Editorial ]
CHRISTMAS 2014

Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord God, I have no
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn
from his way and live; turn back from your evil ways, for why
will you die, O house of Israel?
Ezekiel 33: 11

Christmas

is a time when we remember the first

coming of Christ. While we commemorate His birth, we eagerly
await His second coming. We long for Him to establish His Kingdom
upon the earth and end our earthly suffering. But when Christ
comes for the second time, He will come as a Judge with great
authority, who will preside over all humanity in the Last Judgment.
We commemorate the birth of our Savior, but do we long for His
Return as our Judge?
Many accept Jesus Christ as God and Savior, but few understand
what it means to look to Christ as our Judge. It is natural to seek
God’s Justice when we have been wronged by others, but what if we
are, in fact, the guilty ones? The fear of condemnation have turned
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many away from Christ. Although there are consequences for our
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Whenever a judge is announced as he or she enters the courtroom,
the judge’s name is often preceded by the phrase “the honorable.”
This customary title opens a small window into the character of a
judge. Judges are expected to have an exemplary moral character, to
have honor is to have integrity and honesty. Their legitimacy as judges
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sins, “there is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in
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is predicated upon the honorableness of their character in submitting
to the very law they uphold in the courtrooms.
Although human judges can be merciful, they usually give mercy to
those whom they deem deserving of mercy. But God shows mercy
to the undeserving. He is the ultimate Judge who displays mercy even
in judgment. Our God is the God who "takes no pleasure in the
death of the wicked (Ez 33:11)." There is indeed no merciful Judge
like our God.
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First and foremost, a deep Biblical

our sins, and imparts righteousness to

reading reveals to us that the central theme

us through the blood of Jesus Christ.

of the Bible is grace. Grace is a distinctive

Because He loves us so much, He has sent

characteristic of the one true God; as

us His grace in the form of Jesus Christ.

such, the Bible displays this uniqueness

Just as God is full of grace, He is

by slowly unfolding His unique story of

also full of goodness. His dispensation of

love to His creation from the very first

grace is a part of His goodness, but grace is

book in Genesis to the unveiling of His

also to be understood as a manifestation of

renewal of the fallen world in Revelation.

His primary character, namely His Holiness.
His Holiness enables him to impart grace

I.The Nature of Grace
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to a sinful world. Grace has always been a

Grace is full and free, but it is not

part of His sovereign plan to save humanity.

cheap. Grace costs the blood of God’s own

The existence of grace given

Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Grace is distinct

by a Holy God makes for its rejection

from God’s goodness. The grace that I

such an abominable sin, one that many

am speaking of is the grace that pardons

Bible experts have interpreted to be
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the meaning of blaspheming the Holy Spirit.

difficult for a sinful world to accept grace.

Individuals reject grace because they refuse

Grace must exist for us to understand the

But rather, it is the responsibility one must

to acknowledge the existence of the

very heart of God. In grace, we understand

accept when one is a recipient of that grace,

one True God and choose to enthrone

of God and

the purpose of not just our being but the

which makes grace a costly and oftentimes

their

lives.

of the very heart of God. If there is

purpose of creation; that is, the redemption

refused gift. It is a gift so costly that the only

When Moses confronted Pharaoh and told

indeed a sovereign God, He must be

of this life and the worship of His name.

logical reaction by the recipient is an inner

him to obey God’s commandments to let

holy and He must be just. He must exercise

and outer transformation by the knowledge

the people go, Pharaoh, an unbeliever in

His authority, and yet to truly be a God whom

of its value. It is a reply with eternal gratitude.

the sovereignty of Yahweh, said, ”… who is

His creation may come to know and respect,

To receive grace is to acknowledge

your God that I must obey him?” Knowing

He must be, and He is, a loving God. He

that there is greater purpose in life other

God is a prerequisite to understanding

does not force Himself upon us. Instead

"For by grace you have been saved through

than fulfilling one’s personal goals and

why we need Him, and this leads to an

He is so great and so divine that our

faith. And this is not your own doing; it is

ambitions. It is to realize that life really

acceptance of His gift of grace, which is in

freedom and our will is integrated in His

the gift of God, not a result of works, so

is not as simple as “you only live once,”

itself a form of obedience to the will of God.

plan of redemption for us. He wills for us

that no one may boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)

because indeed we were dead in our sins,

II.The Acceptance or Rejection of
Grace

9

personal

god(s)

in

their

Grace flows from the character
grace is a revelation

to will His will. What is grace if not the

having no choice but to sin, until Christ

3. Receiving grace means receiving this

raised us up.

Receiving grace means

incomprehensible God and excluding

no condemnation awaiting those who have

acknowledging that the “root of the

the worship of any other gods.

trusted in Jesus’ name (see Romans 8:1). The

problem” is ourselves, and since we are the

nature of grace is such that it is a gift. Because

problem, we can’t fix it by our own power.

of this gift, we are able to exercise the faith

The Bible says simply that there is

III. In Conclusion

manifestation of His immense love for us?

Some people think, “Why would a loving
very

and powerful God allow so much pain and

Most importantly, receiving grace

character of God. The existence of grace

suffering?” Where is the grace in the suffering

given to us by the Spirit when we accept

means that there is an eternity and a

indicates that God wants us to choose

that we have to go through in our lives?

the salvation offered by the blood of Christ.

greater power beyond the world. Now

to accept Him. He does not force this

Ravi Zacharias, a well-known Christian

However, if grace is so “easy”, why is it

that the way has been made known to

gift upon us. In a way, we are “forced” to

apologist, says that “where there is the

so hard for the world to accept grace?

us by grace, we are confronted with

choose it because had we not, the result

possibility of love, there has to be the reality

two options: to choose it or to refuse it.

is eternal death, but who are we then to

of freedom, and therefore the possibility of

choose as we all, believers and unbelievers,

pain. But a truly divine, sovereign God, shows

1. Receiving grace means

Grace

flows

from

the

acknowledging that there is a need

2. Receiving grace means rejecting the

are made with the intention to live and

us His goodness by, showing how to conquer

for a Savior

existence of other gods, & committing

breathe in the universe that He creates?

not in spite of, but even through suffering.”

It is not the unbelievable nature of
God’s redemptive
18

plan that makes it
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yourself solely to this God who is
represented by His Son, Jesus Christ
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Kebanyakan orang berpesta ketika mereka mendapatkan pekerjaan baru, terutama ketika

Kebencian dan kemarahan mulai hadir dengan pertanyaan yang terus ada di pikiran saya:

mereka ditawari pekerjaan dengan segera. Sayanganya saya bukanlah kebanyakan orang.

“Betapa kejamnya Tuhan sehingga kemuliaan Tuhan harus ditunjukan melalui kesengsaraan?”

Dengan bimbang saya minta 24 jam untuk membuat keputusan dan saya menangis sepanjang

Tetapi ini merupakan pikiran tidak tahu bersyukur yang saya singkirkan sampai suatu hari

jalan pulang. Pekerjaan baru menandakan permulaan yang baru. Permulaan yang baru juga

saya ditanya penginjil Julia tentang pekerjaan. Waktu saya menggambarkan kecemasan saya,

menandakan akhir dari sesuatu. Di dalam kasus saya, akhir dari kehidupan yang saya sayangi

dia menganjurkan saya untuk berdoa. Tetapi dengan frustasi dan tangisan saya menjawab:

Di dalam kehidupan yang baru saya akan kehilangan apartemen yang merupakan rumah
yang saya cintai. Saya kehilangan orang yang saya cintai dan mengucapkan selamat tinggal

“Sudah. Tetapi Dia tidak memberikan saya kedamaian. Jadi saya benci dan marah sekarang.”
Kemudian dia menanyakan sesuatu yang tidak pernah saya pertimbangkan sebelumnya:
“Sudahkah kamu bilang itu ke Tuhan?”

kepada murid-murid yang saya kenal dan ajar beberapa tahun ini mengenai mata pelajaran
yang saya senangi. Saya berasa semua yang saya sayangi telah diambil dari saya. Tetapi Tuhan
akan tetap bersama saya. Saya bersyukur untuk pekerjaan yang baru, gaji yang lebih tinggi, dan
tantangan yang baru. Jadi saya hapus air mata saya, menerima tawaran pekerjaan yang baru,
meninggalkan apartemen saya, dan menunggu permulaan kehidupan yang baru. Walaupun
dengan kehilangan dan kegagalan beberapa tahun belakangan ini saya tetap berdiri teguh di
dalam iman saya.Tuhan ikut campur di dalam kehidupan saya dan mempunyai rancangan yang
menguntungkan bukan merugikan saya.

Tetapi setelah beberapa hari bekerja saya berasa sengsara, sampai-sampai saya ingin berhenti

Pernahkah saya memberi tahu Tuhan kalau saya benci dan marah kepada Dia? Pernahkan
saya kasih tahu Dia kalau saya berpikir Dia tidak peduli kesengsaran saya asal nama Dia
dimuliakan? Tentu saja belum. Bukankah dia sudah tahu? Dan juga, siapa yang mengeluh
kepada Tuhan mahakuasa yang berdaulat dan menghakimi akan semua hal? Adakah dari
kita yang bilang ke atasan kita kalau dia adalah seorang yang sadis? Tetapi penginjil Julia
memberikan saran untuk jujur di dalam doa, bukan saja untuk permintaan tetapi untuk apa
yang dirasakan. Bawa semua kepada Dia. Jadi saya mulai berbicara kepada Dia.

dari pekerjaan yang baru. Yang lebihnya lagi saya mulai ragu dengan kebaikan Tuhan. Saya

Tidak ada yang berubah dalam 1-2 minggu.

berulang kali bertanya ke diri saya: “Bukannkah cukup?” Semua kesengsaraan kecil selama 18

berhenti kerja dan tidak lagi peduli akan nasihat Dia untuk tetap teguh dan pikul salib. Saya

bulan belakangan ini menumpuk dan menggencet saya sehingga saya mulai kehilangan iman.

sudah sampai batas. Apalagi yang Dia inginkan? Saya minta suatu tanda yang memperbolehkan

Saya lelah disuruh untuk mengampuni orang yang tidak menyesal. Saya lelah disuruh untuk

saya untuk berhenti pekerjaan, dan Dia mengabulkannya. Untuk pertama kalinya saya berasa

tidak marah. Saya lelah disuruh tetap berusaha ketika yang saya mau hanya pulang ke rumah,

kalau Tuhan peduli apa yang saya rasakan. Itu cukup bagi saya.

Saya berbicara kepada Tuhan kalau saya akan

walaupun saya tidak tau dimana rumah saya lagi.
20
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Hari menjadi minggu dan minggu menjadi bulan. Kedamaian yang saya doakan tidak datang

Kadang-kadang saya berasa kalau ada bagian dari hidup saya yang telah pecah seperti

dan saya juga tidak akan mengundurkan diri dari pekerjaan saya. Dari luar semua kelihatan

gelas dan tidak mungkin diperbaiki. Hanya Tuhan pencipta yang mahakuasa lah yang dapat

sama saja tetapi melalui pengalaman ini, hubungan saya dengan Tuhan berubah. Dia, untuk

mengambil serpihan dan membuat sesuatu yang baru. Saya hanya harus duduk diam dan

pertama kalinya, lebih menjadi seorang bapak daripada seorang hakim. Untuk pertama

menunggu Dia untuk menyelesaikan pekerjaan-Nya. Setelah dia selesai aku dapat pulang ke

kalinya saya melihat perasaan belas kasihan dan rahmat dari Dia di dalam kehidupan saya.

rumah dimana Dia berada.

Saya menghina Dia dengan memanggil Dia seorang yang sadis dan mengeluh kepada Dia,
akan tetapi Dia tetap peduli kepada saya. Didalam kesengsaraan, Dia tidak menjanjikan
kelegaan yang cepat tetapi Dia memberikan hal yang lebih berharga: jaminan kasih karuniaNya, percaya diri, dan kelayakan. Dia juga memberikan teman dan keluarga yang tidak capaicapainya mendengarkan keluhan-keluhan saya.

C.S. Lewis pernah menulis,“Sakit bersikeras ketika kamu melayaninya.Tuhan berbisik kepada
kita di dalam kesenangan, berbicara di dalam hati nurani, namun berteriak di dalam kesakitan.
Ini adalah megafon Dia untuk membangunkan dunia yang tuli.” 18 bulan terakhir merupakan
bulan-bulan yang penuh dengan kesedihan, tetapi saya mendengar Dia keras dan jelas, “Tetap
kukuh dan berani. Saya bersama dengan kamu. Gadah dan tongkat-Ku akan menghibur kamu.
Janganlah takut, karena Aku bersamamu dan akan menopang kamu untuk berdiri dengan
tangan yang adil dan mahakuasa karena Aku mencintai kamu.”

22
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Most people celebrate when they get a new job, particularly when they were offered the

Anger and resentment rose as one question repeated itself over and over in my mind:

job on the spot. Unfortunately, I am not most people. Hesitantly, I asked for 24 hours to

How sadistic is God that His glory had to be shown through suffering? But this is such

decide, and then I got into my car and cried all the way home. A new job signified a new

an ungrateful thought that I put it aside until after one prayer meeting and Evangelist Julia

beginning; a new beginning signified the end of something else; in my case, it was the end of

asked me how was work. As I began to describe my dismay, she suggested that I pray. Out

a life that I had both cherished and adored.

of frustration, tears fell as though from a broken pipe. "I have, but He hasn't offered me any
peace. So I'm just angry and upset now," I told her. She then asked me a question I had

In my imminent new life, I was losing an apartment that I loved and called home.

I was

never considered, “Have you told that to God ?”

losing someone I loved and bidding goodbye to students whom I have known and taught
for years in a subject that I ardently adored. It certainly felt that everything I held dear had

Have I ever told God that I was angry and upset with Him?

Have I ever told Him that

been taken away from me. But God would be with me; I was grateful for my new job, the

I frankly don't think He cares about how I feel as long as His glory is made known? Of

higher pay, and a new challenge. So I dried my tears, accepted the job offer, moved out of my

course not. First, He knew already, didn't He? And second, who complains to the Almighty

apartment, and waited for the new life to start. Despite all that had happened in the years

God who was sovereign and judge over all? Has any of us told our bosses that we think he

past -- with every failure and every loss, I stood firmly in the faith that God had His hand in

is a sadist? But she suggested that I be frank in my prayers and tell Him not merely what

everything I did for I know that He has a plan for me, one to prosper me and not to harm

I wanted but also how I felt. Bring everything to Him. Talk to Him, she suggested. So I did.

me -- until day 2 of work.

Work was so miserable that I wanted to quit after five days. But even more so, I began to

Nothing changed for a week, or two. I told God that I was quitting and I didn't care about

doubt the goodness of God. I asked myself over and over again: Isn't it enough? The small

all of His exhortations for us to persevere and bear our cross. I have found my limit. What

sufferings that I had felt in the last 18 months piled into a large heap of weight upon my back

more did He want? I asked for a sign to let me know that I was allowed to quit, and He

and this was the straw that broke my faith. I was tired of being told to forgive people whom

granted it. For the first time, I felt that God cares about what I want and how I felt. And

I felt had wronged me unapologetically. I was tired of being told to not be angry. I was tired

that, was enough for me.

of being told to persevere when all I wanted was to go home, except I didn't know where
home was anymore.
24
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The days turned into weeks, and weeks dragged into months. It looks like the reconciliation

Sometimes, it feels like a portion of my life has been shattered like glass, broken beyond

that I prayed for will not come nor would I be turning in my resignation. On the surface,

repair. Yet the almighty Creator alone can pick up the pieces, stain them, and put it into a

nothing is different, but through this experience, my relationship with God will never be

pattern like never before. I just have to sit still and wait for Him to finish His work; and

the same. He is, for the first time ever, more like a Father than like a supervisor or judge.

when He is finished, I can go home to Him.

For the first time, I saw His compassion and mercy exercised in my life. I had insulted Him
by calling Him a sadist, complained about Him, and yet He tells me that He cares for me
regardless. In my suffering, He did not promise immediate relief, but rather, He gave me
something far more precious: assurance of His grace and mercy, confidence, and worth. He
also gave me friends and families who have tireless heard my litany of woes.

C.S. Lewis once wrote, "Pain insists upon being attended to. God whispers to us in our
pleasures, speaks in our consciences, but shouts in our pains. It is his megaphone to rouse a
deaf world." The last eighteen months had been miserable, but I heard Him loud and clear,
"Be strong and courageous. I am with you. My rod and my staff, they comfort you. Fear not,
I am with you and will help you to stand upright with my righteous and omnipotent hand
because I have loved you."
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written by David Wangsa

E

In its infancy, Christianity faced persecution from many different directions. The Jewish
leaders wanted to quell the movement to counter the belief that Jesus is the Messiah
promised by God to bring back the glory to Israel, God’s chosen people. They thought by
taking out the leader of the movement and making a few examples by torturing some of
Jesus’ early followers, they would deter the spread of the Gospel. Little did they know that
their efforts failed miserably because Christianity spread all over the world despite their
extreme suppression efforts.

There were a few Biblical records about the early persecutions of the followers of Jesus
(the Church). The first one was the stoning of Stephen (Acts 7: 54 – 8: 3). In the earlier
passages of Chapter 7, Stephen rebuked the Jewish leaders against their actions towards
Christ. They were enraged by the truth of Stephen’s word. In anger, they stoned Stephen
to death.
36
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The Romans detested Christians because their belief did not go well with the notion that
Caesar was a god. For three hundred years after Paul’s death, Christians experienced 10
great persecutions at the hands of Roman Emperors:
1. Persecution under Nero (ct. 64-68). Traditional martyrdoms of Peter and Paul.
2. Persecution under Domitian (r. 81-96).
3. Persecution under Trajan (112-117). Christianity is outlawed but Christians are not
sought out.
4. Persecution under Marcus Aurelius (r. 161-180). martyrdom of Polycarp.
5. Persecution under Septimus Severus (202-210). Martyrdom of Perpetua.
6. Persecution under Decius (250-251). Christians are actively sought out by requiring
Bookshops of the Egyptian Bible Society burnt and destroyed.

Further, in the early verses of Acts 8, Saul, one of the Jewish figures (he later became the
Apostle Paul), started the great persecution of the early Church. He went from house to

public sacrifice. Could buy certificates (libelli) instead of sacrificing. Martyrdoms of
bishops of Rome, Jerusalem and Antioch.
7. Persecution under Valerian (257-59). Martyrdoms of Cyprian of Carthage and Sixtus II
of Rome.

house and dragged believers out and committed them to prison. This scattered believers

8. Persecution under Maximinus the Thracian (235-38).

throughout the region of Judea and Samaria. Only the Apostles stayed in Jerusalem. Some of

9. Persecution under Aurelian (r. 270-275).

the believers even took refuge in neighboring countries.This prompted a letter from the high

10. Severe persecution under Diocletian and Galerius (303-324).

priest who was at the synagogue in Damascus, Syria, authorizing Saul to capture “followers
of the way” and bring them back to Jerusalem to be punished. During this excursion Saul
experienced an extraordinary encounter with the risen Lord Jesus and converted to
become a follower. The encounter transformed the life of Saul, he received a new identity
and a new name: Paul.

During his ministry, Apostle Paul experienced persecution at the hands of his former
colleague: the priests, the scribes, and the experts in law. He was beaten, stoned, and
imprisoned numerous times, all because of his belief in the risen Lord. Later he died at the
hands of Nero, a Roman emperor, but not before he spread the Gospel to people in Europe.

38
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Nero started the government sanctioned Christian persecution by blaming Christians
for setting Rome afire. There were many horror stories about how the Christians faced
persecution for just being Christians. According to the Roman historian Tacitus:
“Besides being put to death they [the Christians] were made to serve as objects of
amusement; they were clad in the hides of beast and torn to death by dogs; others
were crucified, others set on fire to serve to illuminate the night
when daylight failed…..”
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What about the United States?

A s time went by, the Christian persecution subsided and Christians started to be tolerated
and accepted. During the reign of Constantine I (The Great) the whole Roman world was
Christianized. The government sanctioned of Christian persecution was ended.

Did the Christian persecution really end? Hardly!
Jesus forewarned his followers that they will experience persecution until He returns. The
Christian persecution is alive and well in the modern world. Some took its original form of

Since its founding, United States has always been the champions of freedom. One of which
is freedom of religion.The first clause of the First Amendment of the US Constitution states:
"Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof..."

brutality and harshness, but some others are subtle and sophisticated.

The ones that still follow their original form of persecution are manifested mostly as

L ately, what we’ve been hearing are more of the misinterpretation of clause known as “the

religious conflicts. However, the main anti-Christian movements are prevalent in Muslim and

doctrine of separation of church and state.” The initial intention by the founding fathers

communist countries. If we just concentrate on Indonesia, a country we are familiar with, we

was to make sure that states do not interfere with religious affairs and vice versa. However

can recount many mistreatment by local residents (with 90% Muslim population) towards

it is now regarded as “if a program is funded by public money, then no religious activity can

Christians. Churches were burned to the ground. Christian churches were forced to cease

take place”. That concept extended to the school so that teachers in public school cannot

worship and their church building locked-up. Permits to build churches or Christian schools

have a Bible on his or her desk; a public school students cannot read the Bible during free-

were more complicated, and so on.

time in class or talk about his or her faith to a friend on public school ground; there are no

The 219 Christian schoolgirls of Chibok, Nigeria kidnapped by Boko Haram militants
were forced to renounce their faith and embrace Islam; this incident is a solid reminder that
Christian persecution is alive and well in parts of the world.

Similar or worse accounts were recorded during Communist China, Cambodia, Vietnam

more prayers in public school; in some states, science classes cannot discuss the theory of
creation but must talk about theory of evolution, and so forth.

On college grounds, there is often an area that is designated as “Free Speech” area.
This is an area where students are allowed to conduct demonstration of any kinds freely

and Soviet Union. After the fall of Communism, however, things appeared to be better in

(unrestricted and protected from prosecution based on the substance of their speech).

those countries. Christian persecution and suppression were no longer center stage there.

Recently, we have been hearing news about college students barred from sharing their faith
to other students through spoken words or distribution of tracts, even on the “free speech

Church were burned to the ground.
Churches
Christian
Christian churches were forced to cease
worship
wo
orship an
and their church building lockedup.
up
p. Permits to build churches or Christian
schools
scho
ool
o s were more complicated, and so on...

area” on the grounds that “it may offend somebody”. So, preaching your faith in public is
now offensive. Another example is that Christian clubs on CSU campuses are no longer
recognized. Hence, it cannot receive public funding on the grounds that they discriminate
religiously. It started when a Muslim student was not allowed to run for the Christian club
president last year.

40
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Another trend that you might have noticed is the “Coexist” movement. You might have
seen a bumper sticker that looked similar to this:

Why are Christians often targeted?
Some people think that Christians are too soft, too peaceful, and never fight back, but the
Biblical answer is because Christians are not of this world. The world hates Christians as it
hated Jesus, and all the prophets that God had sent. Jesus said:
“If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you
were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of
the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. . .”
John 15:18

The idea behind this movement is akin to:“Don’t be a jerk, can't we get along?” It promotes
the idea that all religions are the same and they can exist together. In essence, the movement
says that you don’t need to sell your religion to other people. Keep it to yourself. They are
definitely against people's professing one’s faith to another. It’s a subtle effort to shame you

In his letter to Timothy, Apostle Paul wrote “. . . Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in
Christ Jesus will be persecuted. . .” (2 Timothy 3: 12). His statement implied Jesus’s earlier

from sharing your faith in Jesus to other non-believers. “We don’t talk about our religion, so

statement that because we love Jesus the world hates us.

you shouldn’t either.” I don’t know if the sharing of DC Episcopalian Cathedral with Muslims

So, as Christians in the “not so free world” facing subtle persecution,

for the use of their Friday prayer falls under this movement.

Liberalism, through its PC (Political Correctness) pretty much tries to do the same thing

what can we do now?

(i.e., stopping Christians from professing their faith). I believe they even go farther by treating
Christians as second class citizens. There are so many examples that we can cite that just
happened in the past few years. To name a few:
1. Crosses on public land needs to be removed
2. "Happy Holidays" instead of Merry Christmas
3. No Christmas trees in public buildings
4. National Christmas Tree is now called National Holiday Tree
5. No Nativity scenes on public grounds
6. No Bible amongst military personel
7. Christian business owners facing lawsuits for refusing to cater to same sex weddings
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3. Stand strong to the end.
How can we endure the persecution until the end
a. Look to Jesus
When He was facing the cross, he endured until the end. Imagine, if between Gethsemane
and Golgotha, Jesus changed his mind and decided that the cross was too much of a burden
for him. What would our futures be? We would have stayed condemned. But instead, Jesus
endured until the end. He etndured every lashing of the whip, every scoffing word, every
1. Pray for those who persecute you.

blow from the Roman soldiers, and every spit from the mob. He endured the piercing

In Matthew 5:44 Jesus said, "...Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you..."

of every thorn on his crown of thorns. He endured the pain when his hands and his feet
were pierced by the nails. He endured every single one until the end, until it is finished.

The wisdom of the world calls for those who are bullied to fight back. But, Jesus, with His

By remembering what Jesus did for us on our behalf should be enough to motivate us to

godly wisdom, taught us to shun violence and resort to prayer. By praying, you invoke God

endure persecution until the end.

to get involved with your struggles. You are sealing the deal that will end in your favor. By
praying for your persecutor, you may win his soul, too.
b. Focus on the finish line.
2. Experience God's Promises

Remember that in any race a great start is important, but you can only win the race by

In Matthew 5:10–12, Jesus said, “. . . Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake,

crossing the finish line. Once a seasoned runner sets off on a great start, he has only one

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and

thing in mind -- to reach the finish line. In order to do so he must concentrate to reach

utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great

that goal. He has to make sure he controls his steps to stay within his lane. If he steps

in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. . .”

out of his lane he will be disqualified. He must know his optimum pace so he can run
without endangering himself (to avoid falling or getting muscle cramps).To be able to endure

Jesus taught us that persecution is inevitable, but, when you are persecuted, instead of feeling

persecution until the end, a seasoned Christian needs to do similar things. He needs to

helpless we need to feel blessed for the privilege of being persecuted due to righteousness.

set his goal, which is reaching the finish line. He needs to do it without getting disqualified

There is a promise of God for those who are persecuted because of God’s name. Great

by staying in the lane (stay within God’s grace), and know his weaknesses and limitations

reward awaits us in the kingdom of heaven. If the prophets were persecuted, what makes

(humbly knowing that it is all God’s grace).

us think that we can avoid it?
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c. Put on the whole armor of God (Ephesians 6:10-18)
“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God
that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over
this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.Therefore take
up the whole armor of God that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done
all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the
breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by
the gospel of peace. In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of
the Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication.To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints. . .”
I believe that a form of peace can be found through isolation. Throughout the
4. Use the opportunity to spread God's Word
As exemplified by Jesus and also the Apostle Paul, being imprisoned or being tried in court
is actually a rare opportunity to speak the word of God to a captive audience. They are
obligated to listen to what you have to say. As a result, the prison guard and his entire family
received the word of salvation and accepted God’s grace.

course of life, people who erode trust in others are inevitably met. People who revel
in taking advantage of others. People who may simply relish causing pain. At a certain
point, once enough of these people are encountered, one may want to have nothing to do
with others they don’t know, simply because they develop a belief that strangers, and on
occasion even people once known as friends, cannot be trusted. As a result, walls begin
to be constructed, shutting out others, save for a few people who can still be trusted. Of
course, despite friends and family, a deep sense of loneliness begins to develop. However,
if that loneliness can be overcome, then a sense of peace can be achieved. Peace from
knowing that you are safe from others behind your walls. The ability to isolate yourself
from others and accept the solitude that results can bring this peculiar sense of peace.
- Anonymous
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Peace presents a point of view and it is playing a part in this phase and period of

When I think of peace, I think of two types of peace. Peace of mind

my life. Primarily, it is knowing that even though you are so busy with school, family, friends,

describes the comfort you have knowing you've made the right decision. This

extracurricular activities, or sports, you are able to get through it because you know God is in

kind of peace you recognize in hindsight. An inner peace acts like a refuge, a place

your life. God is in control every step of the way so long as I surrender my life to him.When we

you connect to when conflict and hardship surround you. Faith builds peace.

constantly try to take everything in our own hands, we not only lost that sense of peace, but we
become stressed and eventually drift away from God. It is only when we surrender our lives to

- Alex Lee

him when we begin to realize and utilize this newfound sense of peace hiding beneath our pride.
- Kenny Gozali

My definition of peace is knowing that even though situations in life put you through
the darkest of times, you accept and move on with the situations God has allowed to
happen. We all face uncertainty and moments where we question God's presence and

Peace is a feeling that is absent from many of our lives. It has been gone

perhaps his mercy or justice. God never said it was going to be easy following Him, in

for so long that many of us do not even remember what peace is. Some relate peace

fact, He said that our road will have even more bumps, we will face persecution and

to having a quiet day off from work and responsibilities. What I have come to learn is

have more tribulations. How is it possible to look towards God when trouble haunts

that peace is not just about having an easy day. Peace is having assurance that everything

you at every corner? Rather than looking at our surroundings, then looking at God

will be okay. We, as Christians, are blessed knowing that despite everything that goes

and blame Him for the surroundings, we should look at God first and then look at our

on, the war has already been won. It is the comfort of not being afraid of tomorrow.

surroundings. When a shift in perspective on the situations that plague us is done, a change
of heart also takes place and it is only then that we can find true peace in this world.

- Nathan Wangsa
- Chris Atmadja
To me, peace is acknowledging God's presence in our lives and for us to
surrender ourselves to Him. I like how David described peace in Psalm 23; he opened

Peace, to me, rarely occurs. Sometimes, peace only lasts for a short while, but

up the psalm by saying "The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want," and he ends with

one can choose to hold on to it and not let others stop him or her from relishing in it,

, "surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell

or he or she can choose to allow others to end the peace. Peace can be when everything

in the house of the LORD forever". We should not spend our lives passively receiving

is seemingly right in the world, with no conflicts, no stress, no worries. It can also be the

grace from Him, but we ought to be actively dwelling in Him. Building a relationship and

feeling of being on top of the world, when one has accomplished a stressful deed. Or it can

communing with God brings me joy, comfort, contentment, and ultimately peace with Him.

simply be isolation from the world, learning to enjoy oneself. This is what peace is to me.

- Darwin Wang

- Celestine Kiatkwankul
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The Piece on Peace
His peace for me is embodied in Galatians 5:1 -

In the dictionary, peace covers many definitions, from "at peace" to "make peace". For
me, peace is serenity, freedom of mind from distraction and worldly obsessions. More than

For freedom Christ has set us free;

that, peace is a gift from God. It always reminds me of the song, "My Peace", and it says it all.

stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.

God's peace is a peace that the world cannot give; it's a peace that the world cannot understand.

I've come to a realization that in my life before I had known Christ, slavery came in

- George Macamay

many forms. First and foremost, slavery was the absence of choice- the choice not to do sin.
In Jesus, we have been freed from this and we must stand firm. We, His people, safeguard our
freedom by exercising the choice to not commit sin and to not fear the worldly consequences
of our repentance. Secondly, the peace of God was, and is, freedom from the slavery of worldly
ambition and expectation. In this freedom, I have peace that what He has given me is enough
for me and that His will has placed me at where I am now in my life. Although my work is
never steady, He has fed me from His hand day by day, month by month, and year by year.
Lastly, Christ's peace has set me free from slavery to my fears, a form of slavery
unto oneself. He has set me free from the fear of loneliness. Although I am alone, I am
never lonely. In my solitude, I find His voice and in my loneliness, I find His comfort. I
even find His joy! His promise is that He will lead me, and He will be with me even to
the end of the age. His peace is a purified conscience by which I may come to Him in
faith, and as His child, avail myself to the promises He has given. May you also find His
peace and may His peace reign in us not only for this season, but forevermore. Amen!

- Anonymous
- Andrew Kusnohadi
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