocking on people's
door and asking them to listen to the
Gospel. God sent someone knocking
on my door asking to hear about Christ.
Our conversation seemed to be going
really well and I was feeling really good
being used by God, until--

Friend: So what made Christianity stand
out to you?
Me:
Well, at first, I noticed that my
Christian friend's family was
different.
Friend: Different? How?
Me:
They were really nice and
always happy, and they really go
the extra mile to help people.
Friend: Really?
Me:
Yeah. And they seemed to not
be worried too much about
anything, and they told me it's
because they have faith in God.
Friend: Well...my parents are the same
way. They're really nice and

they help people, and they don't worry
much. But they go to the temple.
Me: ...

That's where I got stumped. She was right.
There are a lot of people in the world who
are nice (maybe nicer than Christians),
who are helpful (maybe more generous
than Christians), and who are carefree
(like the Buddhist free-clinic volunteers).
They believe in religions that teach people
not to steal, not to lie, not to murder and
cheat. They do good work and are happy
and kindhearted. That begs the question,
what sets Christianity, or Christians, or
the God whom we worship apart from
all the other religions in the world? And
there has to be a difference, because if
not, then Christianity cannot claim to be
the one true religion. It would just be the
same as everything else.
Dictionary.com defines religion as "a
set of beliefs concerning cause, nature,
and purpose of the universe, especially
when considered as the creation of
a superhumanagency or agencies,
usually involving devotional and ritual
observances, and often containing a
moral code governing the conduct of
human affair." But a close examination
of most major religions (Buddhism, Islam,
Hinduism, and even Catholicism) all have
the above mentioned elements.
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For example, Buddhism has a code
of ethics called The Five Precepts.
Buddhists who take the vow of The Five
Precepts promise to abstain from taking
another's life, stealing, sexual misconduct,
false speech, and alcohol. At a glance,
it sounds a lot like half of the the Ten
Commandments, with minor differences.
The more I studied, the more underlying
similarities I found.

following: "selfless work, self-dissolving
love, absolute knowledge, or of royal
meditative immersion." (en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/salvation)

"The world's religions agree that
humanity needs salvation from its
present condition," with varying forms
and methods (en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Salvation).
For example, Buddhism
believes in nirvana - "a cessation of
craving…equivalent to the cessation
of suffering, the highest happiness…"
(Gethin, 1998, p. 74); nirvana is attained
after eons of reincarnation, through
good works and study. To Muslims,
salvation refers to the eventual entrance
to heaven. To avoid hell, sin must be
avoided. Hinduism's version of salvation
is "Atman's liberation from Samsara,
the cycle of death and rebirth," which
can be achieved through any of the

But the Bible tells us of a very different
way of attaining salvation. Ephesians
2:8-9 read, "For it is by grace you have
been saved, through faith - and this not
from yourselves, it is the gift of God not by works, so that no one can boast."
(All Scripture are taken from NIV
unless otherwise noted) According to
Christianity, it is not the humans who are
working toward heaven, but God who
reaches down and saves them.

So what's different? Perhaps we're
tempted to say, "They're all salvation of
some form."

But here's what's different. All religions
urge people to attain salvation/heaven
It wasn't until a few months ago, someone through knowledge and good works.
pointed out a very important element In fact, peace away from the turmoil of
that Dictionary.com did not factor in - human suffering is dangled like carrots as
Salvation.
the driving force for charity, studies, and
moral righteousness. Do good, and go
to heaven.
Learning the Difference
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In fact, the Bible is filled with verses of
what God has done to call His people,
rather than what his people have
accomplished to get to heaven:

"Know that the LORD has set apart the These are but a few examples, but note
godly for himself; the LORD will hear that all of the above-listed verses have
when I call to him." Psalm 4:3
"God" and "LORD" as the subject. He is
the one who initiates our salvation, not
"The LORD your God will circumcise us.
your hearts and the hearts of your
descendants, so that you may love him My friend will be baptized at her
with all your heart and with all your soul, boyfriend's (well, fiance by now) Catholic
and live." Deuteronomy 30:6
church this year. God's plan cannot
be foiled by my errors, but if given the
"'This is the covenant I will make with the chance again, I hope to tell her that what
house of Israel after that time,' declares set Christianity apart, is our God, for He
the Lord. 'I will put my law in their minds is a god who does not sit in heaven to
and write it on their hearts. I will be watch while we struggle our way up, but
their God, and they will be my people.' " He is loving and compassionate enough
to reach down, and save us from our
Jeremiah 31:33
own corruption.

Work Cited
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wikipedia.com/wiki/salvation.
Gethin, R. (1998). The Foundations of Buddhism. New
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Christians Around the Worldby Cheryl Jao

Check out what’s happening around the world in the Christian community!
The first book to be printed with the printing press
by Johannes Gutenberg was the Gutenberg Bible, also
known as the 42-line Bible. (Germany)
In 1771, Robert Aitken produced the first English language New Testament printed in America. (Philadelphia)

In 303 A.D., Emperor Diocletian ordered an edict that ordered every Bible to be destroyed. But Emperor Constantine legalized Christianity and had Bibles prepared at government expense 25 years after Diocletian’s death. (Roman Empire)
Martin Luther nailed the 95 Theses onto the door of the All Saints’
Church on October 31, 1517, inspiring the Protestant Reformation. Rather
than Halloween, some countries observe October 31st as Reformation Day.
(Germany)

James Laidlaw Maxwell Sr. established the first Presbyterian
church in Taiwan on June 16, 1865. (Taiwan)

William Tyndale first copied the Scriptures into the English
language, but was excommunicated by the English clergy for
making the Bible widely available to the masses, including
women.

John Birch began missionary work in 1940 in Hangzhou, but
fled to inland Eastern China after the attack on Pearl Harbor.
There, he began establishing missions in the Zhejiang province. He
was shot and died by supporters of the Community Party of China.
(Eastern China)

R
Robert
Jermain Thomas secretly distributed copies of the Bible under
heeavy disguise and threat of death. When his ship caught on fire during
a battle in Pyongyang, Thomas flung cases of Bibles to the villagers.
Hee eventually caught on fire and jumped into the river, but was killed
on
nce he reached shore by an awaiting soldier. (Korea, 1866)
In 1955, Jim Elliot and his wife Elisabeth translated
the New Testament into the Quechua Indian tribe
language at Shell Mera. However, when Jim Elliot and
his friends traveled into the village to minister, they were
brutally killed by the Auca. (Ecuador)
Ludwig Ingwer Nommenson, a German missionary, translated
the New Testament into the native Batak language on the island of
Sumatra. By 1865, 2000 were reported to have converted to Christianity. (Sumatra)

26
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• There are 39 books in the
Old Testament and 27 books
in the New Testament.

Compiled By Jocelyn Lee - Tindage

Quick Bible Facts
28

• There are a total of 66 books in
the Bible.

• The Bible contains a total of
1189 chapters.
• The longest chapter of the
Bible is Psalm 119 and the
shortest chapter is Psalm
117.
• In between the longest and
shortest chapters of the Bible
is the middle chapter of the
Bible, Psalm 118.
• The shortest book is 2 John,
and the longest book is
Psalm.
• The number of times "God" is
mentioned in the Bible is
3,358.

• The number of times "LORD"
is mentioned in the Bible is
7,736.
• The longest word in the Bible
is Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz in
Isaiah 8:1
• The Bible was written over
a span of approximately
1500 years, 40
generations,with over
40 authors, on 3 different
continents and in 3
languages.
• The first translation of the
Bible from Latin (Vulgate) to
English was initiated by John
Wycliffe and completed by
John Purvey in 1388.

Nathan in 1488; the New
Testament by Robert
Stephanus in 1551. The
entire Bible as divided
into chapters and verses
appeared in the Geneva
Bible of 1560.
• The Old Testament was
compiled around 450 BC by
a council of rabbis.
The New Testament was
canonized in 397 AD at the
Synod of Carthage.
• To date, the Bible remains
the bestselling book of all
times.

• The Bible was divided into
chapters by Stephen
Langton in 1228. Later,
the Old Testament was
divided into verses by R.
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By Cheryl Jao

In science class…
A

s a senior with my last two months of high school, I can lay back
a little and think about my past high school career in…studying. But ya know what? I think I’ve had a successful “career”!
Thinking back to all the experiences I went through, I can say that the science class was one of the toughest obstacles, especially when my teacher was
evolution-biased.

I

remember AP Biology, with about 2 months focused on evolution and the beginning of the world mixed in with classification
of the animal kingdom. I remember the lecture that my teacher
read off of as the class scurried to write everything down and memorize it.
But what I remember most was the look on my teacher’s face as I took down
notes, I took out my pocket sized Bible and placed it on my desk. That probably helped me survive the enormous section, despite weird stares. It was also
very helpful to have a close friend who is also a Christian and is on the same
page as me so that we could laugh at all the absurd theories we were told
about.

A

s someone who wants to study science in college, there is not
really an option to skip over evolution. Biology and chemistry
is basis for all sciences, and evolution is presented as a basis for
biology. The only option is to pray and to stick it through nonetheless. Evolution itself is a belief, and therefore can be a religion. It’s like learning about
any other religion; we know the components of it, but we are not obligated
to believe in it.

U

nfortunately, evolution is something that cannot be looked
over in this world. It’s very rare to have a professor that does
not believe in evolution now, and even rarer to not be teased
because of creationism. But that’s why there’s faith and that’s why there’s
God. Evolution is not something we have to embrace, just know.
30
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The 66 Books of the Bible
THE OLD TESTAMENT (39 Books)
THE HISTORICAL
BOOKS

THE POETIC
BOOKS

Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy
Joshua
Judges
Ruth
Samuel 1&2
Kings 1&2
Chronicles 1&2
Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther

Job
Psalms
Proverbs
Ecclesiastes
Song of Songs

THE PROPHETS
Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel
Hosea
Joel
Amos
Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

THE NEW TESTAMENT (27 Books)
THE 4 GOSPELS

PAUL'S LETTERS

Matthew
Mark
Luke
John

Romans
Corinthians 1&2
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
Thessalonians 1&2
Timothy 1&2
Titus
Philemon
Hebrews

SPREADING THE
GOSPEL
Acts

APOSTLES'
LETTERS
James
Peter 1&2
John 1,2&3
Jude
THE FUTURE
Revelation
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The Outlines on selected Books in the New Testament for personal Bible study.
A. Romans
I. Introduction 1:1-17
II. The World 1:18-3:20
III. Justification 3:21-5:21
IV. Sanctification 6:1-8:39
V. Israel 9:1-11:36
VI. The Practice of Righteousness 12:115:13
VII. Conclusion 15:14-16:27
B. 1 Corinthians
I. Greetings 1:1-3
II. Thanksgiving 1:4-9
III. Divisions 1:10-17
IV. The Wisdom of God 1:18-2:26
V. Servants of Christ 3:1-4:21
VI. Problems in the Church 5:1-6:20
VII. Questions From the Church 7:1-14:40
VIII. The Resurrection of Christ and the
Christian 15:1-58
IX. Final Concluding Matters 16:1-24
C. 2 Corinthians
I. Paul's Explanation 1:1-7:16
II. The Collection for Jerusalem 8:1-9:15
III. Paul's Authority 10:1-13:14
D. Galatians
I. Introduction 1:1-10
II. Paul's Defence of Himself 1:11-2:21
III. The Nature of the Gospel 3:1-4:31
IV. Life in the Spirit 5:1-6:10
V. Conclusion 6:11-18
E. Ephesians
I. Introduction 1:1-2
II. Relationship with God 1:3-2:22
32
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III. Paul 3:1-21
IV. Relationship With People 4:1-6:20
V. Conclusion 6:21-24
F. Philippians
I. Introduction 1:1-11
II. Paul's Circumstances 1:12-30
III. The Mind of Christ 2:1-18
IV. Timothy and Epaphroditus 2:19-30
V. Living the Life 3:1-4:20
VI. Conclusion 4:21-23
G. Colossians
I. Introduction 1:1-14
II. The Supremacy of Christ 1:15-23
III. Paul's Ministry 1:24-2:7
IV. Warning Against Error 2:8-23
V. Appeal for Christian Living 3:1-4:6
VI. Conclusion 4:7-18
H. 1 Thessalonians
I. Introduction 1:1
II. Thanksgiving 1:2-10
III. Their Defense 2:1-3:13
IV. Living for God 4:1-12
V. The Dead in Christ 4:13-5:11
VI. The Church 5:12-22
VII. Conclusion 5:23-28
I. 2 Thessalonians
I. Salutation 1:1-2
II. Thanksgiving 1:3-12
III. The Second Coming 2:1-17
IV. Prayer Request 3:1-5
V. Warning Against Idleness 3:6-15
VI. Conclusion 3:16-18
J. 1 Timothy

I. Salutation 1:1-2
II.Timothy's Task in Ephesus 1:3-11
III. Thanksgiving 1:12-20
IV. Worship and Conduct 2:1-6:21
K. 2 Timothy
I. Salutation 1:1-2
II. Thanksgiving 1:3-7
III. Patient Endurance 1:8-4:18
IV. Conclusion 4:19-22
L. Titus
I. Salutation 1:1-4
II. Elders 1:5-9
III. False Teachers 1:10-16
IV. What to Teach 2:1-3:11
V. Conclusion 3:12-15
M. Philemon
I. Salutation 1:1-3
II. Thanksgiving and Prayer 1:4-7
III. Plea for Onesimus 1:8-22
IV. Greetings and Benediction 1:23-25
N. Hebrews
I. The Superiority of Christ 1:1-10:18
II. Practical Applications 10:19-13:25
O. James
I. Introduction 1:1-27
II. Piety and Poverty 2:1-26
III. Speech and Spirit 3:1-4:12
IV. Test and Result 4:13-5:6
V. Conclusion 5:7-20
P. 1 Peter
I. Salutation 1:1-2
II. Privileges and Responsibilities 1:3-2:12
III. Submission and God's Honor 2:13-3:7

IV. Suffering and Persecution 3:8-5:11
V. Conclusion 5:12-14
Q. 2 Peter
I. Salutation 1:1-2
II. Growth 1:3-11
III. Prophets 1:12-21
IV. False Prophets 2:1-22
V. The Second Coming 3:1-18
R. 1 John
I. Introduction 1:1-4
II. God is Light 1:5-2:27
III. God is Righteous 2:28-4:6
IV. God is Love 4:7-5:12
V. Conclusion 5:13-21
S. 2 John
I. Introduction 1:1-3
II. Love 1:4-6
III. Deceivers 1:7-11
IV. Conclusion 1:12-13
T. 3 John
I. Salutation 1:1
II. About Gaius 1:2-8
III. About Diotrephes 1:9-10
IV. About Demetrius 1:11-12
V. Conclusion 1:13-15
U. Jude
I. Introduction 1:1-4
II. False Teachers 1:5-16
III. Perseverance 1:17-23
IV. Conclusion 1:24-25
Sources:
http://www.bibleonthenet.com/bible.htm
http://www.theology.edu/summ4.htm
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BOOK REVIEW

A Pilgrim's Progress
by Jocelyn Lee - Tindage

Sometime during his first imprisonment
between 1660 and 1672, English Christian
writer John Bunyan penned his most wellknown allegory, Pilgrim's Progress, Part I.
The book was finally published in 1678.
What Bunyan did not know then, was
that for the next three centuries and odd
years, his allegory would become one of
the most widely known tale of all times
and the most translated work amongst
Protestant missionaries, second only to
the Bible. The story that was meant to
mirror a Christian's walk of faith would
continue to endure despite the changes
of time, technology, and countless wars.
The tale is told from the perspective
of a narrator describing details of his
dream. In this dream, he sees a man,
appropriately named Christian, who lived
in the City of Destruction. Christian was
seized by the fear that his city would be
destroyed by fire because of the sins of
men. Christian became burdened and
could not enjoy life - until he met a man
named Evangelist (can you guess what he
does?), who tells Christian to "fly from
the wrath to come" by heading toward a
Wicket-Gate. Christian obliges, and thus
begins his pilgrimage toward the Wicketgate and eventually, Celestial City.

have joined him on parts of his journey
(Faithful was martyred). Friends such as
Piety, Prudence, and the Shepherds both
encourage him and point him the way. At
the same time, he is met with obstacles
such as the Mire of Despondence, The
Valley of the Shadow of Death, and The
Doubting Castle guarded by a giant
named Despair. He has, at one point,
been tricked by Flatterer, the false
Apostle, and rescued by the Angel of
Light. He has passed through the City
of Vain-Glory, the town with a Vanity
Fair, and met with men such as Talkative,
Hypocrisy, and Ignorance (Bunyan wasn't
going for subtle symbolism).
Throughout the pilgrim's progress,
readers may find that Christian's walk
of faith mirrors their own - whether it's
facing fears or receiving encouragement.
The discourses that Christian engages
in with his travel companions serve to
clarify many questions that Christians
may have faced from their non-believing
friends - whether it's about salvation,
backsliding, or the character of God.
What stood out to me, especially, were
the conversations with Atheist and
Ignorance, both of whom made remarks
that are still heard today. It goes to show
that nothing is new under the sun.

Throughout Christian's journey, he is met
by friends and foes, obstacles and help.
Companions such as Faithful and Hope BOOK REVIEW continues to page 46
34
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Bible Quiz
By
Hendry & Merissa
Ken n y
1. What are the first and the last
books in the Bible?
Genesis and Revelation
2. What are the shortest and
longest chapters in the Bible?
Longest will be Psalm 119 and
shortest is Psalm 116
3. What were the language used
to write the Old Testament and
New Testament?
The old testament was written in Hebrew and I do not know the new
testament
4. Which New Testament book was written first?
Is it John?
5. What is the first animal that goes out from the ark?
It’s a dove. I know it’s a bird but I’m not sure it’s a dove. Let's just say a
dove.
6. How long does it take to read the whole Bible?
2 weeks? If nonstop talking maybe less … 1 week
36
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J on at han
1. What are the first and the last
books in the Bible?
Genesis and Revelation
2.What are the shortest and longest
chapters in the Bible?
Psalm 116 and Psalm 119
3. What were the language used to
write the Old Testament and New
Testament?
Hebrew and Greek
4. Which New Testament book was written first?
I do not know
5. What is the first animal that goes out from the ark?
Maybe a camel?
6. How long does it take to read the whole Bible?
I think it will take 2 weeks if you read it out loud

B e n i c i a &

B e vi n i a

1. What are the first and the last books in the Bible?
Genesis and Revelation
2. What are the shortest and longest chapters in the Bible?
I have no clue
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B e n i cia

&

B evinia

3.What were the language used to write the Old Testament
and New Testament?
Is it Jewish?
4. Which New Testament book was written first?
Matthew
5. What is the first animal that goes out from the ark?
A dove
6. How long does it take to read the whole Bible?
I do not know

Hubert
1. What are the first and the last books in the Bible?
Genesis and Revelation
2. What are the shortest and longest chapters in the Bible?
Longest will be Psalm 116 and I am not sure about the shortest
3. What were the language used to write the Old Testament and
New Testament?
Old Testament is Hebrew and I guess it’s the same for the New
Testament
4. Which New Testament book was written first?
Matthew I guess
5. What is the first animal that goes out from the ark?
It’s a raven
6. How long does it take to read the whole Bible?
1 month
38
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t e s i a &

Pe n c y

1. What are the first
and the last books in
the Bible?
Genesis and
Revelation
2. What are the
shortest and longest
chapters in the
Bible?
Lol! I do not know
3. What were the language used to write the Old Testament and New
Testament?
Old testament is Hebrew and new is … … Greek
4. Which New Testament book was written first? Is it Matthew?
I do not know
5. What is the first animal that goes out from the ark?
It’s a raven
6. How long does it take to read the whole Bible?
If you read for yourself then it will probably take 24-48 hours if you keep
on reading
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Celestine, Hannah,
a n d M el od y

An s w e r s
1. What are the first
and the last books in
the Bible?
Genesis and
Revelation
2. What are the
shortest and longest
chapters in the
Bible?
Lol I do not know
3. What were the
language used
to write the Old
Testament and New Testament?
Old testament is Hebrew and new is … … Greek
4. Which New Testament book was written first? Is it Matthew?
I do not know
5. What is the first animal that goes out from the ark?
It’s a raven
6. How long does it take to read the whole Bible?
If you read for yourself then it will probably take 24-48 hours if you
keep on reading
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1. The first book in the Bible is Genesis and the last book is
Revelation.
2.The shortest chapter is Psalm 117 and the longest is Psalm
119.
3. The Old Testament was written in Hebrew. The New
Testament was written in Greek. Now, the Bible has been
written in over 6,000 different languages around the world!
4. The earliest New Testament book was James, which was
written around 40-45 AD.Although some scholars may disagree
on the issue, theologian Adolf Schlatter asserted in the 1920s
that James is the earliest book of the New Testament.
5. A raven was the first animal out of the ark (Genesis 8:7).
6. The Bible contains about 773, 692 words! It would take you
approximately 70 hours to read the whole Bible out loud.
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T E A C H I N G

BIBLE TRIVIA
• The word "Bible" simply means
books.
• The last word in the Bible is AMEN.
• Abraham is the first person in the
Bible to be called a Hebrew.
• The oldest person in the Bible was
Methuselah. He died when he was
969 years old.

• The New Testament contains more
than 260 Old Testament quotations.

• The strongest man in the Bible is
Samson.
• The wisest man in the Bible is
Solomon.
• The greatest warrior in the Bible is
Gideon.With 300 men, 300 trumpets, and
God, He defeated 135,000 Midianites.
• King Solomon had 700 wives and
300 concubines.
• The biggest and tallest villain in the
Bible is Goliath at over 9-1/2 feet tall.
• Two men in the Bible never died.They
were Enoch and Elijah. God brought
them right up to heaven.
• The number 40 is used many times
in the Bible. It often means God is about
to usher in a new event or era. For
instances, rain during the flood lasted
40 days, spies explored Canaan for 40
days, Jonah warned Nineveh for 40 days,
and Jesus fasted in the wilderness for
40 days.
42
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is God’s Word permeating your daily life
and conversation that gives the foundation
for his spiritual development.

• The word "God" appears in every
book except Esther and Song of
Solomon.
•The number 7 appears many times in
the Bible. It is often linked to perfection
or completion.

• Paul four of his letters in the Bible
while in prison. They are Ephesians
3:1, Philippians 1:7, Colossians 4:3, and
Philemon.
• Isaiah prophesied most about the
coming of Jesus. Isaiah 52:13-53:12 lists
more than 20 things about Jesus, all of
which are true.
• The first book of the Bible tells of
a serpent tempting Eve. The last book
of the Bible calls Satan "that serpent
of old, who is the Devil." (Genesis 3;
Revelation 20:2).
• "Do not be afraid" appears 365 times
in the Bible. Hmm, same amount of days
in a year!
Sources:
http://christian-parenting.suite101.com/
article.cfm/christian_parenting_bible_
facts
http://www.manistiquebiblechurch.com/
bible_facts.htm
http://www.allwebdesignresources.
com/webdesignblogs/graphics/
humorousgraphicwebdesignjokes/
http://www.bibleview.org/en/Bible
ActsPartOne/James/

T I P S

Talk about Bible Truths
Scripture admonishes us to talk about
God’s Word in the midst of all our family life
activities (Deut. 6:6-7).
Talk about the things God made when
outside.
Talk about children being a gift from
God when feeding the baby.
Talk about God loving them when hugging them.
Talk about God’s command to love one
another as they interact with siblings.
Tell them God’s standards for behavior
as issues come up.
Talk about God’s watch-care when
tucking them into bed.
Two important foundations need to be
laid in early childhood: the child’s concept of
Set the Example
From your child’s earliest days, you can God and his faith.
Joy Marie Dunlap
surround him with a spiritual environment
that will motivate and teach him to follow
Memorize Selected Bible Passages
God.
As soon as children can speak, they can
Your own attitudes, actions, and speech
are your child’s first introduction to godli- recite Scripture. They can do this painlessly
by simply hearing a passage read or recited
ness.
Be enthusiastic about learning spiritu- to them daily.
Proverbs are perfect for 2-year-olds.
al truths, because your child will read you
before he is ever able to read the written Older preschoolers (3-5 years) can learn
a whole chapter of Scripture after hearing
Word (II Cor. 3:2)! -Doreen Claggett
As your child’s understanding grows, it the passage daily for three weeks.
Ellen Baize

EARLY CHILDHOOD
Bible Teaching
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Memorizing large sections of Scripture
together as a family gives us the opportunity to see applications of the Scripture in
real life, because we have a common frame
of reference.
We did Psalm 1 and Eph. 6:11-18 (the
armor of God).
We introduce a new verse at breakfast
and repeat it at each meal, adding another
verse or phrase each day.
Anne
We have our toddlers memorize Scripture verses about God’s care for us and the
need to obey our parents and love one another.
To make Scripture memorization easier for small children, break the verse into
shorter rhythmic phrases and teach each
phrase separately before putting the whole
verse together.
Teach a very small child just one phrase
per day if that is all he can handle.
Do hold your child to saying the verse
exactly to encourage long-term Scripture
memory.
We enjoy reciting the verses we learn
together with our young children, not only
during family devotions, but also when we
are out in the car or at the park.
Joy Marie Dunlap
Among the first Bible verses our young
children learn are what we term the “DoBees.”
These verses were selected as the essentials we wanted to instill in our children
44

AGAPE — Easter 2010

to encourage love for God and others and
promote family harmony—things we want
to do and to be.
We shorten verses for the little ones
and sometimes expand them to include a
whole passage for the older children.
Our 2-year-old was able to learn “Love
the Lord” and “Love thy neighbor” (from
Matt. 22:37, 39) and then surprised us by
lisping the rest of the verses after hearing his older brothers recite them enough
times.
Other verses include:
“Pray one for another” (James 5:16b).
“Be ye kind one to another” (Eph. 4:32).
“Children, obey your parents” (Eph. 6:1).
“Be ye thankful” (Col. 3:15).
Jeannie Estrada
Teach the character of God. Give children a true picture of what their Heavenly
Father is like through Psalms.
As your children grow, hand-picked
verses can help you over rough spots. Pick
verses to meet individual needs.
Deb Deffinbaugh. Excerpted from the Timberdoodle Catalog.
Read the Bible Aloud
Faithfully read God’s Word to even your
youngest. The Holy Spirit often enlightens
the minds of His lambs with the ability to
understand simple truths of Scripture!
Doreen Claggett
Read narratives to your children straight
out of the Word of God. The Bible is full of
wonderful stories.

Keep the readings short, and when
Encourage children to talk to God as a
you are finished, ask your child to tell you real person who loves and hears them.
what happened. This allows you to check
Children can pray effectively. Help them
his comprehension and clear up misunder- to pray in their own words.
standings.
Help children to recognize and give
Margaret Bicker
thanks for specific answers to prayers.
Pray with children at mealtimes, durMake your children comfortable dur- ing family devotions, while riding in the car,
ing Bible reading. I gathered our little boys when hearing an ambulance, when seeing or
around me on the couch and put my arms hearing about a need, and in their own quiet
around them.
times.
Read through the entire Bible regularly
Guinn Jenkins
as a family, explaining things your children
Use Scripture promises and commands
are ready to understand.
as the basis for prayers to know that you
Choose Bible storybooks carefully. Bi- are praying according to God’s will.
ble characters should be depicted as they
would have appeared in real life. The text Sing Hymns and Scripture Songs
of Bible stories should accurately represent
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you
the truth in Scripture.
richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishBible story tapes can also be used. Men ing one another in psalms and hymns and
and women of God portrayed should sound spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
serious, tender, and real.
hearts to the Lord” (Col. 3:16).
Bible story videos are often portrayed
Teach little children to sing and unin a silly and unlifelike way, giving children derstand the great old hymns of the faith
the impression that Bible stories are no (e.g., “This Is My Father’s World,” “Fairest
more real than cartoons.
Lord Jesus,” “Jesus Loves Even Me,” “What
Joy Marie Dunlap
a Friend We Have in Jesus,” “Now I Belong
http://www.teachinghome.com/supplement/ To Jesus,” “One Day”).
bible/index.cfm
Many hymns are based on specific Scriptures or biblical truths not found in many
Pray Together
children’s songs.
As soon as a child can talk, he can pray.
Select songs and choruses (e.g.,“WhisOur children learned to give thanks per a Prayer in the Morning,” “I Have Deto the Lord; to pray when afraid, hurt, sad, cided To Follow Jesus,” “His Sheep Am I”)
or sick; and to pray for others. They also for their deep and true meaning and rever
learned that God would answer in the way ent tone.
He knew best.
Distinguish between joyful praise and
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merely “fun” songs.

correct your children.

Establish habits
in your children’s lives that will foster
their spiritual growth—daily Bible reading and prayer times, church attendance,
Scripture memorization, confession and
restitution for offenses, tithing, and singing hymns.
Lead by your example
Cindy Short, Oregon
Be careful that all of your words
and actions reflect honesty, integrity,
faithfulness, responsibility, self- control, Source: The Teaching Home Magazine
diligence, patience, contentment, thankfulness, love, and forgiveness.
from page 35
Verbalize your motives
Don’t assume that your children BOOK REVIEW:
know why you do the things you do. A PILGRIM'S PROGRESS
Speak of your love for God and desire to
please Him. Point out the Bible passages The relevance of this book to our lives
that you are trying to obey.
is evidence that the spiritual battle is
one that transcends GPS guided missiles,
Confess your sins
nuclear bombs, and automatic guns. It
Whenever you fall short of God’s is a battle that has outlived kings and
standards, make it clear to your children kingdoms, emperors and dynasties, and
that you are sorry. Quote a Scripture that presidents and parliaments. But Pilgrim's
gives the command you have broken, and Progress shows that there will be an end
ask for forgiveness from God and from to such this battle when all believers shall
those you offended in the hearing of all rest and rejoice in the presence of God,
who witnessed your sin.
worshipping Him for eternity. This is a
Christian classic and a must read. I would
Set standards
suggest getting a version with inserted
for your children’s behavior based Bible verses, so you can readily reference
on scriptural commands. Then refer to the Bible for any doctrines presented by
these as you consistently commend or Bunyan's characters.
Disciple Your Child
It is not enough for our children to
know God and His Word.They must also
be trained to trust Him, follow Him, and
obey Him.
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Keranjang Arang dan Alkitab
Suatu cerita yang indah:

S

eorang Kakek hidup di suatu perkebunan di suatu pegunungan sebelah timur Negara bagian
Kentucky (Amerika) dengan cucu lelakinya yg masih muda. Setiap pagi kakek bangun lebih

awal dan membaca Alkitab di meja makan di dapurnya. Cucu lelaki nya ingin sekali menjadi seperti

kakeknya dan mencoba untuk menirunya dalam cara apapun semampunya.

Suatu hari sang cucu nya bertanya, “Kakek!
Aku mencoba untuk membaca Alkitab seperti
yang kakek lakukan tetapi aku tidak memahaminya, dan apa yang aku pahami aku lupakan
secepat aku menutup buku. Apa sih kebaikan
dari membaca Alkitab?” Dengan tenang sang
Kakek dengan mengambil keranjang tempat
arang, memutar sambil melobangi keranjang
nya ia menjawab, “Bawa keranjang ini ke sungai dan bawa kemari lagi penuhi dengan air.”
Maka sang cucu melakukan seperti yang
diperintahkan kakek, tetapi semua air habis
menetes sebelum tiba di depan rumahnya.
Kakek tertawa dan berkata, “Lain kali kamu
harus melakukukannya lebih cepat lagi,”
Maka ia menyuruh cucunya kembali ke
sungai dengan keranjang tersebut untuk dicoba lagi. Sang cucu berlari lebih cepat, tetapi
tetap, lagi-lagi keranjangnya kosong sebelum
ia tiba di depan rumah. Dengan terengahengah, ia berkata kepada kakek nya bahwa
mustahil membawa air dari sungai dengan
keranjang yang sudah dibolongi, maka sang
cucu mengambil ember sebagai gantinya.

Sang kakek berkata, “Aku tidak mau ember
itu; aku hanya mau keranjang arang itu.
Ayolah, usaha kamu kurang cukup,” maka sang
kakek pergi keluar pintu untuk mengamati
usaha cucu laki-lakinya itu.
Cucunya yakin sekali bahwa hal itu mustahil, tetapi ia tetap ingin menunjukkan kepada
kakeknya, biar sekalipun ia berlari secepatcepatnya, air tetap akan bocor keluar sebelum ia sampai ke rumah. Sekali lagi sang cucu
mengambil air ke dalam sungai dan berlari
sekuat tenaga menghapiri kakek, tetapi ketika

AGAPE — Easter 2010

47

Sambungan dari halaman 16
ia sampai didepan kakek keranjang sudah
kosong lagi.
Sambil terengah-engah ia berkata,“Lihat Kek,
percuma!” “Jadi kamu pikir percuma?”Jawab
kakek. Kakek berkata, “Lihatlah keranjangnya.
“
Sang cucu menurut, melihat ke dalam
keranjangnya dan untuk pertama kalinya menyadari bahwa keranjang itu sekarang ber-

Sepenggal kata mutiara:
“Teman yang baik adalah seseorang yang dapat berkata BENAR
kepada kita, dan bukan orang yang selalu
MEMBENAR BENARKAN perkataan kita,

beda.
Keranjang itu TELAH BERUBAH dari keranjang arang yang tua kotor dan kini BERSIH
LUAR DAN DALAM.
“Cucuku, hal itulah yang terjadi ketika
kamu MEMBACA ALKITAB. Kamu TIDAK
BISA MEMAHAMI atau INGAT segalanya,
tetapi KETIKA kamu MEMBACANYA LAGI,
kamu AKAN BERUBAH, luar dalam. Itu adalah
KARUNIA dari ALLAH di dalam hidup kita.”
Diambil dari sumber e-mail.
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tanpa memberi NASIHAT dan KOREKSI”

1:16). Kekuatan Tuhan yang melalui Kristus.
Injil bukan tentang apa yang manusia lakukan
untuk Tuhan tetapi apa yang Tuhan telah
kerjakan melalui Kristus. Injil Tuhan tertuju
untuk menyelamatkan orang berdosa. Inilah
sebabnya Injil disebut sebagai kabar tentang
anugerah Tuhan (Kisah Para Rasul 20:24).
Sepanjang sejarah gereja dipenuhi dengan
cobaan untuk mengubah Injil. Banyak yang
berkata, “Jika engkau lakukan ini, Tuhan
akan mengasihi engkau” atau “Jika engkau
melakukan hal yang baik engkau akan pergi
kesurga.” Hal-hal ini tidak berhubungan
dengan Injil. Banyak yang telah memutarbalikan Injil untuk menjadi salah satu agama di
dunia yang percaya kepada kesalehan (agamaagama di dunia percaya jika melakukan
kesalehan akan menjamin keselamatan).
Sekali lagi Injil adalah kekuatan Tuhan untuk
menyelamatkan manusia bukan usaha
manusia untuk menyelamatkan diri mereka
sendiri. Injil sangat bertolak belakang dengan
semua ajaran-ajaran agama di seluruh dunia
karena injil mengambil usaha manusia untuk
mengkontrol takdir mereka. Maka dari itu
dikatakan keselamatan dari anugrah, bukan
dari pekerjaan (Ephesians 2:8-9). Ini semua
adalah tentang Tuhan, bukan kita manusia
sebagai ciptaan.
Sebenarnya ajaran agama lain hanya
menawarkan saran yang baik untuk
keselamatan, tetapi hanya Kristen satusatunya yang menyatakan kabar baik tentang
keselamatan itu sendiri. Kabar baik adalah
tentang apa yang Tuhan telah kerjakan yaitu
hal-hal yang mustahil untuk kita lakukan

(mustahil untuk kita yang bernoda/cacat
untuk meraih keselamatan). Apa yang harus
kita lakukan ketika kita mendengar injil?
Percaya kepada Tuhan Yesus!
Sewaktu kita mengabarkan Injil, kita
mengabarkan Kristus dan bukan mengabarkan
hal-hal yang dapat menguntungkan manusia.
Kita menyatakan kepada mereka apa yang
telah Tuhan lakukan untuk dunia. Hal-hal yang
perlu ada sewaktu mengabarkan injil:

Pengabaran
Injil
bukan
hanya
menyatakan kematian dan kebangkitan
Yesus tetapi Injil adalah kekuatan
dari Allah untuk menyelamatkan
umat manusia. Percaya kepada Injil
berarti percaya bahwa kita tidak bisa
menyelamatkan diri kita sendiri, dan
hanya Yesus saja sendiri yang bisa
menyelamatkan kita.

!
T
I
K
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An angry God was standing at the foot of Mount Sinai.
Moses had just descended. At the foot of the mountain
lay the two tablets of the Ten Commandments, shattered
in a thousand pieces. "What have you done?" demanded
God. "Didn't I tell you to deliver the Ten Commandments
to the children of Israel?"
"Yes, Lord," said Moses. "But a man dressed in a
brown robe in a flying brown chariot with gold letters
on the side appeared to me at the top of the mountain.
He told me he would deliver the Ten Commandments to
the children of Israel. I thought you sent him."

BIBLE JOKES

"I most certainly did not," said God. "What were the
letters on the side of this chariot?"
Moses stooped and wrote three letters in the sand.
Pointing at them, he pronounced, "Oops" (UPS).

Q: How do we know that Jesus made coffee?
A: It says so in the book of He Brews. (Hebrews).
Q: How do we know that cars are in the New
Testament?
A: Because Jesus was a car painter!
Q: How do you study the Bible?
A:You Luke into it.
Q: How do we know that Jesus raised cattle?
A: Because he had a pair 'o' bulls (Parables).
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Q: How do we know that Jesus used fertilizer?
A: Because he said, "Lettuce spray." (Let us pray).

Q: Where did the murderer hide his weapon in the Bible?
A: In the Book of Axe. (Acts).
Q: How do you know when Enoch is at the door?
A: 'E knocks.
Q: What's the first Supreme Court case in the Bible?
A: Joshua Judges Ruth. (Joshua, Judges, Ruth).
Q. Why should we be encouraged by the story of Jonah and the whale?
A. Because Jonah was down in the mouth, but came out all right.
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Some men were discussing the Bible. They were wondering how many apples Adam
and Eve ate in the Garden of Eden.
First man: I think there was only one apple in the Garden.
Second man: I think there were ten apples. Adam 8 and Eve ate 2.
Third man: I think there were sixteen apples. Eve 8 and Adam 8 also.
Fourth man: I think all three of you are wrong. If Eve 8 and Adam 82, that would
be a total of 90 apples.
Fifth man: You guys don't know how to add at all.According to history, Eve 81 and
Adam 82. That would be a total of 163 apples.
Sixth man: Wait a minute! If Eve 81 and Adam 812, that would make a total of
893 apples.
Seventh man: None of you guys understand the problem in the slightest.According
to my figuring, if Eve 814 Adam and Adam 8124 Eve, that would be a total of 8,938
apples in the garden.
At that point all of the men gave up.
Q: What did King James Bible say to King James?
A: I have more pages than you!
Q. At what time of day was Adam created?
A. A little before Eve.
Q. How long did Cain hate his brother?
A. As long as he was Abel.
Q. When was the first meat mentioned in the Bible?
A.When Noah took Ham into the ark.
Q. On the Ark, Noah probably got milk from the cows.What did he get from the ducks?
A. Quackers.
Q. Where is the first math problem mentioned in the Bible?
A.When God told Adam and Eve to go forth and multiply.
(Source: http://www.bible-study-online.juliantrubin.com/biblejokes/newbiblejokes.html)
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By Eva Leony
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